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The Mountains-to-Sea Trail is a significant asset within 
no rthe rn Sto ne  Mo untain State  Park. 
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Also , the  Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n (EVTA) ha s 

ma de  c o nside ra b le  pro g re ss in tra il de ve lo pme nt 

a nd se c uring  la ndo wne r a g re e me nts b e twe e n Sto ne  

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk a nd the  To wn o f Elkin. EVTA 

c o ntinue s to  so lid ify its po sitio n a s o ne  o f the  pre mie r 

trail development non-profit organizations in North 
Ca ro lina .

The  re c o g nitio n o f ne e d  fo r this p la nning  e ffo rt 

e xte nds b e yo nd the  lo c a l a nd re g io na l le ve l - it is 

also of great interest to the North Carolina Division of 
Parks and Recreation’s (NCDPR) State Trails Program. 
MST is a State Trail, and NCDPR provided matching 
g ra nt funds to  suppo rt this p la nning  e ffo rt.  Sta te  Tra ils 

Pro g ra m le a de rs a lso  pro vide d  b e nc hma rk pla nning  

g o a ls to  e nsure  tha t this p la n wo uld  we ll-po sitio n lo c a l 

sta ke ho lde rs to  se c ure  future  g ra nts. 

INTRO DUC TIO N

Background

In 2013 he a lth d ire c to rs fro m a c ro ss the  10-c o unty 

region of northwest North Carolina created a 
re g io na l p la n fo r e sta b lishing  ne w a c tive  living  

o ppo rtunitie s thro ug ho ut the ir jurisd ic tio ns. The  p la n 

– Health by Design – was funded by the Community 
Transformation Grant and identified forty (40) projects 
fo c using  o n a c tive  living  infra struc ture . Of the se  

pro je c ts, e ig ht “Ca te g o ry 1” pro je c ts, inc luding  the  

Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il (MST) - Sub  Se c tio n Pla n 

- Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Ma ste r 

Pla n, we re  se le c te d  fo r a dditio na l funding  fo r p la n 

de ve lo pme nt. 

This p la nning  e ffo rt ra nke d pa rtic ula rly we ll within 

the Health by Design plan since the proposed trail 
c o nne c to r fro m Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk to  Pilo t 

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk e njo ys suc h b ro a d  pub lic  

support. Health officials from both Wilkes County and 
Surry Co unty ra nke d this pro je c t a s the ir to p  prio rity. 

The  He alth by  De sign plan study  are a 

inc lude s No rth Caro lina’s 10 no rthwe ste rn 

c o untie s, re fe rre d to  as Re gio n 3 by  the  

NC Asso c iatio n o f Lo c al He alth Dire c to rs. 

The MST Plan was identified as a major priority 
within the  re gio nal He alth by  De sign plan.

1. Ba c kg ro und

2. Pla n Purpo se

3. Pla n Go a ls

4. Planning Process
5. Plan Organization

IN THIS C HA PTER:
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Plan Purpose

Plan Goals:

The  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il - Sub  Se c tio n Pla n - Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Ma ste r Pla n se rve s 

a s a  c o mpre he nsive  tra il p la n tha t is me a nt to  g uide  lo c a l tra il se c tio n ma na g e rs a s the y strive  to  lo c a te , de sig n, 

a nd imple me nt the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Tra il thro ug ho ut the  re g io n. Also , this p la n is c ritic a l a s sta te  tra il de ve lo pme nt 

leaders, particularly those associated with the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation, continue to plan, 
de ve lo p  a nd ma na g e  sta te wide  tra il syste ms. 

Ide ntify a nd e ng a g e  a ll e xisting  a nd pote ntia l supporting  a nd funding  pa rtne rs;

Re - e va lua te  the  North Ca rolina  Mounta ins- to - Se a  Sta te  Tra il – We ste rn Pie dmont Se c tion Pla n;

Consider and define what user group(s) this trail might serve and define optimal trail corridor widths 
based on regulatory guidelines and expected traffic;

Consider and define how the trail/greenway might be constructed;

Define and prioritize trail routing options between Stone Mountain and Pilot Mountain State Park;

Ide ntify se g me nt ma na g e rs, de le g a te d c ommunity g roups a nd pa rtne rs; a nd

Identify the key factors necessary to justify segment manager staff,  resources, and public funds for 
this project.

ELKIN VALLEY TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

CO NTINUES TO  SO LIDIFY ITS PO SITIO N AS O NE 

O F THE PREMIER TRAIL DEVELO PMENT NO N-

PROFIT ORGANIzATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA.  

EVTA officials host a community meeting updating 
the public about trail development work.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.



INTRO DUC TIO N 4 p. 

Planning Process

 Project Kick-off 
 a . Me e t with EVTA a nd o the r ke y sta ke ho lde rs (liste d  in a ppe ndix) fo r pro je c t o rie nta tio n

 b. Discuss planning study area boundary and planning sections
 c. Develop a schedule for field reconnaissance 

 Disc ove ry a nd Ana lysis

 a . Ac q uire  e xisting , pe rtine nt GIS da ta

 b . Ide ntify e xisting  a nd pla nne d tra ils, ke y a sse ts (liste d  in a ppe ndix), a nd  e nviro nme nta l a sse ts a nd    

 c o nstra ints within the  study a re a

 c. Conduct thorough field visits with key stakeholders
 d . Ho st a  pub lic  me e ting  to  sha re  initia l a na lysis a nd g le a n ne w insig hts

 Pla n De ve lopme nt

 a. Work with key stakeholders to identify preferred and alternative routes
 b. Develop a complete map series of trail alignments according to planning sub-sections
 c. Provide visual schematics, such as drawings or photo-renderings, that highlight significant trail features   
 a nd  o ppo rtunitie s

 d. Develop an implementation strategy that includes an evaluation of each planning section and                     
 re c o mme nda tio ns fo r tra il imple me nta tio n

 e. Provide a draft plan (45-day public review period) to all local governments and stakeholder organizations  
            impa c te d  b y the  re c o mme nde d tra il ro ute  o r the  re -ro uting  o f the  histo ric  MST pla nne d ro ute .  

 Fina l Pla n

 a. Finalize the draft planning document to include all content acquired throughout the planning process,   
 incorporating all comments gleaned during the 45-day public review period. 

  b . Se e k a do ptio n o f p la n b y lo c a l g o ve rning  b o die s

A critical component of the Discovery and 
Analysis Phase  inc lude d ide ntify ing  the  public ’s 

“ide as, insights, barrie rs, and BIG ide as.”

1.

2.

3.

4.

KEY PLANNING FACTORS: 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATIO N 

AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.
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This plan is organized according to six (6) 
sub se q ue nt c ha pte rs: 1) The  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Tra il: 

Its Histo ry a nd Pre vio us Pla nning  Effo rts; 2) Ove rvie w 

of the Region; 3) Public Engagement and Vision; 4) 
User Groups, Design Standards, and Trail Character; 
5) Trail Section Analysis and Objectives; and, 6) 
Se c tio n Ma na g e me nt a nd Imple me nta tio n. 

Chapter 3: Public Engagement a nd Vision de sc rib e s 

the  pro c e ss o f pub lic  o utre a c h a nd inc lusio n, a  

c ritic a l e le me nt within the  p la nning  pro c e ss.  In 

March 2014, more than 80 citizens from across 
the  Ya dkin Va lle y a tte nde d  the  Sto ne  to  Pilo t Tra il 

Ma ste r Pla n wo rksho p. This c ha pte r hig hlig hts ma ny 

o f the  ke y “ Ide a s, Insig hts, a nd  Ba rrie rs” g le a ne d  

fro m wo rksho p pa rtic ipa nts. 

Chapter 6: Section Management and Implementation 
disc usse s re spo nsib ility fo r the  lo ng -te rm de ve lo pme nt 

a nd ma na g e me nt o f the  tra il.  This c ha pte r hig hlig hts 

tra il se g me nt ma na g e rs, the ir g e o g ra phic  a re a s o f 

re spo nsib ility, a nd  the ir prio ritie s fo r imple me nta tio n. 

Chapte r 2: Ove rvie w o f the  Re gio n pro vide s a  

brief geographic profile of the plan’s study area, 
whic h c o nsists o f a  50-mile  a re a  linking  Sto ne  

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk, the  to wns o f Elkin a nd 

Jo ne sville , a nd  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk.  This 

c ha pte r a lso  pro vide s a  de sc riptio n o f the  ke y no n-

governmental organizations working to implement 
the  MST in the  re g io n. The  c ha pte r c o nc lude s 

by summarizing local recreation and greenway 
pla ns, a nd  o the r re le va nt p la ns re la te d  to  MST 

de ve lo pme nt e ffo rts.

Chapte r 4: Use r Gro ups, De sign Standards, and Trail 

Charac te r identifies the preferred trail construction and 
de sig n sta nda rds tha t will b e st a c c o mmo da te  a  wide -

array of trail user groups. This chapter also emphasizes 
a unified theme and design for trail support facilities, 
information kiosks, wayfinding signage, etc.

Chapter 1: MST History and Changing the Historic 
Pla nning  Route  pro vide s the  histo ric a l c o nte xt fo r 

the  sta te ’ s fo re mo st tra il de ve lo pme nt prio rity. 

This c ha pte r a lso  e va lua te s pre vio us MST re g io na l 

planning efforts with significant implications for this 
study a re a . 

Chapter 5: Trail Section Analysis and Objectives 
serves as the heart of this plan, providing specific 
o b je c tive s fo r tra il a lig nme nt a nd de ve lo pme nt 

throughout the study area.  This section is organized into 
five parts, each representing a geographic sub-sector of 
the  Study Are a .  The chapter emphasizes the six (6) major 
fa c to rs: pub lic  wo rksho p c o mme nts; a sse t c o nne c tivity;  

re la tive  pa rc e l de nsity; e nviro nme nta l a sse ts; 

e nviro nme nta l c o nstra ints; a nd , se g me nt ma na g e r 

c a pa c ity.  Eve ry e ffo rt wa s ma de  to  e nsure  tha t the  tra il 

fo llo ws the  mo st me a ning ful a nd fe a sib le  ro ute .

Pla n Org a niza tion

3.

6.

2.

4.

1. 5.
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1
A simple  MST sig n g uide s hike rs at Sto ne  Mo untain 

State  Park. 
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The  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il (MST) is a n e ffo rt 

to  link Cling ma n’ s Do me  in the  Gre a t Smo ke y 

Mo unta ins Na tio na l Pa rk to  Jo c ke y’ s Ridg e  Sta te  

Pa rk lo c a te d  in the  Oute r Ba nks. NC Sta te  Pa rks 

deems the trail the flagship project of the North 
Ca ro lina  Sta te  Tra ils Pro g ra m. To da y mo re  tha n 600 

miles of the 1,000 mile route are complete and open 
for use. Utilizing temporary routes on backroads and 
bicycle paths, hikers can take part in an adventure 
a c ro ss No rth Ca ro lina .

Partners across North Carolina are helping to plan 
and build the trail to link communities together 
and to serve as the backbone of a growing system 
of land and water trails. When completed, the 
route will pass through 33 counties that include 
approximately 40 percent of the North Carolina’s 
population. 

MST HISTO RY AND C HANG ING  THE HISTO RIC  PLANNING  RO UTE

MO UNTA INS- TO - SEA  TRA IL O VERVIEW

The  Mo untains- to -Se a State  Trail sho wc ase s the  dive rsity  o f No rth Caro lina’s natural be auty  fro m the  

Appalac hian Mo untains to  the  Atlantic  Oc e an. Map fro m NCParks.go v.

1. MST Overview & History
2. MST Fa c ts a t a  Gla nc e

3. Implications of Previous MST Planning Efforts

IN THIS C HA PTER:
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The trail concept was first proposed in 1977 
by Howard Lee – then secretary of the 
N.C. Department of Natural Resources and 
Community Development. The Mountains-to-
Sea State Park Trail was made an official land-
based unit of the state park system by the 
General Assembly on August 2, 2000. 

The vast majority of the foot trail is located 
on lands not directly managed as part of its 
associated state park unit. The trail is a part of 
the  No rth Ca ro lina  Sta te  Tra ils Pro g ra m a nd  

as of August 2014, 608 miles of trail has been 
designated as a part of the MST. The segments 
of MST along the Blue Ridge Parkway were 
de sig na te d  a s a  Na tio na l Re c re a tio n Tra il in 

2005. The MST has the distinction of being the 
highest elevation, long-distance trail in the 
eastern United States, where it crosses Mount 
Mitchell at 6,684 feet (2,037 m).

History

In 1977, Ho ward Le e  (right), the n Se c re tary  o f the  

De partme nt o f Natural Re so urc e s and Co mmunity  

De ve lo pme nt, ac c o mpanie d by  Dr. Do ris Hamme tt (le ft), 

first announced the idea of “establishing a state trail 
be twe e n the  mo untains and the  se asho re  in No rth Caro lina” 

at the  Natio nal Trails Sympo sium in Lake  Junaluska. 

www.ncmst.org
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• Is North Carolina’s longest marked footpath at present

• Is one of North Carolina’s State Trails

• Climbs both the tallest mountain peak and the highest sand dune in the Eastern United   
 Sta te s

• Is being built and maintained by trail clubs, local communities and state parks

• Passes through 33 counties

• Showcases the state’s diverse landscape from hardwood forests and tea-colored swamps,  
 fading tobacco crossroads and reviving urban centers, courthouse square towns and   
 rugged gorges, remote lighthouses and mountain overlooks

• Passes through three national parks and two national wildlife refuges

• Meanders through three national forests

• Passes three lighthouses, including the nation’s tallest

• Connects 10 State Parks: Jockey’s Ridge, Falls Lake, Cliffs of the Neuse, Eno River, Haw   
 River, Hanging Rock, Pilot Mtn., Stone Mtn., Grandfather Mtn., & Mount Mitchell 

• Was proposed in 1977 and added to the state park system in 2000

• Highest elevation: 6,684 feet on Mt. Mitchell

• Lowest elevation: 26 feet on Cape Hatteras National Seashore

• Takes approximately 2,112,000 footsteps to complete

• Includes two ferry rides

• 851 volunteers worked more than 18,500 hours to build and maintain the trail in 2012

MST FAC TS AT A  G LANC E

27.4 Million 

40.5 Million 

THE NUMBER O F NO RTH C A RO LINIA NS PA RTIC IPA TING  IN 

REC REA TIO NA L A C TIVITIES O VER THE PA ST DEC A DE

TO P O UTDO O R REC REA TIO N A C TIVITIES BY PERC ENT O F STA TE 

RESIDENTS WHO  PA RTIC IPA TE

The MST was created not only for its recreational benefits, but also 
because of its implications for further developing North Carolina’s 
o utdo o r re c re a tio n e c o no my. The  o utdo o r re c re a tio n industry se c to r in 

North Carolina has experienced significant growth and warrants public 
sector investment to help generate private sector job growth. 

Divisio n o f Parks and Re c re atio n, NC De partme nt o f Enviro nme nt and Natural Re so urc e s, 2009-2013 

No rth Caro lina State wide  Co mpre he nsive  Outdo o r Re c re atio n Plan, 2008 
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Potential Economic Benefits of the MST
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Inc orporate d Tra ils

The MST incorporates many notable trails as part of 
its ro ute .

• The MST shares several miles of its route with the 
Appalachian Trail near the MST’s western trail-head.

• The Art Loeb Trail from Davidson River 
Campground in Brevard to Daniel Boone Boy Scout 
Camp

• The MST follows most of the Tanawha Trail’s      
le ng th.

• The MST shares most of the Sauratown Trail’s 
route, which is the only bridle trail that connects 
two NC state parks and is the longest trail on 
private owned lands in the state.

• A recent addition to the trail is the Haw River Trail 
(partially opened) which begins at Haw River State 
Pa rk in Guilfo rd  a nd  Ro c king ha m Co untie s a nd  

c o ntinue s to  Ca ne  Cre e k in so uthe rn Ala ma nc e  

Co unty a nd  o n to  Cha tha m Co unty.

• The MST follows the entire length of the Neusiok 
Trail which traverses the forest from a sandy beach 
on the Neuse River to a salt marsh on the Newport 
River.

The  MST utilize s a varie ty  o f trail ne two rks ac ro ss the  state , suc h as tho se  within Sto ne  Mo untain State  Park.
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Primary Planned MST Route

North Carolina
Mountains-to-Sea Trail

Western Piedmont Section
Central MST Planning Region

From Lake Townsend to Stone Mountain State Park

Major Parks

Municipality

County

Major Water Body

Major 
Hydrology

Major RoadsÜ

5 0 52.5

Miles

Alternate Planned MST Route

This section of the North Carolina Mountains-to-Sea Trail map 

was made in cooperation with:

NC Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, Division of Parks 

and Recreation

Piedmont Triad Council 
of Governments

State Trails Program
Recreational Trails Program Grant

Friends of the
Mountains to Sea Trail

Primary  No rthe rn Rural Ro ute : Fro m La ke  Bra nd t a lo ng  a n a b a nd o ne d  ra ilro a d  c o rrid o r thro ug h 
Summe rfie ld  a nd  Sto ke sd a le  in Guilfo rd  Co unty a nd  a ro und  the  so uthwe st e nd  o f Be le ws La ke  
in Fo rsyth Co unty; a lo ng  the  Da n Rive r in Sto ke s Co unty thro ug h Da nb ury; thro ug h Ha ng ing  Ro c k
 Sta te  Pa rk a nd  a lo ng  the  Sa ura to wn Tra il; thro ug h Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk in Surry Co unty a nd  
a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r thro ug h Elkin; c o ntinue  a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r in Wilke s Co unty; turn no rth 
a lo ng  the  Ro a ring  Rive r; c o ntinue  up  the  Ea st Pro ng  o f the  Ro a ring  Rive r, the  Big  Sa nd y Cre e k a nd  
Wid o ws Cre e k to  jo in with the  e xisting  MST tra il in Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk.

Primary  So uthe rn Urban Ro ute : Fro m La ke  Bra nd t a lo ng  the  p ro p o se d  Pie d mo nt 
Re g io na l Gre e nwa y thro ug h Oa k Rid g e  in Guilfo rd  Co unty; thro ug h Ke rne rsville  in 
Fo rsyth Co unty a nd  a ro und  Sa le m La ke ; a lo ng  Sa le m Cre e k thro ug h Winsto n-Sa le m; 
up  Mud d y Cre e k thro ug h Winsto n-Sa le m, Be tha nia  a nd  To b a c c o ville ; a lo ng  Old  Po nd  
Cre e k; a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r thro ug h Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk in Surry Co unty; a nd  
c o ntinuing  o n a s d e sc rib e d  in the  No rthe rn Rura l Ro ute  a b o ve .

Alte rnate  Ro ute s (Liste d  fro m Ea st to  We st): 1) Fro m Ha w Rive r Sta te  Pa rk in Ro c king ha m Co unty thro ug h Re id sville  
a nd  We ntwo rth, fo llo w a lo ng  the  Da n Rive r with a  sp ur to  Ed e n a nd  a no the r sp ur up  the  Ma yo  Rive r to  c o nne c t with 
the  Ma yo  Rive r Sta te  Pa rk; 2) Fro m the  Da n Rive r a lo ng  a n a b a nd o ne d  ra ilro a d  c o rrid o r thro ug h Wa lnut Co ve  in Sto ke s 
Co unty a nd  Rura l Ha ll a nd  To b a c c o ville  in Fo rsyth Co unty; 3) Fro m Tria d  Pa rk to  Be le ws La ke ; 4) Fro m no rthe rn Ke rne rsville  
to  Be le ws La ke ; 5) Fro m the  so uth-we st e nd  o f Be le ws La ke  a lo ng  a n a b a nd o ne d  ra ilro a d  c o rrid o r to  Wa lnut Co ve ; 
6) Fro m the  c o nflue nc e  o f Sa le m Cre e k a nd  Mud d y Cre e k d o wn the  Mud d y Cre e k to  p ro vid e  a  sp ur c o nne c to r with 
the  Ya d kin Rive r in Da vid so n Co unty; 7) fro m Mud d y Cre e k thro ug h Le wisville  to  the  Ya d kin Rive r a nd  no rth a lo ng  the  
Ya d kin Rive r; 8) fro m Mud d y Cre e k a lo ng  Mill Cre e k a nd  Gra ssy Cre e k thro ug h Rura l Ha ll a nd  c o ntinuing  no rth a lo ng  
a n a b a nd o ne d  ra ilro a d  c o rrid o r a nd  va rio us sma ll c re e ks to  c o nne c t with the  Sa ura to wn Tra il in Sto ke s Co unty; 9) fro m 
the  Ya d kin Rive r no rth a lo ng  the  Fishe r Rive r thro ug h Do b so n in Surry Co unty a nd  c o nne c ting  with the  Blue  Rid g e  Pa rkwa y
in Alle g ha ny Co unty; 10) Fro m the  Ya d kin Rive r no rth a lo ng  the  Mitc he ll Rive r a nd  c o nne c ting  to  the  Blue  Rid g e  Pa rkwa y 
in Alle g ha ny Co unty; 11) fro m Elkin no rth a lo ng  a n a b a nd o ne d  E&A Ra ilro a d  c o rrid o r p a ra lle ling  US21 a nd  fo llo wing  va rio us 
sma ll ro a d s a nd  stre a ms to  c o nne c t with the  e a ste rn e nd  o f Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk; a nd  12) fro m Elkin no rth a lo ng  Elkin 
Cre e k to  c o nne c t with the  e a ste rn e nd  o f Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk.

BUS

In 2006 the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments 
(COG) developed the Western Piedmont Section 
plan for the Mountains-to-Sea State Trail through 
an inclusive workshop process. The plan’s study 
area extends from Lake Townsend in the east to 
Stone Mountain State Park in the west. The Stone 
Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk  

study area is fully within this study area, providing 
a detailed plan for nearly half of the planning 
se c tio n. 

The COG plan recognizes that the MST trail could 
feasibly link to the Blue Ridge Parkway in a variety 
of ways. The plan identifies four (4) alternative 
routes and one (1) primary route for the MST. The 
alternative routes include Fisher River, Mitchell River, 
Old E & A Railroad, and Elkin Creek. The Roaring 
River corridor, which is located farthest to the west, 
is no te d  a s the  “Prima ry Pla nne d  Ro ute .”  

North Ca rolina  Mounta ins- to - Se a  Tra il Western Piedmont Sec tion

IMPLIC A TIO NS O F PREVIO US MST 

PLA NNING  EFFO RTS
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C urre nt MST Ro ute  fro m  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk to  Elkin

BASED ON PREVIOUS 

PLANNING EFFORTS, 

THE NORTH CAROLINA 

DIVISION OF PARKS 

AND RECREATION 

CONSIDERED ROARING 

RIVER THE PRIMARY 

PLANNED MST ROUTE.

Curre nt 

Prima ry 

Route
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HOWEVER, WITH THE 

CREATION OF THE 

ELKIN VALLEY TRAILS 

ASSOCIATION (EVTA) IN 

2012, EXTENSIVE TRAIL 

IMPLEMENTATION WORK 

HAS BEEN PERFORMED 

ALONG THE ELKIN CREEK 

CORRIDOR. 
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ADDITIONALLY, CURRENT TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 

EFFORTS FURTHER DEVIATE FROM THE ELKIN CREEK 

ALTERNATIVE CORRIDOR BY LEAVING THE CREEK 

TO TRAVERSE WELLS KNOB BEFORE REACHING 

STONE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK. NO ACTIVITY HAS 

OCCURRED ALONG THE ROARING RIVER ROUTE 

SINCE IT WAS PROPOSED.

EVTA



MST HISTO RY AND C HANG ING  THE HISTO RIC  PLANNING  RO UTE 16 p. 

Why Cha ng e  the  Route ?

No trail construction efforts have been made along 
the Preferred Roaring River Route since the adoption 
of the COG plan in 2006. 

In 2012 the Elkin Valley Trails Association (EVTA) was 
created.  The association has completed trails along 
the Old E & A Railroad, Elkin Creek, and in the Wells 
Knob area. Additionally, planning work has been 
completed by EVTA to the south of Stone Mountain 
State Park. When these efforts are coupled together 
they signify the beginning (NE out of Elkin on the Old 
E & A Railroad and Elkin Creek), the middle (Wells 
Knob), and the end (south of Stone Mountain State 
Park) of a preferred trail route. 

EVTA’s successes in this corridor have not been 
matched in any other area within the Stone Mountain 
to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk study a re a . Co nse nsus 

a mo ng  a  ra ng e  o f ke y sta ke ho lde rs, inc lud ing  lo c a l 

governments and the general public (see letters 
of support in appendix) helped to solidify the Elkin 
Creek and Wells Knob Corridor as the preferred 
route as planning progressed. Furthermore, the route 
change has been endorsed by the  Wilkes County 
Commissioners (Resolution from June 18, 2013) 
and Wilkes County has further agreed to hold trail 
e a se me nts. 

Because of the extensive trail implementation 
efforts that have been made and the high level of 
community support, this plan designates the 
Old E&A Railroad/Elkin Creek/Wells Knob corridor as 
the new official MST preferred route.
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Propose d 

Prima ry 

Route

We lls 
Knob

Pro po se d MST Ro ute  fro m  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk to  Elkin

DUE TO EVTA’S 

RECENT TRAIL 

IMPLEMENTATION 

WORK,  ROARING RIVER 

SHOULD NO LONGER BE 

THE PRIMARY PLANNED 

MST ROUTE, BUT RATHER 

THE ELKIN CREEK 

AND WELLS KNOB 

CORRIDOR SHOULD 

BE RECOGNIZED AS 

THE OFFICIAL MST 

ROUTE. 
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The  pro je c t study are a be g ins at De vils Garde n Ove rlo o k 

o n the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway. 
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O VERVIEW O F THE REG IO N

Study Area

This sub  se c tio n p la n o f the  MST stre tc he s 

a p p ro xima te ly 50 mile s c o nne c ting  Sto ne  Mo unta in 

Sta te  Pa rk, the  to wns o f Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville , a nd  

Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk. 

The  stud y a re a  b e g ins a t De vils Ove rlo o k o n the  

Blue  Rid g e  Pa rkwa y b e fo re  the  Mo unta ins-to -

Se a  Sta te  Tra il e nte rs Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk. 

Fro m Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk, the  p la nning  

c o rrid o r, whic h is a p p ro xima te ly two -mile s wid e , 

e xte nd s so uth o ve r We lls Kno b  a nd  the n to  Elkin 

Cre e k b e fo re  re a c hing  the  To wn Elkin a nd  To wn o f 

Jo ne sville . Fro m Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk to  Elkin is 

a p p ro xima te ly 17 mile s in le ng th. 

Ea st o f Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville , the  p la nning  c o rrid o r 

e xte nd s a p p ro xima te ly 26-mile s a lo ng  the  Ya d kin 

Rive r b e fo re  re a c hing  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk. The  study are a e xte nds approximate ly  70 mile s from Stone  Mountain State  Park to  the  Towns of Elkin and 

Jone sville  and to  Pilot Mountain State  Park.

Elkin

Jonesville

Dobson

Booneville

W i l k e s   

C o u n t 

Stone Mountain 

State Park

S u r r y   C o u n t y

Yadkin River

Heritage

Corridor

Pilot 

Mountain State 

Park 

Mountains-

to-Sea Trail
to the Smokey 

Mountains

Over Mountain

Victory 

Historic Trail

Sauratown

Trail
to Hanging Rock

State Park

The Elkin Valley Trails Association has 

made significant trail development progress 
between Stone Mountain and the Town of 

Elkin.
{

1. Stud y Are a

2. Ke y Ag e nc ie s a nd  Org a niza tio ns

3. Pre vio us Pla nning  Effo rts

IN THIS C HA PTER:
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The  missio n o f the  EVTA is to  inc re a se  the  q ua lity o f life  in the  Elkin Va lle y b y b uild ing  a nd  

p ro mo ting  a  ne two rk o f tra ils a nd  g re e nwa ys tha t will p ro vid e  e d uc a tio na l o p p o rtunitie s, 

p re se rve  a re a  histo ry, p ro mo te  he a lth a nd  we llne ss, p ro vid e  e c o no mic  o p p o rtunitie s a nd  

p ro mo te  a n a p p re c ia tio n a nd  a  re sp e c t fo r the  e nviro nme nt in Wilke s, Surry a nd  Ya d kin 

Co untie s a nd  c o nne c t with tra ils tha t link to  the  re st o f No rth Ca ro lina .

The  NCDPR p ro vid e s c ritic a l fund ing , o ve rsig ht, a nd  c o o rd ina tio n o f the  MST. The  missio n o f 

the  sta te  p a rks syste m is to  c o nse rve  a nd  p ro te c t re p re se nta tive  e xa mp le s o f the  na tura l 

beauty, ecological features and recreational resources of statewide significance; to provide 
outdoor recreational opportunities in a safe and healthy environment; and to provide 
e nviro nme nta l e d uc a tio n o p p o rtunitie s tha t p ro mo te  ste wa rd ship  o f the  sta te ’ s na tura l 

he rita g e .

Key Agencies and Organizations

This YRHC wo rks to  p ro mo te  

e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt 

thro ug ho ut the  re g io n 

inc lud ing  Ca ld we ll, Wilke s, 

Surry, a nd  Ya d kin Co untie s. The  

recognizable YRHC logo influenced the branding for 
this p la n. 

FMST is c o mp rise d  o f a  g ro wing  

g ro up  o f c itize ns a nd  vo lunte e rs 

who  sup p o rt the  ste wa rd ship  

a nd  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  MST 

thro ug ho ut No rth Ca ro lina . 

This se c tio n p ro vid e s a  b rie f o ve rvie w o f No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n (NCDPR) a nd  the  ma ny 

o the r no n-g o ve rnme nta l o rg a niza tio ns wo rking  o n b e ha lf o f the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il. A c o mp le te  list o f a ll 

e xisting  a nd  p o te ntia l sup p o rting / fund ing  p a rtne rs is lo c a te d  in the  a p p e nd ix. 

Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Assoc ia tion (EVTA)

North Ca rolina  Division of Pa rks a nd Re c re a tion (NCDPR)

Ya dkin Rive r He rita g e  Corridor Pa rtne rship (YRHC)

Frie nds of the  Mounta ins- to - Se a  Tra il (FMST)

EVTA VOLUNTEERS 

WORK TO BUILD 

TRAIL IN ELKIN, NC

AN FMST MEMBER PROVIDES 

COMMENTS AT THE STONE TO PILOT 

PLANNING WORKSHOP.
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Fo rme d  in 1988, the  Sa ura to wn 

Tra ils Asso c ia tio n (STA) is a  no n-

profit organization dedicated 
to  p ro mo ting , c re a ting  a nd  

ma inta ining  ho rse b a c k a nd  

hiking  tra ils in Sto ke s a nd  Surry c o untie s o f No rth 

Ca ro lina . STA’ s p rima ry missio n is to  ste wa rd  the  

25-mile  Sa ura to wn Tra il, whic h e xte nd s fro m Pilo t 

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk to  Ha ng ing  Ro c k Sta te  Pa rk. 

Roc kford Historic a l Soc ie ty

Sa ura town Tra ils Assoc ia tion

Ya dkin Va lle y Rive r Ke e pe rs

Ya dkin Va lle y Tra il Ride rs

The  Ro c kfo rd  Histo ric a l So c ie ty wo rks to  p ro mo te  a nd  

p re se rve  the  histo ric a l le g a c y o f Ro c kfo rd , NC, whic h 

is lo c a te d  no rth o f the  Ya d kin Rive r in Surry Co unty. 

Ro c kfo rd  is lo c a te d  b e twe e n Elkin a nd  Pilo t Mo unta in 

Sta te  Pa rk. 

The  Frie nd s o f Sa ura to wn 

Mo unta ins p ro vid e s a  

c o nc e rte d  e ffo rt a mo ng  

o rg a niza tio ns wo rking  

to benefit the Sauratown Mountains and support 
Ha ng ing  Ro c k a nd  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rks.

Yadkin Riverkeeper is a non-profit organization and a licensed member of the 
Wa te rke e p e r Allia nc e . The y se e k to  ma inta in a nd  imp ro ve  the  q ua lity o f the  Ya d kin Rive r 

Ba sin thro ug h e d uc a tio n, a d vo c a c y, a nd  a c tio n. The  Ya d kin Rive r is a  sta te  d e sig na te d  

tra il. 

The  Ya d kin Va lle y Tra il Rid e rs wo rk to  p ro mo te , d e ve lo p , a nd  ste wa rd  e q ue stria n tra ils 

thro ug ho ut the  Ya d kin Va lle y re g io n o f No rth Ca ro lina .  

MEMBERS OF THE YADKIN VALLEY TRAIL RIDERS 

CATCH UP DURING THE STONE TO PILOT 

MST PLANNING WORKSHOP. 

Frie nds of Sa ura town Mounta ins
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The  Re c re a tio n, Pa rks, a nd  Gre e nwa y Pla n fo r the  To wn o f Elkin wa s 

a d o p te d  b y the  to wn in 2014. This p la n a d d re sse s the  To wn o f Elkin’ s 

re c re a tio n ne e d s in a  ho listic  ma nne r. 

Sho rt-Te rm Pla nning  Go a ls (1-5 ye a rs):

1. Tra il c o nne c ting  Munic ip a l Pa rk to  Cra te r 

Pa rk 

2. Exte nsio n a nd  e xp a nsio n o f E & A Na ture  

Tra il, inc lud ing  1st ma jo r b rid g e  o ve r

Elkin c re e k no rth o f Munic ip a l Pa rk 

Mid -Te rm Pla nning  Go a ls (6-10 ye a rs):

1. Exte nd  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il 

a lo ng  Ya d kin Rive r a nd  c o nne c t with 

Surry Co unty’ s Fishe r Rive r p a rk 

Pre vious Pla nning  Efforts

OVNHT trail marke rs c an be  found at  Elkin Park and along Elkin Cre e k.

The  2014 Re c re a tion, Pa rks, a nd Gre e nwa y Pla n for 

the  Town of Elkin provide s va rious a lte rna tive  route s 

for how a  tra il, suc h a s the  Mounta ins- to - Se a  Sta te  

Tra il, c ould tra ve rse  Elkin’s munic ipa l jurisdic tion. 

Ove rmounta in Vic tory Na tiona l Historic  Tra il (OVNHT)

Esta b lishe d  b y the  U.S. Co ng re ss in 1980, the  Ove rmo unta in 

Vic to ry Na tio na l Histo ric  Tra il (OVNHT) c o mme mo ra te s the  

ro ute  ta ke n b y militia me n in 1780 fro m so uthwe st Virg inia , 

p re se nt-d a y e a ste rn Te nne sse e , a nd  the  p ie d mo nt o f No rth 

a nd  So uth Ca ro lina  to  King s Mo unta in, So uth Ca ro lina  whe re  

a  c ruc ia l Re vo lutio na ry Wa r b a ttle  to o k p la c e . Altho ug h the  tra il is no t ye t 

c o mp le te d , 57 mile s o f the  ro ute  thro ug ho ut the  330 mile -lo ng  c o rrid o r a re  

a c c e ssib le  to  the  p ub lic . To d a y, the  tra il is sup p o rte d  b y the  Na tio na l Pa rk 

Se rvic e , U.S. Fo re st Se rvic e , U.S. Army Co rp s o f Eng ine e rs, Ove rmo unta in Vic to ry 

Tra il Asso c ia tio n, va rio us histo ric a l so c ie tie s, a nd  lo c a l c itize ns. The  To wn o f Elkin 

se rve s a s a  ma jo r te rminus fo r this na tio na lly re c o g nize d  tra il, a nd  p o rtio ns o f this 

MST sub  se c tio n p la n will inc lud e  d e sig na te d  se c tio ns o f the  OVNHT.

Town of Elkin Gre e nwa y Pla n

THE TOWN OF ELKIN SERVES AS A 

MAJOR TERMINUS FOR THE OVNHT.
www.brpfounda tion.org

Recreation, Parks & 

Greenway 

Plan 
for th

e 

Town of Elkin 

 

 
 

 

2014

Tra il Pla nning  Re c omme nda tions
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Elkin/ Jone sville  Compre he nsive  Tra nsporta tion Pla n

The  Elkin/ Jo ne sville  

Co mp re he nsive  Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Pla n, a d o p te d  in July o f 2012, 

is a  lo ng -ra ng e  multi-mo d a l 

tra nsp o rta tio n p la n tha t 

c o ve rs tra nsp o rta tio n ne e d s 

thro ug h 2040. A ma jo r 

re c o mme nd a tio n o f this 

p la n is a  multi-use  p a th o n 

b o th sid e s o f the  Ya d kin Rive r 

sp a nning  fro m Elkin Cre e k to  Inte rsta te  77. 

Ad d itio na lly, the  p la n c a lls fo r o n-ro a d  imp ro ve me nts 

thro ug ho ut b o th Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville . 

Surry County Gre e nwa y Ma ste r Pla n 

The  Surry Co unty Gre e nwa y Ma ste r Pla n wa s 

c o mp le te d  in 2005. Ac c o rd ing  to  the  p la n, 

g re e nwa ys wo uld  no t o nly p ro te c t a re a s o f 

cultural or historical significance, they would 
a lso  a llo w a c c e ss to  the se  a re a s. 

A ke y o b je c tive  o f this p la n is a  tra il a lo ng  Surry 

Co unty’ s so uthe rn b o rd e r: the  Ya d kin Rive r. 

Overall, this plan proposed 
that Surry County could benefit 
economically through increased 

regional tourism, preserving the 
quality of the rural landscape, 
and by preserving local cultural 
heritage. 
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A MAJOR RECOMMENDATION OF THE 

ELKIN/ JONESVILLE COMPREHENSIVE 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN INCLUDES A 

MULTI- USE PATH ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 

YADKIN RIVER FROM ELKIN CREEK TO 

INTERSTATE 77. 
The  Elkin/ Jone sville  Compre he nsive  Transportation Plan, 

adopte d July  o f 2012, re c omme nds a multi-use  path on both 

side s o f the  Yadkin Rive r from Elkin Cre e k to  Inte rstate  77.

{
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Ya dkin County Compre he nsive  Pa rks a nd 

Re c re a tion Ma ste r Pla n

While  Ya d kin Co unty d o e s 

no t ha ve  a n a d o p te d  

g re e nwa y ma ste r p la n, the ir 

Co mp re he nsive  Pa rks a nd  

Re c re a tio n Ma ste r Pla n 

hig hlig hts the  ne e d  fo r 

future  tra il a nd  g re e nwa y 

d e ve lo p me nt. The re  is a  

c le a r d e ma nd  a mo ng  

Ya d kin Co unty re sid e nts fo r 

the se  fa c ilitie s a c c o rd ing  to  p ub lic  me e ting  

c o mme nts no te d  within the  p la n. Of p a rtic ula r 

inte re st to  Ya d kin c itize ns is furthe r d e ve lo p me nt o f 

the  Jo ne sville  Gre e nwa y b e yo nd  the  to wn limits a nd  

the  o p p o rtunity to  ultima te ly link to  Pilo t Mo unta in 

Sta te  Pa rk a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r c o rrid o r. 
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“THE POPULARITY OF [GREENWAY 

DEVELOPMENT] WAS REFLECTED IN THE 

COUNTY’S PUBLIC MEETINGS.” – 

YADKIN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PARKS AND 

RECREATION MASTER PLAN

The  Yadkin County Compre he nsive  Parks and Re c re ation Maste r Plan, adopte d January 3, 2012, highlights c itize n 

re c omme ndations for e xpanding the  Jone sville  Gre e nway be yond the  town limits and working to  link a c ounty 

trail to  Pilot Mountain State  Park.
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The  Ya d kin Rive r He rita g e  

Co rrid o r Pa rtne rship  d e ve lo p e d  

this multi-c o unty re g io na l tra il 

p la n in 2008 with the  p urp o se  

o f c re a ting  a  113-mile  

he rita g e  a nd  re c re a tio na l 

c o rrid o r to  link, p ro te c t, a nd  

preserve significant cultural 
a nd  histo ric  a sse ts within the  fo ur-

c o unty re g io n inc lud ing  Ca ld we ll, Wilke s, Surry, 

a nd  Ya d kin Co untie s. 

Ya dkin Rive r He rita g e  Corridor Pla n

Ya d kin Rive r He rita g e  Co rrid o r

    

THE YADKIN HERITAGE 

CORRIDOR ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STUDY DETERMINED 

THAT IF THE 113- MILE 

TRAIL WERE DEVELOPED, 

THEN THIS RESOURCE WOULD 

CREATE APPROXIMATELY 75 NEW 

JOBS AND RESULT IN AN ECONOMIC 

IMPACT BETWEEN $4.16 AND $6.48 

MILLION.
The  Yadkin Rive r He ritage  Corridor spans ac ross Caldwe ll, Wilke s, Surry, and Yadkin c ountie s. 

Map sourc e : goyadkinvalle y .c om

THE PROPOSED YADKIN RIVER HERITAGE CORRIDOR PROJECT: 

COMPARABLE CASE ANALYSES, DEVELOPING VISITATION ESTIM
ATES, 

SALES FORECASTS, M
ARKETING STRATEGY, M

ANAGEMENT STRATEGY AND 

BRANDING

DESS Business Research, L.L.C. 

Principal Investigators 

Dr. Michael Evans (828) 262-6222 

evansmr@appstate.edu 

Dr. Carol Pollard (828) 262-6185 

pollardce@appstate.edu 

Dr. James Stoddard (828) 262-6191 

stoddardje@appstate.edu 

 

 

 

December 2007 
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The  To wn o f Elkin he ld  a  two -

d a y wo rksho p  in De c e mb e r 

2012 to  a llo w c o mmunity 

le a d e rs to  he lp  e nvisio n the  

p o ssib ilitie s fo r a n a d a p tive  

re use  o f the  Smith-Phillip s Build ing  

d o wnto wn a t 257 Sta nd a rd  Stre e t. The  visio n is 

to  c re a te  a  He rita g e  a nd  Tra ils Ce nte r o n this to wn-

o wne d  p ro p e rty. 

Ke y p rinc ip le s we re  e xp lo re d  ne c e ssa ry fo r 

d e ve lo p ing  a  susta ina b le  re d e ve lo p me nt p la n. 

The  Elkin c o mmunity’ s stre ng ths a nd  a sse ts we re  

inc o rp o ra te d  into  the  p ro c e ss. A c o nc e p tua l ma ste r 

p la n wa s d e ve lo p e d  fo r the  site  a nd  surro und ing  

a re a s, inc lud ing  c o nne c tio ns to  d o wnto wn, the  rive r, 

ne a rb y p a rks, tra ils a nd  Ma in Stre e t.

Smith- Phillips Prope rty: De sig n a nd 

De ve lopme nt Workshop 

The  He ritage  and Trails Ce nte r will re quire  an adaptive  re use  o f the  o ld Smith-Phillips building.

As part o f the  planning proc e ss, a hiking and biking 

trail plan was produc e d.

The Heritage and Trails Center for the Town of Elkin can be designed using Smart Growth principles 
that focus on the Region, Neighborhood and Building. Combining all these elements will produce an 
attractive gateway to the community that is visually exciting and sustainable for the long term.  

Future Vision - Includes major improvements to the exterior with painting, lattice and trellis work across 
the front with a grape vine, landscpaing and a new entrance.

35

The CCE�'/ team gathered information from Elkin and <adkin Valley citi]ens during these workshops and 
have transformed it into visual realities. This section features the ideas from the community expressed in 
visual form. The team has conveyed the concepts described in the Future Vision sections into illustrated 
development options and real opportunities. 

21

PHOTORENDERING FROM DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
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The Heritage and Trails Center will 

serve as a central hub for trail activity 
throughout the region. {
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Ove r 300 Ide as, Insights and Barrie rs we re  g le ane d during  

the  public  wo rksho p.



3: PUBLIC  ENG AG EMENT AND VISIO N 30 p. 

PUBLIC  ENG AG EMENT AND VISIO N

Public  Workshop Overview

On Ma rc h 20th, 2014, mo re  

tha n 80 c itize ns fro m 

a c ro ss the  Ya dkin Va lle y 

a tte nde d  the  Sto ne  

to  Pilo t Tra il Ma ste r 

Pla n wo rksho p . The  

me e ting  wa s he ld  a t 

The  Elkin Ce nte r in the  

Town of Elkin. An event flyer was 
de ve lo pe d  a nd  wide ly d istrib ute d  

via  e ma il b y the  Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n a nd  

the  Ya dkin Rive r He rita g e  Co rrido r Pa rtne rship . 

Furthe rmo re , the  e ve nt wa s pub lic ize d  o n the  ra d io  

a nd  thro ug h so c ia l me d ia .

The  Sto ne  to  Pilo t study a re a  is b o th e xte nsive  a nd  

d ive rse ; the  pub lic  wo rksho p  a llo we d  the  p la nning  

team to capitalize on the significant public interest 
a nd  e ne rg y fo r this pro je c t a nd  to  ide ntify the  re g io n’ s 

ma ny a sse ts ide a l fo r tra il c o nne c tivity. 

To  b e g in the  wo rksho p , the  c o nsulta nt te a m 

pre se nte d  re sults fro m the  re se a rc h pha se  o f the  

p la nning  pro c e ss. This o ve rvie w wa s the  re sult o f a n 

e xte nsive  se rie s o f me e ting s with NCDPR, Elkin Va lle y 

Tra ils Asso c ia tio n a nd  o the r lo c a l g o ve rnme nt le a de rs 

thro ug ho ut the  re g io n. The  re se a rc h pha se  o ve rvie w 

pro vide d  a  fo unda tio n a nd  fra me wo rk fo r e ng a g ing  

the  pub lic  a nd  g e ne ra ting  the ir “ Ide a s, Insig hts, 

Ba rrie rs, a nd  Big  Ide a s.”   

The  workshop be gan with an ove rvie w of the  

information gle ane d from loc al trail de ve lopme nt 

le ade rs, State  Park Supe rinte nde nts, and loc al 

government officials.

Afte r pre se nting the  re sults o f the  re se arc h phase , 

DbD princ ipal, Eric  Woolridge , pre pare s workshop 

participants for idea generation. 

EVTA and NCDPR officials discuss MST development 
during a pre-workshop field visit. 

1. Pub lic  Wo rksho p  Ove rvie w

2. Ide a s, Insig hts, Ba rrie rs, a nd  Big  Ide a s

IN THIS C HA PTER:
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Ide a s, Insig hts, Ba rrie rs a nd BIG IDEAS

The  wo rksho p  a llo we d  the  pub lic  to  b ra insto rm the ir 

“ Ide a s, Insig hts, a nd  Ba rrie rs”  fo r tra il de ve lo pme nt 

thro ug ho ut the  study a re a . Five  (5) sta tio ns we re  se t 

up  a ro und  the  ro o m a c c o rd ing  to  g e o g ra phic  a re a . 

A sixth sta tio n wa s de d ic a te d  so le ly to  “Big  Ide a s.”  

Atte nde e s we re  pro vide d  with a s ma ny c o mme nt 

c a rds a s the y wishe d , whic h we re  ma rke d  with a  

numb e r a nd  stic ke r do t with the  sa me  numb e r. This 

a llo we d  pa rtic ipa nts to  write  the ir c o mme nts a nd  

the n p la c e  a  c o rre spo nd ing  do t o n the  ma p  whe re  

the  c o mme nt wa s a pp lic a b le . Mo re  tha n 200 

c o mme nts we re  c o lle c te d . 

le a de rs throug hout the  re g ion. The  re se a rc h pha se , 

a s de sc ribe d within the  workshop introduc tory pre -

se nta tion, provide d a  founda tion a nd fra me work for 

e ng a g ing  the  public . 

Superintendents from Stone Mountain State Park 
and Pilot Mountain State Park were on-hand 
to  e ngage  partic ipate s with an inte re st in the ir 

section of the study area.
Study Area Sections.
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IDEA S. INSIG HTS. BA RRIERS

Wo rksho p  pa rtic ipa nts g e ne ra te d  o ve r 100 

“ IDEAS” a t the  pub lic  me e ting . Ide a s we re  

fa r ra ng ing , with mo st re la te d  to  e q ue stria n 

o r histo ric a l to p ic s. 

“Spur tra il to  Mc Ritc hie  a nd Jone s Von Dre hle  

Wine rie s down old fa rm roa d be twe e n 

Thurmond a nd We lls Knob”

“Put Pe de stria n bridg e  whe re  

old ‘Elkin’ bridg e  wa s”

“Ta nya rd Cre e k Tra il from the  rive r to  Boonville , via  

Cora m Fa lls a nd Aba ndone d Town of Da n’s”

“Additiona l tra ilhe a ds a long  We lls Knob se c tor -  

horse  tra ile r a c c e ssible  a nd hitc hing  posts”

“Bla ze  tra il (sig na g e ) down Ma in St.”

“Construc t la rg e  bridg e  for muti- use  a c ross Gra ssy 

Cre e k (c a n se c ure  e xtra  funding  if bridg e  

supports tra c tors for a c c e ss

to  both side s)”

“Put more  foc us on the  pa ddle  tra ils of the  

Ya dkin Rive r a nd more  foc us on the

 boa t ra mp/ la unc h a t Elkin’s 

Cra te r Pa rk”

“Conne c t Mounta ins- to - Se a  Tra il via  Pilot Mounta in 

Sta te  Pa rk Corridor to  Shoa ls Community 

Re c re a tion Ce nte r. Could provide  

a c c e ss to  disc  g olf, 

hiking  tra ils, e tc .”

“Ha ve  the  tra il g o  throug h or ne a r Roc kford (the  old 

historic  c ounty se a t), bring ing  a tte ntion to  

this long  ne g le c te d a re a ”
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IDEA S. INSIG HTS. BA RRIERS.

Wo rksho p  pa rtic ipa nts b ro ug ht the ir 

inva lua b le  “ INSIGHTS” into  the  p la nning  

pro c e ss.  

“Horse  tra il a t Stone  Mounta in is ve ry nic e , 

but short”

“Natural fishing area”

“MAP+R is working  on a  pla n to  c onne c t Ara ra t Rive r 

Gre e nwa y a nd the  Ta ylor Gre e nwa y. The  tra il 

will be  107 mile s whe n done ”

“Great field at corner of Elkin Creek and Yadkin 
Rive r; pla c e  rope  bridg e  to  c ross”

“Ne e d to  de ve lop both side s of the  rive r so  you 

c a n quic kly c re a te  a  long  loop for biking , 

wa lking , a nd running ...”

“Ne e d hoste l/ ove rnig ht a c c ommoda tion to  

a nc hor a s tra il town”

“Boonville  is a  sma ll, ple a sa nt town with 

restaurants, flour mill, wineries, 
Da nie l Boone  tra il, e tc .”

“The re  is a  historic  building  on pa rk la nd a bout 75 

ya rd from c orridor tra il”

“Ac c e ss to  sma ll c orne r store  in Shoa ls a t 

c orne r of Stony Ridg e  Roa d a nd 

Shoa ls Roa d”
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IDEA S. INSIG HTS. BA RRIERS. 

In a dd itio n to  g re a t ide a s a nd  lo c a l 

insig ht, wo rksho p  pa rtic ipa nts sha re d  

wha t “BARRIERS” mig ht impe de  the ir tra il’ s 

pro g re ss. 

“Traffic barriers from Traphill Road 
to  Elkin”

“Town ordina nc e  a g a inst horse s”

“La c k of a  g ood te a m to  promote  this 

ide a  in Ya dkin County”

“Ma in c rossing  ne e ds la rg e  bridg e  (using  Ea g le  

Sc out proje c t a nd loc a l busine ss 

support to  c onstruc t)”

“Ne e d g ood c oope ra tion with De pa rtme nt

 of Tra nsporta tion”

“Ra ilroa d c rossing  ne e ds c ove r to  prote c t 

tra il use rs from fa lling  de bris 

from tra ins”

“Rig ht- of- wa y with Southe rn Ra il from 

Elkin to  Mitc he ll Rive r”

“Railroad traffic and lack of pedestrian/equestrian 
porta g e  a c c e ss ”

“No e xisting  bridg e  ove r Ara ra t Rive r”
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1.   Cyc ling  on a ll tra ils

2.   Ha ve  sma ll libra rie s a long  tra ils for hike r to  borrow books a nd   

         re turn a t othe r box

3.   Ca rria g e  tra ils

4.    Pic nic  a re a s a nd re strooms e ve ry 10- 12 mile s

5.   Ca mp Ra ve nknob, Boy Sc out Ca mp, Eque stria n (Alt MST route             

         for hike rs a nd horse s from Stone  Mtn. horse  pa rking  to  NC WRC 

         Hunt Ca mp just outside  Da ug hton Pa rk. This would tie  in 6.5 Fire   

         Rd (ope n to  riding ) with re st of horse  tra ils a nd c re a te  30+ mile s      

         o f ba c kpa c k loop for hike rs

6.   Suspe nsion bridg e  unde r I- 77

7.   Ca mpg rounds: Ma ny se pa ra te  for horse s a nd pe ople

8.   Hoste l

9.   Sing le  tra c k mounta in biking

10. Bike  Route s -  Ya dkin Co.

11. Tra ilhe a d pa rking

12. Conne c t Boonville

BIG  IDEAS

DbD Princ ipal, Te re sa Buc kwalte r, re c aps all o f the  BIG IDEAS to  the  partic ipants at the  Stone  to  

Pilot Public Workshop.
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EVTA has suc c e ssfully c o nstruc te d trail in this se c tio n 

le ading  o ut o f Elkin, NC.
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USER G RO UPS, DESIG N STA NDA RDS, A ND TRA IL C HA RA C TER

Overview

Be c a use  o f its uniq ue  g e o g ra phy a nd  mo unta ins 

tha t fra me  a  ho st o f trib uta rie s, two  urb a n 

e nviro nme nts, a nd  the  wid e  a nd  time le ss Ya d kin 

Rive r, the  Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  

Pa rk Sub  Se c tio n stud y a re a  pro vid e s fo r a n a rra y o f 

use r g ro ups a nd  e xpe rie nc e s. 

The  purpo se  o f this c ha pte r is to  o utline  the  

pre fe rre d  tra il c o nstruc tio n a nd  d e sig n sta nd a rd s fo r 

a c c o mmo d a ting  va rio us use r g ro up  c o mb ina tio ns. 

As e a c h se c tio n thro ug ho ut the  stud y a re a  

is e xa mine d  in the  sub se q ue nt c ha pte r, a  

c o rre spo nd ing  d e sig n sta nd a rd  will b e  a pp lie d . Also , 

this chapter provides specific design guidelines for 
tra il suppo rt fa c ilitie s, inc lud ing  info rma tio n kio sks 

and wayfinding signage. 

Dire c t tra il c o nne c tivity to  Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville  

p ro vid e s a n o ppo rtunity to  c a pture  e c o no mic  

impa c t. Tra il d e sig n must the re fo re  a c c o mmo d a te  

a s ma ny use rs a s po ssib le  fo r the  lo ng e st e xte nt 

po ssib le , ma king  Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville  the  hub  fo r tra il 

use rs. Ho we ve r, tra il d e ve lo pme nt must wo rk in 

c o nc e rt with o the r inve stme nts, suc h a s d o wnto wn 

re vita liza tio n, la nd  use  p la nning , a nd  infra struc ture  

a nd  c o mmunity d e ve lo pme nt. 

Cre a ting  a  b ro a d  tra il use r b a se  to  g le a n e c o no mic  

impa c t  is a  c le a r re c o mme nd a tio n within  the  

Ya d kin Va lle y Ec o no mic  Stud y. Also ,  this no tio n is 

suppo rte d  within the  p la nning  g o a ls* o utline d  within 

this p la n,  inc lud ing : 

* A list o f all planning  g o als are  fo und o n pag e  3. 

• Consider and define what user group(s) this  
trail might serve, provide for as many users 
groups as possible, and define the optimal trail 
corridor width; and

• Create a trail system that maximizes regional 
economic impact. 

TRA IL SO LUTIO NS: IMBA ’S G UIDE TO  

BUILDING  SWEET SING LE TRA C K

The  Inte rna tio na l Mo unta in Biking  Asso c ia tio n’ s 

(IMBA) Trail So lutio ns is a  va lua b le  re so urc e  

fo r tra il b uild ing  o f a ll type s. To p ic s ra ng e  fro m 

c o nc e ptua l p la nning  a nd  o rg a niza tio n to  

ma inte na nc e , a nd  a lso  inc lud e  c o nstruc tio n 

sta nd a rd s (se e  b e lo w).

A  TRA IL BUILDING

  RESO URC E

Co nstruc tio n standard fo r inslo pe d turns.

1. Ove rvie w

2.  Use r Gro ups

2. Tra il Type s a nd  Sta nd a rd s

3.  Pe rmitting

4.  Tra il Cha ra c te r

IN THIS C HA PTER:
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Pedestrian*

Bicyclists

River

Off Highway Vehicles (OHV)

Equestrians

User Groups

Hikers: Utilize  tra ils fo r re c re a tio na l purpo se s usua lly fo r a  d a y o r le ss

Backpackers: Utilize  tra ils fo r re c re a tio na l purpo se s a nd  typ ic a lly sta y fo r 

multip le  d a ys a t a  time  

Walkers: Utilize  b o th tra ils a nd  pa ve d  surfa c e s typ ic a lly fo r e xe rc ise  o r 

d a ily c o mmuting

Runners/joggers: Utilize  b o th tra ils a nd  pa ve d  surfa c e s fo r lo ng -d ista nc e  

c a rd io va sc ula r e xe rc ise

The trail user groups detailed below are classified into overarching categories, 
whic h inc lud e  a  list o f po te ntia l tra il use r g ro ups. Ea c h o f the se  o ve ra rc hing  

categories correspond to specific trail types, which are discussed in greater 
d e ta il o n the  fo llo wing  pa g e s. 

Spe c ia l a tte ntio n sho uld  b e  g ive n to  a ny a re a s a t whic h the re  is a  tra nsitio n 

b e twe e n use r g ro ups. The  sa me  spe c ia l a tte ntio n sho uld  b e  g ive n to  a re a s 

a t whic h use r g ro ups e nc o unte r ro a d s, ra ilro a d s, a nd  rive rs b y inc o rpo ra ting  

sa fe ty c o nc e rns o f a ll use rs a nd  pa rtne r a ppro va l o f tra il c o nd itio ns.

Horseback riding: Invo lve s re c re a tio na l ho rse b a c k rid ing  typ ic a lly o n 

na tura l surfa c e s o r multi-use  pa ths 

Trail Riders: Off-ro a d  b ic yc lists tha t utilize  na tura l surfa c e s a nd  tra ils

Ro ad Ride rs: Bic yc lists tha t utilize  ro a d wa ys a nd  o the r pa ve d  surfa c e s

Canoing: Wa te r na vig a tio n invo lving  a  sma ll, po inte d , o pe n-to p  b o a t 

typ ic a lly o c c up ie d  b y 1 to  3 ind ivid ua ls with o a rs

Kayaking: Wa te r na vig a tio n invo lving  a  sma ll a nd  na rro w b o a t o pe ra te d  

b y typ ic a lly 1 ind ivid ua l with a  d o ub le -b la d e d  pa d d le  

Rafting: Na vig a tio n thro ug h rive rs c ha ra c te rize d  b y ra p id s via  a  me d ium-

sized inflatable vessel operated by multiple individuals with oars

Tubing: Water navigation involving an inflatable tube occupied by 1 
ind ivid ua l witho ut a n o a r o r pa d d le  

OHV’s or Off-Highway Vehicles, are specifically designed for off-road 
use . Exa mple s o f OHVs inc lud e  a ll-te rra in ve hic le s (ATVs), o ff-hig hwa y 

mo to rc yc le s, a nd  sno wmo b ile s.

During  the  pub lic  wo rksho p , no  fa vo ra b le  c o mme nts re g a rd ing  OHV usa g e  

o n the  tra il we re  pro vid e d . In a d d itio n, no  OHV g ro ups we re  in a tte nd a nc e  

at the workshop. Use of trails that are not specifically constructed for OHV 
use  a re  sub je c t to  e ro sio n, rutting  a nd  tre e  d a ma g e  d ue  to  the  we ig ht a nd  

spe e d  o f OHVs. In a d d itio n, OHV usa g e  o f no n-OHV tra ils p re se nts a  

c le a r sa fe ty thre a t to  o the r tra il use rs, suc h a s e q ue stria ns a nd  pe d e stria ns.
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Expected Traffic Volume
The  Ya d kin Rive r He rita g e  Co rrid o r Ec o no mic  

Impa c t Stud y, whic h pro vid e s the  o nly 

e mpiric a l re se a rc h to  pro je c t the  vo lume  o f 

tra il use rs in this re g io n, a ntic ipa te s 83,000 

ne w visito rs to  the  re g io n upo n c o mple tio n 

o f a  tra il a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Co rrid o r. 

Do  to  the  e xte nsive  le ng th o f the  tra il within 

the  stud y a re a , whic h will na tura lly d ispe rse  

tra il use rs, a nd  the  susta ina b le  tra il d e sig n 

g uid e line s pro vid e d  within this p la n, this 

p la nne d  tra il syste m c o uld  pro vid e  fo r 

c o nsid e ra b ly mo re  vo lume . Fo r e xa mple , 

c o nsid e r tha t Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  pa rk 

a nd  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk e ffe c tive ly 

ma na g e  a nd  pro vid e  fo r a n e stima te d  

181,075 a nd  227,993 hike rs re spe c tive ly.

The Yadkin River Heritage Corridor 

Economic Impact Study anticipates 

83,000 new visitors to the region 

upon completion of a trail along 

the Yadkin Corridor.

Tim Jo hnso n, NCDPR’s We ste rn Re gio nal Trails Spe c ialist, to urs ne wly  c o nstruc te d EVTA trails in Elkin, NC. 

{
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USER GROUP: Hike rs

MATERIAL: Na tura l mine ra l so il surfa c e

PREFERRED WIDTH: 2’  to  4’  (Min. 2’ )

PREFERRED EASEMENT WIDTH: 50’  – 100’  

d e pe nd ing  o n te rra in, la nd o wne r 

willing ne ss a nd  pro ximity to  hig hwa ys, 

rive rs, ra ilro a d  b e d , e tc . 

*Re fe re nc e  Trail So lutio ns: IMBA’ S Guide  

to  Building  Swe e t Sing le trac k (p .137) fo r 

Be nc h Cut Trail Co nstruc tio n

COMPACTED 
SUBGRADE

2% CROSS-SLOPE

6-8’ TRAIL
CORRIDOR

12’
CLEAR
ZONE

3:1 MAX.

NATIVE
VEGETATION

COMPACTED
NATURAL MINERAL SOIL

36-48”

CE
NT

ER
LI

NE
 

NATIVE SOIL
RE-SEEDED WITH 
APPROPRIATE MIX

(A) Single-use Trail

Tra il Type s a nd Sta nda rds

This Se c tio n d e sc rib e s thre e  (3) type s o f 

tra ils to  me e t the  ne e d s o f va rio us use r 

g ro ups: A) Sing le -use  Tra il; B) Dua l-use  

Tra il; a nd  C) Multi-use  Gre e nwa y. 
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8’ (min.)
12’ (pref.)

2-5%

2% 

SLOPE

(A) Bench Cut - Outsloped (A) Bench Cut - Crowned
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USER GROUP: Hike rs, b ic yc lists, 

whe e lc ha ir use rs, in-line  ska te rs, stro lle rs

MATERIAL: Bitumino us pa ve me nt

PREFERRED WIDTH: 10’  to  12’  (Min. 10’ )

PREFERRED EASEMENT WIDTH: 50’  – 100’  

d e pe nd ing  o n te rra in, la nd o wne r 

willing ne ss a nd  pro ximity to  hig hwa ys, 

rive rs, ra ilro a d  b e d , e tc . 

(C) Multi-use Greenway

Tr
a

il 
Ty

p
e

 “
C

”
 C

o
n

st
ru

c
ti

o
n

 S
ta

n
d

a
rd

Tr
a

il 
Ty

p
e

 “
C

”
 C

o
n

c
e

p
tu

a
l D

e
si

g
n

Tr
a

il 
Ty

p
e

 “
B

”
 C

o
n

st
ru

c
ti

o
n

 S
ta

n
d

a
rd

Tr
a

il 
Ty

p
e

 “
B

”
 C

o
n

c
e

p
tu

a
l D

e
si

g
n

USER GROUP: Eq ue stria n & hike rs

MATERIAL: Na tura l surfa c e  o f c rushe d  

gravel fines

PREFERRED WIDTH: 8’  fo r two -wa y 

e q ue stria n tra ve l (Min. 5’ )

PREFERRED LONGITUDINAL SLOPE:  

Va rie d , b ut no t e xc e e d ing  8% in o rd e r 

to  minimize  so il e ro sio n. Tra il to  fo llo w 

to po g ra phy. 

PREFERRED EASEMENT WIDTH: 50’  – 100’  

d e pe nd ing  o n te rra in, la nd o wne r 

willing ne ss a nd  pro ximity to  ro a d s, 

c re e ks, e tc . 

(B) Dual-use Trail

2” ASPHALT

6” AGGREGATE 
BASE

COMPACTED 
SUBGRADE

1/4”/ FT. OF SLOPE

2’2’ 10-12’

2” CRUSHER
FINES

12” AGGREGATE 
BASE

COMPACTED 
SUBGRADE

1/4”/ FT. OF SLOPE

2% TYPICAL

6-8’

12’

CLEAR

ZONE

5% TYPICAL

NATIVE
VEGETATION

4” PULVERIZED
TOPSOIL

(B) Crowned - Flat Surface (B) Bench Cut - Sloped Surface

10’ (min.)

12’ (pref.)

2-5% 

Crosslope

10’ (min.)

12’ (pref.)

clearance

5’
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(D) Multi-use Greenway with 
Parallel Equestrian Trail

USER GROUP: All use r Gro ups

MATERIAL: Pa ra lle l tre a d s – o ne  with 

crusher fines and the other bituminous 
pa ve me nt

PREFERRED WIDTH: 8’  fo r na tura l surfa c e  

(crusher fines) trial and 10’ to 12’ for 
pa ve d  tra il

PREFERRED EASEMENT WIDTH: 75’  – 100’  

d e pe nd ing  o n te rra in, la nd o wne r 

willing ne ss a nd  pro ximity to  hig hwa ys, 

rive rs, ra ilro a d  b e d , e tc .

NOTE: The  Multi-use  Gre e nwa y with 

Pa ra lle l Eq ue stria n Tra il is a  pre fe rre d  

sta nd a rd . In a re a s with to po g ra phic  

c ha lle ng e s the  pa ra lle l tra ils ma y 

ne e d  to  d ive rg e  fro m o ne  a no the r fo r 

a  pa rtic ula r d ista nc e . In the  c a se  o f 

“p inc h po int”  sc e na rio s, the  two  tra ils 

ma y ne e d  to  c o nso lid a te  into  o ne  tra il 

fo r a  pa rtic ula r d ista nc e . 

 (See Trail Type “C”

Construction Standard) 

 (See Trail Type “B”

Construction Standard) 



4: USER G RO UPS, DESIG N STA NDA RDS, A ND TRA IL C HA RA C TER 46 p. 

Railroad CrossingsRoad Crossings

Crossings

So urc e : https://www.fhwa.do t.g o v/e nviro nme nt/re c re atio nal_trails/

public atio ns/rwt/pag e 22.c fm

Spe c ia l c o nsid e ra tio n will ne e d  to  b e  pro vid e d  in a re a s whe re  the  tra il inte rse c ts a nd  c ro sse s ro a d s a nd  ra il line s.

Sig na g e  will no tify b o th tra il use rs a nd  ve hic le s o f a  

pe nd ing  c ro ssing . An a c c e ss g a te  o r b o lla rd s sho uld  b e  

lo c a te d  a ppro xima te ly 20’  fro m the  ro a d  inte rse c tio n, 

preventing vehicular traffic, but also providing access for 
ma inte na nc e  a nd  e me rg e nc y se rvic e  ve hic le s. In urb a n 

a re a s a d d itio na l d e sig n e le me nts c a n b e  inc o rpo ra te d , 

suc h a s a  ra ise d  spe e d  ta b le , te xture d  pa ving , a nd  the  

narrowing of the street to encourage traffic calming.

Sig na g e  will no tify tra il use rs o f the  pe nd ing  

ra ilro a d  c ro ssing . An a c c e ss g a te  o r b o lla rd s 

sho uld  b e  lo c a te d  a ppro xima te ly 20’  fro m the  

railroad intersection, preventing vehicular traffic, 
b ut a lso  pro vid ing  a c c e ss fo r ma inte na nc e  a nd  

e me rg e nc y se rvic e  ve hic le s. Fe nc ing  sho uld  b e  

p la c e d  a lo ng  the  tra il a s it p ro g re sse s to wa rd s the  

inte rse c tio n, c re a ting  a  g a te wa y a nd  sig na ling  to  

tra il use rs the  uniq ue  e nviro nme nt a he a d .

45  C RO SSING

90  C RO SSING

Signilization is required for 45   crossings.
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Pe rmitting

Ro a d wa y Rig ht-o f-Wa y

Stre a ms a nd  We tla nd s

Build ing  tra ils to  a c c o mmo d a te  e q ue stria n rid e rs 

re q uire s kno wle d g e  o f the  ne e d s a nd  b e ha vio rs o f 

ho rse s a nd  o the r tra il a nima ls (re fe rre d  to  a s “ sto c k”).  

Pla nning  fo r ma nure  ma na g e me nt a t tra ilhe a d s o r 

pro vid ing  a c c e ss to  wa te r, fo r insta nc e , a re  impo rta nt 

c o nsid e ra tio ns.  In te rms o f b e ha vio ra l ma tte rs, ho rse s 

a nd  mule s a re  mo st c o mfo rta b le  in the  tra c k tha t 

o the r sto c k ha ve  tro d .  The y fa vo r the  o ute r e d g e  o f a  

tre a d , e spe c ia lly if this g ro und  is le ss d e nse ly pa c ke d .

In a d d itio n, sto c k te nd  to  sta y a  c o mfo rta b le  d ista nc e  

a wa y fro m o the r tra il use rs a nd  fro m wa lls o r fe nc e s 

the y c a nno t se e  thro ug h o r o ve r.

To  a c c o mmo d a te  this b e ha vio r, tra ils a re  

re c o mme nd e d  to  b e  wid e r (5-8’ ) a nd  ro ute d  a wa y 

fro m d isturb ing  a c tivity.  In a d d itio n to  the  tre a d  

wid th, a  “ shy d ista nc e ”  –a d d e d  c le a r wid th o n the  

e d g e  o f the  tra il—is impo rta nt to  d e sig n fo r. Any 

fe nc e  o r shrub  b a rrie r sho uld  b e  o pe n o r lo we r tha n 

54”  fo r sto c k to  se e  o ve r o r thro ug h.

Ma te ria l o f the  tra il is a n impo rta nt c o nsid e ra tio n fo r 

lo ng  te rm use  a nd  c o mfo rt. Crushe d  ro c k (pre fe ra b ly 

less than 1/2” in size) with fines, or crusher fines is a slip 
re sista nt, d ura b le  a nd  d ust fre e  ma te ria l whic h a lso  

pro vid e s g o o d  ho rse  c o mfo rt a nd  lo we r ma inte na nc e  

tha n wo o d c hips. 

La stly, c o nsid e ring  a  ho rse  with a  rid e r c a n we ig h up  

to 1400lbs, the impact to trails can be significant. If not 
designed to accommodate water flow, horse trails 
can develop significant erosion.  With this in mind, the 
lo ng itud ina l slo pe  o f a  tra il a c c o mmo d a ting  ho rse  

rid e rs wo uld  pre fe ra b ly b e  no  mo re  tha n 8% (10% 

ma ximum).  The  slo pe  o f the  tra il sho uld  b e  le ss tha n 

1/ 2 o f the  g ra d e  o f the  sid e  slo pe . This ma y re q uire  a  

lo ng e r tra il to  tra ve rse  hilly te rra in. 

Any c o nstruc tio n o f the  tra il in the  Rig ht-o f-Wa y 

o f De pa rtme nt o f Tra nspo rta tio n will re q uire  a n 

e nc ro a c hme nt pe rmit.  This is o b ta ine d  fro m the  

division engineering office. The study area is served 
b y Divisio n 11.  Furthe rmo re , a ll d e sig n sta nd a rd s will 

re q uire  a ppro va l fro m NCDOT.  It is impo rta nt to  no te  

tha t the  U.S. Fe d e ra l Hig hwa y Ad ministra tio n (FHWA) 

ha s ind ic a te d  a  c ha ng e  in po lic y to wa rd  mo re  

flexible design standards for bicycle and pedestrian 
infra struc ture .  (Se e  FHWA me mo  in Appe nd ix).

Stre a ms a re  re g ula te d  und e r the  Cle a n Wa te r Ac t 

(CWA) b y b o th fe d e ra l a nd  sta te  g o ve rnme nt 

a g e nc ie s. The  US Army Co rps o f Eng ine e rs (USACE) 

regulates the dredging and filling of Waters of the US 
(inc lud ing  stre a m a nd  we tla nd s) und e r se c tio n 404 o f 

the  CWA.  The  NC De pa rtme nt o f Enviro nme nt a nd  

Na tura l Re so urc e s (DENR) Divisio n o f Wa te r Re so urc e s 

(DWR) re g ula te s d isc ha rg e s o f po lluta nts to  Wa te rs o f 

the  Sta te  und e r se c tio n 401 o f the  CWA.  

Any impa c t to  stre a ms o r we tla nd s thro ug ho ut 

the  c o rrid o r will re q uire  b o th se c tio n 404 a nd  401 

pe rmits.  One  a pp lic a tio n fo rm is use d  fo r b o th 

pe rmits a nd  sub mitte d  to  b o th a g e nc ie s. To ta l stre a m 

impa c ts up  to  300 line a r fe e t c a n b e  pe rmitte d  using  

Na tio nwid e  Pe rmits (NWP) a nd  a sso c ia te d  Wa te r 

Equestrian Trails Require Special Design Considerations

So urc e : http ://www.fhwa.do t.g o v/e nviro nme nt/re c re atio nal_trails/public atio ns/fs_public atio ns/07232816/to c .c fm
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Permitting Continued

Flo o d p la insBuffe rsStre a ms a nd  We tla nd s Co ntinue d

Any tra il se c tio n tha t is e sta b lishe d  in the  re g ula to ry 

floodway will require a floodway study, or Flood Study 
to  d e mo nstra te  tha t the  pro po se d  wo rk will no t re sult 

in a ny inc re a se  o r d e c re a se  (b e yo nd  a c c e pta b le  

limits) in e le va tio n o r e xte nt o f the  ma ppe d  100 ye a r 

flood.  This “No Impact” certification is regulated 
thro ug h FEMA b ut so ug ht thro ug h the  lo c a l c o unty 

government. Generally, any filling of soil in the 
floodway will trigger this requirement.  As a result, 
so me  se c tio ns ma y re q uire  ra ise d  b o a rd wa lk inste a d  

of filling. 

A b uffe r is the  la nd  a re a  surro und ing  a  stre a m.  If 

a ny se c tio n o f tra il impa c ts the  b uffe r o f a  stre a m 

that is classified as a “Trout Stream” additional 
c o mplia nc e  is re q uire d .  A 25’ -wid e  b uffe r must 

re ma in und isturb e d  b y d e ve lo pme nt (inc lud ing  

paved trails) on both sides of a classified trout stream.  
Fo r e nc ro a c hme nt into  tro ut b uffe rs tha t c a nno t b e  

a vo id e d  a nd  tha t e xc e e d  10% o f the  to ta l b uffe r 

le ng th o n the  site  o r 100 fe e t o f b uffe r in a ny 1000 fe e t 

o f b uffe r (whic he ve r is le ss) will re q uire  a  Tro ut Buffe r 

Wa ive r fro m the  NC DENR La nd  Qua lity Se c tio n. 

Quality Certifications.  Impacts to stream exceeding 
300 line a r fe e t wo uld  re q uire  a n Ind ivid ua l Pe rmit 

(IP). NWP’ s c a n typ ic a lly b e  o b ta ine d  within 45 to  

90 d a ys fo llo wing  sub missio n o f a n a pp lic a tio n.  IP 

a pp lic a tio ns a re  muc h mo re  e la b o ra te  a nd  c a n ta ke  

up  to  1 ye a r fo r a ppro va l. 

If impa c ts to  stre a m e xc e e d  150 line a r fe e t, the  

USACE will re q uire  c o mpe nsa to ry mitig a tio n, usua lly 

a t a  2:1 ra tio .  Ho we ve r, so me  stre a ms within the  

c o rrid o r a re  c o nsid e re d  Hig h Qua lity Wa te rs whic h 

wo uld  re q uire  mitig a tio n a t a  3:1 ra tio .

If impa c ts to  we tla nd  e xc e e d  .1 a c re s, the  USACE will 

typ ic a lly re q uire  c o mpe nsa to ry mitig a tio n a t a  2:1 

ra tio  (3:1 with hig h q ua lity we tla nd s).  
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Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor Partnership Signage and Wayfinding Plan
Trail Character

In 2012, the Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor Partnership produced a detailed wayfinding and 
sig na g e  p la n to  he lp  visua lly unify the  re g io n. 

Thro ug h a  re c e nt g ra nt a wa rd e d  b y the  Fe d e ra l Hig hwa y Ad ministra tio n, Surry a nd  Wilke s 

Counties will soon implement elements of the signage and wayfinding program.  

This wayfinding plan provides a template for signage across the region including signage 
a sso c ia te d  with this se c tio n o f the  MST. All MST re la te d  c o nstruc tio n d o c ume nts within this 

region should incorporate signage specifications in accordance with this regionally adopted 
wayfinding plan. 

www.merjedesign.com

Panels

Icons

www.merjedesign.com

www.merjedesign.com

Welcome Center
Kiosks
Signage System Overview

KIOSK.4
KIOSK.5
KIOSK.6

6'-0"

7'-6"

9'-0"

10'-6"

PANEL E

PANEL F

DEST.2
Rural Destination ID

RIVER.1
Yadkin River Marker

MARK.1
Trailhead Map
Double-Post

MARK.2
Trailhead Marker

Single-Post

Laura 
Foster
Gravesite

No Parking 2am–6am
Cars will be towed at owner’s expense

Street Parking Meters enforced
9am–Midnight, Mon–Fri

Yadkin
River

Yadkin River Greenway

TRAILS

Crutchfield 
Trailhead

Yadkin River 
Access

RIVER

INTERP.1
Rural Interpretive

INTERP.2
Downtown Interpretive

Kiosk

Wayfinding
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TRA IL SEC TIO N  A N A LYSIS A N D O BJEC TIV ES

O ve rvie w

This c ha pte r se rve s a s the  he a rt o f the  MST - Sub  Se c tio n Pla n - Sto ne  

Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master Plan, providing specific 
o b je c tive s fo r tra il a lig nme nt a nd  de ve lo pme nt thro ug ho ut the  study 

a re a . The  c ha pte r b e g ins with a n o ve rvie w o f the  me tho do lo g y fo r 

de te rmining  the  tra il ro ute  a nd  fe a sib ility fo r c o nstruc tio n. Sub se q ue ntly, 

the chapter is organized into five (5) parts, each representing a 
geographic Section of the master plan study area, including: 1) Stone 
Mountain State Park; 2)Wells Knob; 3) Trail Towns; 4) Yadkin River; and 5) 
Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk.

For planning purposes, the study area was divided into five major planning sections. 
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1. Me tho do lo g y

2. Tra il Se c tio n Ana lysis a nd  

    Ob je c tive s 

3. Trail Feasibility Summary

IN THIS C HA PTER:
Five (5) site suitability factors were considered to 
determine the planned trail route
 

Public Workshop: 
Ide a s, Insig hts, a nd  
Ba rrie rs

Asse t Co nne c tivity

Pa rc e l De nsity

Enviro nme nta l 
Assets: Floodplain

Enviro nme nta l 
Co nstra ints: Ste e p  
Slopes, Railroads, 
Brownfields
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The trail route was determined based on five major site suitability factors: public workshop comments; asset 
c o nne c tivity;  re la tive  pa rc e l de nsity; e nviro nme nta l a sse ts; a nd  e nviro nme nta l c o nstra ints.  The se  fa c to rs,  

inc lud ing  se g me nt ma na g e r c a pa c ity, a re  c ritic a l me a sure s fo r e va lua ting  the  like liho o d  a nd  fe a sib ility fo r tra il 

implementation. For each planning study section, the se  “ fe a sib ility fa c to rs”  a re  e va lua te d  to  de te rmine  o ve ra ll 

likelihood of success and are highlighted in the “Quick Facts” that begin each section description. The “feasibility 
fa c to rs”  a re  e xpla ine d  in mo re  de ta il b e lo w.

      High Asset Connectivity. This fa c to r me a sure s the  e xte nt to  whic h a  po te ntia l tra il ro ute  c o nne c ts to  a ny 

e xisting  pa rk, e xisting  rive r a c c e ss po int, e xisting  tra il, e xisting  o r po te ntia l tra ilhe a d , o r o the r na tura l/ c ultura l a sse ts. 

To receive this designation, the trail section must contain two (2) or more assets for connectivity. 

      Relative Parcel Density. This ra tio  e va lua te s the  numb e r o f pa rc e ls tha t the  tra il will ne e d  to  c ro ss in a  pa rtic ula r 

p la nning  se c tio n re la tive  to  the  numb e r o f pa rc e ls tha t will ne e d  to  b e  c ro sse d  in the  e ntire  study a re a . Sinc e  tra il 

ro ute s impa c ting  fe we r pro pe rty o wne rs a re  mo re  fe a sib le , this ra tio  se rve s a s a n impo rta nt to o l fo r de te rmining  

the  like liho o d  o f suc c e ss.  A ra tio  o r numb e r le ss tha n 1 me a ns tha t the re  a re  more  la ndo wne rs in a  pa rtic ula r 

se c tio n re la tive  to  the  tra il a s a  who le . A ra tio  o r numb e r g re a te r tha n 1 me a ns the re  a re  fe we r la ndo wne rs in a  

pa rtic ula r se c tio n re la tive  to  the  tra il a s a  who le , whic h re sults in a  “hig h re la tive  pa rc e l de nsity”  de sig na tio n fo r 

tho se  p la nning  se c tio ns. 

      Favorable Environment. This factor considers the presence of floodplain areas or absence of steep slopes, 
railroad, or brownfield along a proposed trail route. The proposed trail type was considered when evaluating this 
fa c to r. 

      Segment Manager Commitment.  This factor considers whether or not an identified segment manager has 
ta ke n re spo nsib ility fo r a  se c tio n o f tra il. 

Me thodology

Example:
If thirty-four (34) parcels provide for (5) five miles of trail in a sub-section, the ratio is 0.14 (5/34). This ratio is 
then divided by the ratio of the overall trail (0.18), resulting in a relative parcel density of 0.78 (0.14/0.18). 
Because the relative parcel density of 0.78 is less than one (1), this means that there are more landowners in 
this pa rtic ula r se c tio n re la tive  to  the  tra il a s a  who le . 

Q uic k Fa c ts Exa m p le  Te m p la te

Each planning sector begins with “quick facts” 
to highlight the major characteristics of the 
preferred trail route.

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: XX

SEGMENT MANAGER(S)/  DCG(S)*: XX

TOTAL LENGTH: XX mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: XX

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT 

FEASIBILITY FACTORS LEGEND:

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG - Delegated Community Group - Where a Segment 
Ma na g e r de le g a te s re spo nsib ility to  a  c o mmunity g ro up  

through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). An 
e xa mple  MOU is lo c a te d  in the  a ppe ndix. DCG’ s re fe rre d  

to in Quick Facts should be considered proposed, with 
the exception of a Wilkes County - EVTA MOU.  

STRONG WEAKNEUTRAL
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Organization:

Definition of Terms:

Ea c h p la nning  se c tio n de sc riptio n b e g ins with the  

“Quick Facts”, includes a detailed map with a written 
analysis.  Targeted trail users are identified for each 
se c to r, whic h, a s no te d  in the  pre vio us c ha pte r, ha s 

significant implications for trail easement acquisition 
a nd  tra il c o nstruc tio n. Othe r d isc ussio n po ints inc lude  

ke y o ppo rtunitie s fo r c o nne c tivity, b a rrie rs, a nd  

g e ne ra l fe a sib ility. 

Pla nning  Se c tion. A planning  se c tio n is a  d istinc t 

p la nning  a re a  within the  la rg e r p la n. The  Sto ne  to  

Pilot Trail Master Plan has five (5) planning  se c tio ns.

Pla nning  Sub- se c tion. Be c a use  o f the  la rg e  a re a  

covered within the Wells Knob and Yadkin River 
planning  se c tio ns, the se  se c tio ns we re  furthe r 

re duc e d  to  planning  sub-se c tio ns. 

Preliminary analysis 
maps, such as the The 

Yadkin River Section 
Analysis Map, served as a 

tool for collecting public 
workshop comments. 

These maps highlighted 
assets, parcel density, 

and environmental assets 
and constraints.

To determine the 
pre fe rre d trail route , the  

analysis maps along with 
public comments were 

analyzed in the field. 
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THE PROJECT STUDY AREA STARTS AT 

DEVILS GARDEN OVERLOOK.
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Se c tion 1: Stone  Mountain State  Park

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

The  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Pla nning  Se c to r b e g ins 

in the  jurisd ic tio n o f the  Na tio na l Pa rk Se rvic e ’ s Blue  

Ridge Parkway. Devils Garden Overlook, located at 
milepost 235.7 on the Blue Ridge Parkway, serves as 
the  g a te wa y o f the  MST to  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk, 

whic h is ma na g e d  b y the  No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n 

of Parks and Recreation. This gateway provides an 
o ppo rtunity to  c re a te  a  d istinc tive  we ste rn e ntra nc e  

a nd  e xit fo r the  Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t Mo unta in 

Sta te  pa rt se c tio n o f the  MST. 

The MST entrance at Devils Garden Overlook 
provides an opportunity to create a distinctive 
gateway to the Stone to Pilot trail section.

Stone  Mounta in Sta te  Pa rk Supe rinte nde nt Ja ne t Pe a rson points to  Stone  Mounta in from De vils Ga rde n Ove rlook.

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPES: A & B (Transition @ Stone Mtn. Rd.)

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*:  NCDPR; Wilkes              
          Co .; EVTA

TOTAL LENGTH: 10.7 Mile s

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

Se c tion Study Are a

(Devils Garden to Stone Mtn. Rd.)

(Stone Mtn. Rd. to Traphill Rd. )

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 
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& Eque strian So uth

The  MST e xte nds so uth thro ug h the  

he a rt o f the  sta te  pa rk, pa ssing  

a  primitive  c a mpg ro und  b e fo re  

accessing the Stone Mountain Road 
pa rking  a re a . This se c tio n o f tra il is 

approximately 6.5 miles in length. 
From here, trail users must currently 
wa lk e a st a lo ng  the  Sto ne  Mo unta in 

Road for 1.1 miles before reaching 
the Lower Trailhead Parking area, 
whic h pro vide s a c c e ss to  a  ho st o f 

Sta te  Pa rk tra ils. 

The  re c o mme nde d  MST ro ute  utilize s 

the  we ste rn po rtio n o f the  Sto ne  

Mountain Loop and the Lower 
Falls Trail. From here, a new section 
o f tra il will ne e d  to  b e  c re a te d  

linking the Lower Falls Trail (along 
with the  e xisting  Brid le  Tra il to  the  

west) to John P. Frank Parkway. At 
the intersection of Lower Falls Trail 
a nd  the  Brid le  Tra il, the  tra il type  

tra nsitio ns fro m hiking -o nly to  hiking  

a nd  e q ue stria n.
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A forma l tra ilhe a d will ne e d 

to  be  c re a te d a t the  ne w tra il 

inte rse c tion a t John P. Fra nk 

Pa rkwa y. This informa tion kiosk will 

we lc ome  ne w pa rk visitors a nd 

inform those  e xiting  tha t the y a re  

no long e r within the  Sta te  Pa rk.

The Stone Mountain Loop 
trail is accessed from the 
Lower Trailhead Parking 
Area.
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Sig na g e  a nd pa rking  should be  improve d a t the  Stone  Mounta in Roa d tra ilhe a d. 

1. Provide for hiking-only use from the Blue Ridge 
Parkway to the intersection of the Lower Falls Trail, 
Brid le  Tra il, a nd  pro po se d  so uthe rn tra il c o rrido r. 

2. Eng a g e  in a  c o nve rsa tio n with the  Na tio na l 

Pa rk Se rvic e  a b o ut impro ving  sig na g e  re la te d  to  

the  MST a t De vil Ga rde n Ove rlo o k. 

3. Improve the parking area at Stone Mountain 
Road.

4. Conduct a detailed trail analysis to identify 
po te ntia l tra il ro ute s fo r re mo ving  hike rs fro m 

Stone Mountain Road.

5. Construct a hiking and equestrian trail 
connecting the Bridle Trail to John P. Frank 
Pa rkwa y. 

6. Construct a trailhead gateway at John P. Frank 
Pa rkwa y no tifying  use rs tha t the y a re  e nte ring /

e xiting  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk.

Stone  Mounta in Sta te  Pa rk

Obje c tive s:
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USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPES: B & C (Transition @ Carter Falls)

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Wilkes Co.; Surry Co.;
                                                   Elkin; EVTA 

TOTAL LENGTH: 16.8 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 0.71

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:
Be c a use  o f its e xte nsive  le ng th, this c o rrido r is o rg a nize d  

into three (3) planning sub-sections, including:

Sub- Se c tion 2a : John P. Frank Parkway to Roaring Gap Road
Sub- Se c tion 2b: Roaring Gap Road to Murray Road
Sub- Se c tion 2c : Murray Road to Elkin Reservoir

Sec tion 2: Wells Knob

Ge ne ra l De sc ription Org a niza tion

Section Profile

Sub- Se c tion 2A Sub- Se c tion 2B Sub- Se c tion 2C

The Wells Knob Sector extends approximately 
16.8 miles from John P. Frank Parkway to the Elkin 
Reservoir. This section is named after Wells Knob, a 
no ta b le  pe a k a nd  na tura l re so urc e  a sse t situa te d  

ne a r the  g e o g ra phic  c e nte r o f the  p la nning  se c tio n.

Se c tion Study Are a

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

(Traphill Rd. to Carter Falls)

(Carter Falls to Elkin Park)
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EVTA HAS  MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS

 IN BUILDING TRAIL ON WELLS KNOB, 

THIS PLANNING SECTION’S MOST 

NOTABLE NATURAL FEATURE.
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Sub-Se c tion 2A: John P Frank Parkway to Roaring Gap 

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

The trail will utilize Mosswood Road for approximately 0.7 
miles. 

Stone Mountain Country Store will serve as an important 
restocking destination along the trail. 

EVTA c o ntinue s to  ma ke  c o nside ra b le  pro g re ss 

se c uring  e a se me nts a nd  c o nstruc ting  tra il thro ug ho ut 

this approximately 6.3 mile section.

Approximately 2.0 miles of trail are complete from 
John P Frank Parkway to Traphill Road. From the 
proposed trailhead gateway, which signifies the 
e ntra nc e  a nd  e xit to  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk, the  

trail utilizes Mosswood Road before paralleling John 
P Frank Parkway, connecting the Stone Mountain 
Co untry Sto re , a nd  me a nde ring  so uthe a st to  Tra phill 

Road and the future Claude Billings Trailhead.

From Traphill Road, a significant section of trail needs 
to  b e  c o mple te d  in o rde r to  pro vide  c o nne c tivity to  

recently constructed trail in the Wells Knob area. The 
“po te ntia l tra il c o rrido r”  no te d  o n the  ma p e xte nds 

approximately 4.3 miles in length and highlights 
a  c o rrido r whe re  la rg e  la ndho ld ing s e xist a lo ng  

with minima l e nviro nme nta l b a rrie rs. Ho we ve r, this 

ro ute  will still ne e d  to  c ro ss se ve ra l ro a ds, inc lud ing  

Swaringen, Traphill Union, Willey Royal, and Roaring 
Gap. There are also three (3) necessary stream 
c ro ssing s.

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: B 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Wilkes Co.; EVTA 

TOTAL LENGTH: 6.3 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 0.69

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

Se c tion Study Are a

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 
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1. Pro vide  fo r hiking  a nd  

e q ue stria n use  thro ug ho ut this 

p la nning  se c to r.

2. Install signage along John P 
Frank Parkway signifying motorist 
o f a  tra il c ro ssing .

3. Explore a connection to 
the Samuel Johnson Historic 
Gra ve ya rd .

4. Construct a formal trailhead 
(#6) and kiosk on Traphill Road 
c e le b ra ting  the  le g a c y o f 

Cla ude  Billing s who  he lpe d  

c re a te  Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  

Pa rk.
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Sub-Section 2B: Roaring Gap Road to Murray 

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

EVTA volunteers clearing a section of trail 
between Roaring Gap Road and Wells Knob Road. 

A 0.9 mile section of trail was recently completed at Wells Knob. 

EVTA

EVTA

This sub-section from Roaring Gap Road to Murray 
Road extends approximately 5.1 miles in length. 
At the center of the sub-section is Wells Knob, a 
significant geographic feature that serves as the 
highest point – 1,800 feet – between the Brushy 
Mountains and the Blue Ridge Escarpment. 

Se ve ra l tra il se g me nts within this sub -se c tio n a re  

now complete or under construction. In 2014, EVTA 
completed a 0.9 mile section of trail from Roaring 
Gap Road to Wells Knob Road. Also, the trail 
conveniently uses a portion of Shoaley Branch Road, 
a  g ra ve l ro a d , fo r two -mile s to  c o nne c t d ire c tly to  

Murray Road.

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: B 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Wilkes Co.; EVTA 

TOTAL LENGTH: 5.1 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 0.74

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a
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Sub- Se c tion 2B
Obje c tive s:

1. Pro vide  fo r hiking  a nd  

e q ue stria n use  thro ug ho ut this 

p la nning  se c to r.

2. Explo re  a  tra il c o nne c to r to  

re nta l c a b ins lo c a te d  e a st o f 

Wells Knob.

3. Work with NCDOT and County 
pla nne rs to  de sig na te  a  hiking  

a nd  e q ue stria n pa th o n Sho a le y 

Branch Road. 

4. Explore alternative routes to 
Shoaley Branch Road that would 
pro vide  fo r a  purpo se -b uilt tra il 

away from vehicular traffic. 

5. Create a designated vista 
and viewing area at Wells Knob, 
inc lud ing  e duc a tio na l sig na g e  

a b o ut the  vie wshe d  a nd  histo ry 

o f the  a re a .
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Sub- Se c tion 2C: Murray Road to Elkin City Park

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

EVTA’s work includes this Highway 268 trail 
underpass. 

EVTA members were out to capture the bridge 
construction over Elkin Creek. 

The  sub -se c tio n tra il c o rrido r e xte nds a ppro xima te ly 

5.4 miles, following Elkin Creek, from Murray Road to 
the Elkin Reservoir. From the north at Murray Road, 
the  pre fe rre d  prima ry ro ute  will pa ra lle l Elkin Cre e k 

and connect to Carter Falls where it’s recommended 
tha t the  hiking  a nd  e q ue stria n sha re d-use  tra il e nd . 

South of Carter Falls should transition to a multi-use 
g re e nwa y in pre pa ra tio n fo r e nte ring  the  To wn o f 

Elkin’ s munic ipa l jurisd ic tio n. 

The area south of Carter Falls contains numerous 
a sse ts a nd  po te ntia l ro ute  o ptio ns, e a c h o f whic h 

wo uld  pro vide  a n e njo ya b le  use r e xpe rie nc e . The  MST 

sho uld  c o ntinue  a lo ng  Elkin Cre e k c o nne c ting  the  

Elkin Cre e k Vine ya rd  a nd  the  e xisting  multi-use  tra il 

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: B & C (Transition @ Carter Falls)

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Wilkes Co.; Surry Co .;   

                   Elkin; EVTA 

TOTAL LENGTH: 5.4 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 0.70

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a

Murray Rd. to Carter Falls)

(Carter Falls to Elkin Park)
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no rth o f Elkin City Pa rk. Ho we ve r, 

EVTA ha s a lre a dy c o nstruc te d  a  

tra il se c tio n ne a r Gra ssy Cre e k 

Vine ya rds, c re a ting  a  c o nne c tivity 

po int fo r future  tra il de ve lo pme nt 

a lo ng  Gra ssy Cre e k. Also , the re  

is a n o ppo rtunity to  c re a te  a  link 

fro m Gra ssy Cre e k Vine ya rd  to  

Carter Falls creating a loop among 
the se  two  a sse ts a nd  Elkin Cre e k 

Vine ya rd .

The re  a re  two  la nd  ho ld ing s within 

this sub -se c tio n tha t pro vide  

a n o ppo rtunity fo r sing le -tra c k 

purpo se -b uilt mo unta in b iking  

trail. The “Pond Loop” at the Elkin 
Reservoir could serve as a beginner 
trail system, while the “Works Loop” 
a t the  Elkin Ce nte r c o uld  pro vide  a  

mo re  a dva nc e d  b iking  e xpe rie nc e . 
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Five (5) trailheads should be explored within this area, 
including Carter Falls, Elkin Creek Vineyards, Grassy 
Creek Vineyards, Elkin Public Works property, and the 
Surry Ce nte r. 

Elkin Cre e k is na vig a b le  so uth o f Elkin Cre e k Vine ya rd . 

Effo rts sho uld  b e  ma de  to  fo rma lize  this pa ddle  tra il.

Grassy Creek Vineyard has an existing 1.1 mile trail. 

Elkin Creek Vineyards is located at the confluence of 
Grassy Creek and Elkin River.

photo by othe rs

Sub- Se c tion 2C
Obje c tive s:

1. This a re a  is prime  fo r inc o rpo ra ting  the ma tic  

tra ilhe a ds, info rma tio n kio sks, a nd  o the r tra il 

suppo rt fa c ilitie s. 

2. Create trailheads at the five (5) locations noted; 
the Carter Falls access must accommodate 
e q ue stria n use rs.

3. Create a public river access area near Elkin 
Cre e k Vine ya rds to  fo rma lize  the  Elkin Cre e k 

Pa ddle  Tra il.

4. As the trail is fully developed, monitor trail use 
a nd  its e ffe c t o n pa tro na g e  to  the  two  vine ya rds.

5. Obtain expert advice for single-track mountain 
b iking  tra il de ve lo pme nt.

6. Ensure  tha t the  two  mo unta in b iking  a re a s a re  

p la nne d  in c o nc e rt, pro vid ing  “pro g re ssio n” fro m 

one park to the other; the Pond Loop should be 
beginner friendly, while the Works Loop should 
pro vide  mo re  a dva nc e d  o ptio ns.

7. Consider providing naming rights for the “Pond 
Loop” and the “Works Loop” to raise money for 
the  EVTA e ffo rts.

General Description Continued
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EVTA’s Dr. Bill Blackley plays his harmonica at Carter Falls, a significant asset along this section of the MST.
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The bridge at Highway 21 currently has five lanes, 
b ut c o uld  b e  re de sig ne d  to  a c c o mmo da te  no n-

vehicular traffic,  including the MST. This option 
is pa rtic ula rly c o mpe lling  b e c a use  the  To wn o f 

Jonesville has secured a series of easements within 
their jurisdiction and south along the Yadkin River. 
Furthermore, there are multiple brownfield sites near 
Cha tha m Pa rk in Elkin tha t c o uld  pre se nt c ha lle ng e s 

to  tra il de ve lo pme nt o n the  Elkin/ Surry side  o f the  

rive r. Ne ve rthe le ss, the  c o nstruc tio n o f a  tra il a lo ng  

both sides of the Yadkin River would result in the 
c re a tio n o f a  uniq ue  lo o p  fo r tra il use rs; suc h a  lo o p  is 

pre fe ra b le  a nd  ha s b ro a d  pub lic  suppo rt. 

Be c a use  o f the  uniq ue  urb a n se tting  o f this p la nning  

se c tio n, spe c ia l de sig n c o nside ra tio n is pro vide d  in 

sub se q ue nt pa g e s fo r the  fo llo wing :

Se c tion 3: Tra il Towns

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

The Trail Towns section extends approximately 3.8 
mile s fro m Elkin Munic ipa l Pa rk to  “ Inte rsta te  Pa rk,”  

which is a working name for a 11.3 acre tract owned 
by the Town of Elkin and located just east of I-77.

Tra il c urre ntly e xists in this se c tio n fro m Elkin Munic ipa l 

Park to the operational railroad near the Yadkin River. 
From this location, the preferred trail route would 
bridge Elkin Creek and link (spur) to the proposed 
He rita g e  a nd  Tra il Ce nte r. The  Ce nte r wo uld  ma rk a  

significant transition for trail users, as they move from a 
pre do mina ntly rura l se tting  into  a n urb a n c o re  sha re d  

b y two  to wns. 

The communities of Elkin and Jonesville are linked 
together by a shared history and the Yadkin River. 
Ea c h to wn ha s b e e n a c tive ly invo lve d  in p la nning  

e ffo rts to  c o nve rt the ir re spe c tive  rive rfro nt a re a s 

into  re c re a tio na l spa c e s tha t will c o mplime nt the  

rive r’ s na tura l a sse ts. The  ma rria g e  o f tra ils a nd  to wns 

is furthe r stre ng the ne d  he re  b y the  pre se nc e  o f the  

Yadkin River State Paddle Trail, which offers a series of 
fo rma l rive r a c c e ss a re a s do wnstre a m.

The  MST’ s ro ute  within the se  two  to wns must b uild  

upo n a  sha re d  histo ry a nd  mutua l ha rd  wo rk. 

Jonesville has developed open space, trails, and 
pla yg ro und  a re a s a t its rive rfro nt pa rk, while  Elkin 

ha s wo rke d  to  use  tra ils to  c o nne c t its do wnto wn 

re ta il c e nte r to  its pa rk a nd  rive rfro nt a re a s. Tra il 

c o nne c tivity is c ritic a l a mo ng  the se  two  to wns.  

 - Tra il To wns Bridg e  Ga te wa y 

 - He rita g e  a nd  Tra il Ce nte r

 - Jonesville Visitor Center 
 - Hig hwa y 21 Pe de stria n Bridg e   

 - Jonesville Riverside Park 
 - Jonesville Easements and Elkin Interstate Park               
   Co nne c to r

The construction of a trail along both sides of 

the Yadkin River would result in the creation 

of a unique loop for trail users; such a loop is 

preferable and has broad public support.
{USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: C

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Elkin; Jonesville; EVTA

TOTAL LENGTH: 3.8 Mile s

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

Se c tion Study Are a

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 
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The Heritage and Trails Center for the Town of Elkin can be designed using Smart Growth principles 
that focus on the Region, Neighborhood and Building. Combining all these elements will produce an 
attractive gateway to the community that is visually exciting and sustainable for the long term.  

Future Vision - Includes major improvements to the exterior with painting, lattice and trellis work across 
the front with a grape vine, landscpaing and a new entrance.

35

photo by othe rs

The Jonesville Visitor Center will serve as a major
trailhead for the MST. 

The rendering above was produced during the 
Smith-Phillips Design Workshop. 

Jone sville  Visitor Ce nte rTrail Towns Bridge  Gate way He rita g e  a nd Tra il Ce nte r

The existing Jonesville Visitor Center will serve as an 
impo rta nt MST tra ilhe a d  a nd  will pro vide  e a sy a c c e ss 

fo r tra il use rs.

The  b ridg e  c ro ssing  o ve r Elkin Cre e k will se rve  a s 

a  g a te wa y into  the  Tra il To wns Se c tio n a nd  future  

He rita g e  a nd  Tra il Ce nte r. A tre stle  style  b ridg e  in this 

lo c a tio n wo uld  c e le b ra te  the  re g io n’ s ide ntity a nd  

se nse  o f p la c e . To  the  e xte nt po ssib le , suc h uniq ue  

tra il fe a ture s sho uld  b e  inc o rpo ra te d  thro ug ho ut the  

tra il whe n o ppo rtunitie s e xist.  

A ma jo r a sse t within this se c tio n is the  future  He rita g e  

a nd  Tra il Ce nte r whic h will se rve  a s a  tra il junc tio n fo r 

the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il, Ove rmo unta in Vic to ry 

National Historic Trail, Yadkin River Heritage Corridor, E 
and A Rail Trail, Yadkin River Paddle Trail, Elkin History 
Walk, and the Elkin Literary Walk.

PROPOSED

EXISTING
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Hig hwa y 21 Pe de stria n Bridg e

By re purpo sing  the  e xisting  Hig hwa y 21 b ridg e , no n-

vehicular traffic can be accommodated and the 
MST c a n se rve  a s a  pro fo und  c o nne c tio n b e twe e n 

the  two  to wns. This pro po sa l no t o nly a ddre sse s the  

practical challenge of crossing the Yadkin River, but 
a lso  a c ts a s a  b o ld  symb o l - o ne  tha t unite s Elkin a nd  

Jonesville as destination-quality trail towns.  

EXISTING

PROPOSED
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Jone sville  Rive rside  Pa rk Conc e ptua l Pla n

The Town of Jonesville currently possesses nearly two 
(2) miles of trail easements along the Yadkin River. 
The  we ste rn te rminus o f the se  e a se me nts is a nc ho re d  

by a town-owned 10.5 acre tract, which provides a 
uniq ue  o ppo rtunity fo r a  rive rside  pa rk a nd  a  ma jo r 

MST tra ilhe a d . 

Jonesville owns an undeveloped 10.5 acre tract 
adjacent to the Yadkin River. 

EXISTING

PROPOSED

Jone sville  Rive rside  Pa rk
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Jone sville  Ease me nts and Elkin Inte rstate  Park
Conne c tor

The Town of Jonesville’s easements extend just 
beyond Interstate 77. However, pending steep slopes 
on the south side of the Yadkin River will require 
bridging the Yadkin River near the I-77 bridge to 
connect to a 11.3 acre tract (Interstate Park) owned 
b y the  To wn o f Elkin. 

A suspension bridge utilizing the I-77 bridge 
fo unda tio n, suc h a s the  o ne  c o nstruc te d  in 

Richmond, Va, could provide a unique solution for 
bridging the Yadkin River. 

The Pedestrian Bridge at the James River Visitor Center  
in Big Island, VA is supported by a Blue Ridge Parkway 
mo to r b ridg e  fo unda tio n. A simila r ide a  wa s pro po se d  

a t the  pub lic  wo rksho p . Altho ug h a n e ng ine e ring  

study is ne e de d  to  de te rmine  the  fe a sib ility o f suc h a  

b ridg e , this c o nc e pt c o uld  pro vide  the  vita l c o nne c to r 

fo r the  tra il to wns lo o p . 
Interstate Park will serve as a major trailhead and 
community park. 

SUSPENDED BRIDGE CASE STUDY: PEDESTRIAN 

BRIDGE AT JAMES RIVER VISITOR CENTER

BIG ISLAND, VA

Tra il Towns
Obje c tive s:

1. De sig n a nd  c o nstruc t tra ils to  the  multi-use  

g re e nwa y sta nda rd  to  e nsure  a c c e ss to  a  

b ro a d  ra ng e  o f use rs, c re a ting  the  g re a te st 

e c o no mic  impa c t po ssib le . 

2. Appro a c h NCDOT a b o ut re de sig ning  the  

Hig hwa y 21 b ridg e  so  tha t two  la ne s a re  

converted for non-vehicular traffic use and 
serve as a part of the official MST.

3. Work with NCDOT to explore the best 
options for spanning the Yadkin River near I-77.

4. Incorporate the regionally adopted 
wayfinding and signage plan (see chapter 
4) into the existing and proposed Trail Towns 
se c tio n’ s tra ils a nd  pa rks. 

5. Jonesville should develop a long-range plan 
than helps to establish a defined town center 
a nd  ma in stre e t to  b e tte r a c c o mmo da te  tra il 

use rs a nd  o the r visito rs.
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Se c tion 4: Yadkin Rive r

Section Profile

Sub- Se c tion: 4A 4B 4C 4D 4E 4F

Be c a use  o f its e xte nsive  le ng th, this c o rrido r is 

organized into six (6) planning sub-sections, including:
Sub- Se c tion 4A: Interstate Park to Riverview Ln.
Sub- Se c tion 4B: Riverview Ln. to Surry County Property
Sub- Se c tion 4C: Surry Co unty Pro pe rty to  Sho re s Ac c e ss

Sub- Se c tion 4D: Shores Access  to Rockford
Sub- Se c tion 4E: Rockford to Siloam Rd.
Sub- Se c tion 4F: Siloam Rd. to Shoals River Access

Org a niza tion

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: C & D

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: 

TOTAL LENGTH: 25.7 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 1.31

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a

Surry Co.; Yadkin Co.; 
Elkin; Jonesville, Boon-

ville; EVTA; Rockford 
Pre se rva tio n So c ie ty; 

Sa ura to wn Tra ils Asso -

c ia tio n

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

The Yadkin River Section extends approximately 
25.7miles from I-77 to Shoals River Access. This section 
is named after the Yadkin River, a natural resource 
a sse t tha t se rve s a s the  b a c kb o ne  o f the  p la nning  

se c tio n.
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THE STATE RECOGNIZED YADKIN RIVER PADDLE 

TRAIL SERVES AS THE BACKBONE TO THE 

YADKIN RIVER PLANNING SECTION.  
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Sub- Se c tion 4A: Inte rsta te  Pa rk to  Rive rvie w La ne  

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

The planning team observes the “pinch point” area 
between the railroad and Yadkin River.

Interstate Park will serve as the transition from the Trail Towns loop to the Yadkin River section. 

This sub-section extends approximately 1.0 mile from 
Interstate Park to River View Lane and has two (2) 
ne c e ssa ry stre a m c ro ssing s, inc lud ing  o ne  o ve r Turke y 

Cre e k. 

The trail corridor narrows significantly near River View 
Lane. However, its feasible to traverse this “pinch 
po int,”  pro vide d  the  ra ilro a d  o pe ra to r a ppro ve s the  

de sig n a nd  e nc ro a c hme nt within its rig ht o f wa y. 

 

The  “p inc h po ints”  e xhib its o n the  sub se q ue nt 

pa g e s pro vide  a lte rna tive s fo r c re a ting  a  sa fe  a nd  

e nviro nme nta lly frie nd ly b ic yc le  a nd  pe de stria n 

e nviro nme nt. 

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: C 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Surry Co .; Elkin; EVTA 

TOTAL LENGTH: 1.0 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 0.56

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a
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Sub- Se c tion 4A
Obje c tive s:

1. De sig n fo r the  multi-use  

g re e nwa y tra il sta nda rd .

2. De ve lo p  a  de ta ile d  ma ste r 

plan for Interstate Park (it needs 
an official name too).

3. Since Recreation Trails 
Pro g ra m g ra nt funding  is b e ing  

so ug ht fo r this se c tio n, b e g in 

de ve lo p ing  e ng ine e ring  p la ns 

a nd  c o nstruc tio n do c ume nts. 
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Pinc h Points Exhibit

Fencing to be 
8 feet higher
than rail line 

Restorative native 
landscaping in

riparian zone

Retaining wall allows 
for a wider trail

EXISTING

RETAINING WALL ALTERNATIVE 

The  tra il “p inc h po int”  hig hlig hts a  se c tio n o f tra il with 

c ha lle ng ing  e nviro nme nta l fa c to rs inc lud ing  the  

ra ilro a d  c o rrido r a nd  ste e p  to po g ra phy. 

De ta ile d  surve y wo rk is re q uire d  in o rde r to  de te rmine  

the  b e st de sig n so lutio n, b ut two  c o nc e ptua l de sig n 

so lutio ns a re  pre se nte d : o ne  with a  re ta ining  wa ll 

a nd  o ne  with a  ra ise d  b o a rdwa lk. Altho ug h the  

b o a rdwa lk a lte rna tive  is mo re  c o stly, it ma y b e  

ne c e ssa ry due  to  the  na rro w stre a mb a nk. 



M O UNTA INS- TO - SEA  STA TE TRA IL  81 p. 

Pinc h Points Exhibit

Bollards will
encourage 

users to 
slow down 

and read 
signage

Boardwalk will
minimize 

disturbance

Fencing to be 
8 feet higher
than rail line 

Restorative native 
landscaping in

riparian zone Signage specifies
users to walk their 

bikes through
this section

BOARDWALK ALTERNATIVE 



5: TRA IL SEC TIO N A NA LYSIS A ND O BJEC TIVES  82 p. 

Sub- Se c tion 4B: Rive rvie w Lane  to Surry County Prope rty

Ge ne ra l De sc ription:

Surry County officials are building relationships with 
railroad operators to ensure implementation within 
this subsection.

A trail could easily be constructed parallel to the 
fence line extending from trailhead 18a toward the 
railroad. 

This trail sub-section from River View Lane to Surry 
County property extends approximately 2.4 miles. 
Formal trailheads are recommended for both the 
e a st a nd  we st te rmini o f the  se c tio n. Be yo nd  the  Surry 

County Property, it will be difficult to maintain the 
pre fe rre d  multi-use  tra il de sig n while  ke e ping  the  tra il 

on the northern side of the Yadkin River. Thus, a major 
bridge (#17) is recommended within the sub-section, 
placing the trail in Yadkin County jurisdiction.

There are three (3) trailhead options that serve as the 
western terminus of sub-section 4b. The first potential 
trailhead – 18a – would utilize the East Elkin Full Gospel 
Churc h pa rking  lo t fro m the  e a st. Tra ilhe a d  o ptio n 

18b would be located at the intersection of Gaston 
Lane and Highway 268. The third potential trailhead – 
18c – would be located near Willowbrook Lake , but 
would also require a crossing over Highway 268

The  pre fe rre d  tra il ro ute  c o ntinue s o n the  no rth side  

of the Yadkin River passing a steep, but feasible 
a re a  a nd  se ve ra l ne w a nd  e xisting  c ulve rts b e fo re  

re a c hing  the  Surry Co unty Pro pe rty. A fo rma l 

tra ilhe a d  is re c o mme nde d  o n the  Surry Co unty 

Property near Highway 268. 

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: C 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Surry Co.; Yadkin   
                   Co unty; EVTA 

TOTAL LENGTH: 2.4 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 1.23

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

 

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a
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Sub- Se c tion 4B
Obje c tive s:

1. De sig n sub -se c tio n b a se d  o n 

the  Multi-use  Tra il Sta nda rd . 

2. Ide ntify a  po te ntia l b ridg e  

lo c a tio n c ro ssing  in this a re a  

b a se d  o n te rra in a nd  la ndo wne r 

willing ne ss.

3. From Surry County Property 
(Trailhead #19), explore a 
no rthe rn e q ue stria n tra il. 

4. Since Recreation Trails 
Pro g ra m g ra nt funding  is 

b e ing  so ug ht fo r this se c tio n, 

b e g in de ve lo p ing  c o nstruc tio n 

do c ume nts a nd  e ng ine e ring  

p la ns.
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The construction of trailhead #19 should incorporate stream 
enhancements and stormwater best management practices. 

Surry County Conc e ptua l Tra ilhe a d

Surry County currently owns an approximately 120 acre tract that 
serves as the eastern terminus of this sub-section. While much 
o f this pro pe rty will b e  so ld , the  c o unty p la ns to  re ta in a  tra il 

e a se me nt a nd  tra ilhe a d  pa rking  a re a  fo r the  MST. 

Due to environmental barriers, including Highway 268 and the 
Wayne Farms Plant, a bridge crossing is necessary over the Yadkin 
River to provide for a multi-use trail. 
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Sub- se c tions 4c - 4f a re  c omprise d prima rily of rura l a nd a g ric ultura l 

la nd use s. Ag ric ultura l la nd a dja c e nt to  the  Ya dkin Rive r is ide a l for 

g re e nwa y de ve lopme nt, provide d fe nc ing  or othe r me a sure s 

a re  inc orpora te d to  a de qua te ly prote c t priva te  prope rty.
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Sub-Sec tion 4C: Surry County Property to Shores River Ac c ess

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

Trail construction is feasible underneath
Highway 601.

Tobacco remains a major crop in Yadkin County.  

This sub -se c tio n fro m Surry Co unty pro pe rty to  the  

Shores  River Access extends approximately 6.2 miles. 
The Carolina Winery, Mitchell River Paddle Access, 
and the Shores  River Access are all major community 
a sse ts fo und  within this se c tio n. 

From the west, the preferred trail alignment 
includes bridging the Yadkin River to the south and 
connecting to the Yadkin County side of the river to 
e nsure  the  de ve lo pme nt o f a  multi-use  tra il. 

Crossing to the south side of the Yadkin River is 
required here because of the presence of Wayne 
Farms, the railroad and Highway 268. 

Co nside ring  the  a g g re ssive  e ffo rts o f Surry Co unty 

a nd  EVTA to  imple me nt the  tra il se c tio ns fro m Surry 

Co unty Pro pe rty we st to  Elkin, this se c tio n fro m 

Surry County property east to Shores River Access 
represents a major priority focus area for Yadkin 
Co unty.

An a lte rna tive  tra il ro ute  sho uld  b e  pursue d  furthe r 

on the northern side of the Yadkin River and beyond 
the  Surry Co unty Pro pe rty, b ut will ne e d  to  b e  

c o nstruc te d  to  the  sing le -use  hiking  sta nda rd  o r the  

dua l-use  hiking  a nd  e q ue stria n sta nda rd  de pe nding  

o n la ndo wne r willing ne ss a nd  e nviro nme nta l fa c to rs.   

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: C 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: Surry Co.;Yadkin Co. 

TOTAL LENGTH: 6.2 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 1.85

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a
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Tra il will ne e d to  na via g e  ste e p 

slope s se c tion by e ithe r de via ting  

from rive r or de c re a sing  

the  tra il tre a d width.

Sub- Se c tion 4C
Obje c tive s:

1. This a re a  sho uld  b e  re c o g nize d  

a s a  prio rity fo c us a re a  fo r 

landowner outreach in Yadkin 
Co unty.

2. Explo re  a  hiking  tra il fro m Surry 

Co unty Pro pe rty to  Ca ro lina  

Winery and the Mitchell River 
Ac c e ss.

3. From Surry County Property 
(Trailhead #19), explore a 
no rthe rn e q ue stria n tra il. 

4. Explore a potential spur hiking/
e q ue stria n tra il a lo ng  Duke  

Ene rg y c o rrido r.

3. Remain committed to a multi-
use  tra il de sig n a nd  a  b ridg e  

over the Yadkin River to the 
south side of the Yadkin.
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Sub-Se c tion 4D: Shore s Rive r Ac c e ss to Roc kford

Ge ne ra l De sc ription:

Holly Ridge Family Campground could serve as an 
important connection point between the MST Trail 
and Boonville. 

Shores River Access recently obtained a Recreational 
Trails Program grant and will soon be receiving site 
improvements. 

The Shores River Access to Rockford sub-section 
extends approximately 5.1 miles in length. The sub-
section is bound to the east by U.S. 601 and to the 
west by the Rockford Road bridge. The Shores River 
Ac c e ss pro vide s a n o ppo rtunity fo r a  ma jo r MST 

tra ilhe a d  a nd  tra nsitio ns fro m a  multi-use  tra il to  a  

multi-use  g re e nwa y with pa ra lle l e q ue stria n tra il. 

This sub -se c tio n inc lude s a  va rie ty o f a sse ts, inc lud ing  

Hutton Vineyards, Rockford Bed & Breakfast, Holly 
Ridge Family Campground, and the Town of 
Bo o nville . 

Po ssib le  tra il spurs to  Bo o nville  inc lude  c o rrido rs 

connecting the Holly Ridge Family Campground and 
a no the r a lo ng  Ta nya rd  Cre e k. 

Due  to  a n a ppro xima te ly 1/ 2 mile  a re a  o f ste e p  

slopes on the south side of the Yadkin River, an 
alternate route paralleling Tanyard Creek Road 
sho uld  b e  e xplo re d . 

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: D 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*:  

 

TOTAL LENGTH: 5.2 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 1.35

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a

Surry Co.;Yadkin Co.;  
Boonville; Rockford                                                    
Pre se rva tio n So c ie ty
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Sub- Se c tion 4D
Obje c tive s:

1. Recognize Boonville as an 
official Stone to Pilot Trail Town 
a nd  prio rity fo r tra il c o nne c tivity.

 

2. . Explo re  the  e xpa nsio n o f 

the  sho re s rive r a c c e ss into  a n 

e q ue stria n tra ilhe a d  . 

3. Provided adjacent landowner 
willing ne ss e xists surro unding  the  

Shores  River Access, this location 
sho uld  se rve  a s a n a nc ho r fo r 

c o nne c ting  Bo o nville  into  the  

tra il syste m.

3. Explore a suspension bridge 
utilizing the Highway 601 bridge 
foundation supports (similar to 
the I-77 bridge proposed at 
Inte rsta te  Pa rk in the  Tra il To wns 

section). 

4. Explore potential trail 
c o nne c tio ns pa ra lle l to  Ta nya rd  

Creek Road in an effort to avoid 
the  ste e p  slo pe s se c tio n. 
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Sub- Se c tion 4E: Roc kford to Siloam Road 

Ge ne ra l De sc ription 

The Historic Richmond Hill Law School is a key 
feature at the Richmond Hill Nature Park. 

From Siloam Road Bridge, paddlers are seen enjoying 
the Yadkin River. 

This section from Rockford to Siloam Road is 
approximately  8.42 miles in length. Although this 
sub-section has a relative parcel density of 1.77, there 
a re  c o nside ra b le  e nviro nme nta l c o nstra ints suc h a s 

nume ro us ste e p  slo pe s, p inc h po ints, a nd  the  ra ilro a d  

on the northern side of the Yadkin. 

The  po te ntia l tra il c o rrido r o n the  so uth b a nk o f the  

Yadkin River has one (1) necessary stream crossing: 
Bo wma n Mill Cre e k. The  po te ntia l tra il c o rrido r o n the  

north bank has two (2) necessary stream crossings: 
West Double Creek and Candiff Creek.

Sub-section 4e includes a number of assets, including 
Rockford Bed & Breakfast, the Rockford Preservation 
Society, Yadkin River Adventures, Historic Richmond 
Hill Nature Park, which includes the Historic Richmond 
Hill Law School, and riverfront property off of Old 
Limerock Quarry Drive owned by NCDOT.

Possible spur trails include Rockford Bed & Breakfast 
to the Yadkin River and connecting the trail system 
to Historic Richmond Hill Nature Park, possibly via the 
Limerock property owned by NCDOT.

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: D 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*:  

 

TOTAL LENGTH: 6.8 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 1.42

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a

Surry Co.;Yadkin 
Co.; Rockford Preservation Society; Sauratown
Tra ils Asso c ia tio n
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Sub- Se c tion 4E
Obje c tive s:

1. Recognize the Historic Village 
of Rockford as an official Stone 
to  Pilo t Tra il To wn a nd  prio rity fo r 

tra il c o nne c tivity. 

2. Co nside r de pa rting  fro m 

the Yadkin River floodway to 
link with Historic Richmond HIll 
Na ture  Pa rk in a n e ffo rt to  a vo id  

e nviro nme nta l b a rrie rs. 
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Sub- Se c tion 4F: Siloam Road to Pilot Mountain State  Park

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

There was a strong interest in the Stone to Pilot 
Workshop to connect Shoals Community Recreation 
Center with Pilot Mountain State Park. 

Shoals River Access presents a major trailhead 
opportunity. 

This section from Siloam Road to Pilot Mountain State 
Park extends approximately 4.2 miles in length. A 
we ste rn tra ilhe a d  sho uld  b e  e xplo re d  ne a r the  Silo a m 

Road Bridge. To the east, and connecting to Pilot 
Mountain State Park, are four (4) possible trailheads 
a nd  c o nne c tivity po ints, inc lud ing  Sho a ls Co mmunity 

Recreation Center to the north (#25), Houser Road 
Parking (#24), Shoals River Access (#22), and Ivy Bluff 
Parking Lot (#23). 

Altho ug h tra il use rs wo uld  b e  re q uire d  to  c ro ss the  

Yadkin River to access Pilot Mountain State Park, the 
preferred trail alignment is south along the Yadkin River 
and will connect to Shoals River Access or Ivy Bluff 
Parking Lot. This access will serve as a terminus for the 

pre fe rre d  multi-use  tra il sta nda rd .  

An alternative route on the north side of the Yadkin 
River and along the Ararat River, connecting to Shoals 
Co mmunity Ce nte r a nd  the n Pilo t Mo unta in sho uld  

c o ntinue  to  b e  e xplo re d , b ut the  pre fe rre d  multi-use  

trail standard will be difficult to maintain along this 
c o rrido r.  

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPE: D 

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*:  

 

TOTAL LENGTH: 4.1 Mile s

RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY: 0.90

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY 

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

Se c tion Study Are a

Surry Co.;Yadkin Co.; 
NCDPR; Sauratown
Tra ils Asso c ia tio n,
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Tra ilhe a d

Pro p o se d  Brid g e

Ro a d  Cro ssing

Ra ilro a d  Cro ssing

Existing /  Und e r Co nstruc tio n Tra il

Pre fe rre d  Tra il Ro ute

Po te ntia l Tra il Co nne c tio ns

Po te ntia l Tra il Co rrid o r (3/ 4 mi.)

Flo o d p la in

20 Ft. Co nto ur Inte rva l

LEGEND

#

#

#

#

Propose d Bridg e  
in Thre e  (3)
Se g me nts
    

18

19
19

19

20

21

19

24 22

22

21

Existing
Rive r
Ford

      
    

Ste e p 

Slope s 

Tra il will ne e d to  na via g e  

ste e p slope s se c tion by 

e ithe r de via ting  from 

rive r or de c re a sing  

the  tra il tre a d width.

Sub- Se c tion 4F
Obje c tive s:

1. Co nstruc t a  tra ilhe a d  a t 

Siloam Road bridge to establish 
a  pro je c t te rminus a nd  e xplo re  

la ndo wne r se ntime nts to  the  

e a st. 

2. Be g in de ta ile d  p la nning  e ffo rts 

from Ivy Bluff Parking Lot toward 
Siloam Road bridge.  

3. Identify a hiking-only trail route 
c o nne c ting  Sho a ls Co mmunity 

Recreation Center to the Pilot 
Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Co rrido r 

Tra il. 
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Se c tion 5: Pilot Mountain State  Park

Ge ne ra l De sc ription

Looking south, an island in the Yadkin River can be 
seen from Pilot Mountain State Park trails.  

Pilot Mountain is one of the most notable geographic features in North Carolina. 

Thre e  po te ntia l ro ute s e xist to  c o nne c t into  the  Pilo t 

Mountain State Park Planning Sector: Shoals River 
Access/Ivy Bluff Parking Lot; north of the Yadkin River; 
and Shoals Community Recreation Center. The most 
fa vo ra b le  ro ute  wo uld  c o nne c t o n the  so uthe rn side  

of the Yadkin River at the Shoals River Access/Ivy Bluff 
Parking Lot. This route provides adequate conditions 
fo r the  pre fe rre d  multi-use  g re e nwa y with pa ra lle l 

e q ue stria n tra il sta nda rd .

Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk a lre a dy c o nta ins a n 

a ppro xima te ly 12.2 mile  se c tio n o f de sig na te d  MST. 

Within the park, the trail will consist of multi-use 
g re e nwa y with pa ra lle l e q ue stria n tra il type ,  hiking -

o nly o r e q ue stria n & hiking  tra ils. 

USER GROUP TARGET:

TRAIL TYPES: D, B, & A (Tra nsitio ns @  Ivy Bluff, 

Hauser Rd. Lot, and Surry Line Lot)

SEGMENT MANAGERS/  DCG*: 

 

TOTAL LENGTH: 15.41 Mile s

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:

         HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

 FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

 SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Quic k Fa c ts:

Se c tion Study Are a

Shoals River Access to Ivy Bluff

Ivy Bluff to Hauser Rd. 

Hauser Rd. to Surry Line

Surry Line to Highway 52

@ Shoales River Access

*DCG- De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up 

NCDPR; Friends of 
Sa ura to wn Mo un-
ta ins 
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The multi-use trail standard will end at the Ivy Bluff Parking lot (#23). From the Ivy 
Bluff Parking Lot, the current Pilot Mountain State Park trail system requires fording 
the Yadkin River in order to continue north into the park. An optional series of three 
bridges (#19) would allow hikers to safely cross the Yadkin River. 

The trail is hiking-only from Ivy Bluff Parking Lot to Hauser Road Parking Lot where the 
Co rrido r Tra il tra nsitio ns to  hiking  a nd  e q ue stria n fo r 6.6 mile s b e fo re  re a c hing  Surry 

Line Parking Lot (#26). Within the Corridor Trail, five road crossings (#20 - #24) exist 
where appropriate wayfinding signage should be installed to signify motorists.

In the  no rthe rn se c tio n o f the  pa rk, re fe rre d  to  a s the  Mo unta in Se c tio n, the  sta te  

is c urre ntly wo rking  to  re ro ute  the  Mo unta in Tra il whic h a lso  se rve s a s a  hiking -o nly 

section of the  MST. A visitor center is proposed at Highway 52 and provides an 
o ppo rtunity to  c re a te  a  d istinc tive  e ntra nc e  a nd  e xit fo r no t o nly Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  

Pa rk, b ut a lso  the  MST. 

Pilot Mounta in Sta te  Pa rk Obje c tive s:

1. Identify a hiking-only trail route connecting Shoals Community Recreation 
Ce nte r to  the  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Co rrido r Tra il. 

2. Reroute the Mountain Trail to the south, providing for a more sustainable and 
use r frie ndly tra il se g me nt.

3. Incorporate signage into new and existing facilities at Pilot Mountain State Park 
to  c o mmunic a te  the  pre se nc e  and lo c a tio n o f the  MST to  a ll use r g ro ups.  

4. Although beyond the study area of this plan, explore a trail connector from Pilot 
Mo unta in Sta te  Park to  the  To wn o f Pilo t Mo unta in. 

5. Conduct a detailed bridge study for crossing the Yadkin River connecting 
Yadkin County and Surry County. 

6. Outside of Pilot Mountain State Park, work to incorporate the Yadkin Valley 
Heritage Corridor signage and wayfinding designs for all existing trails, parking lots, 
and ro ad c ro ssing s. 
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17 miles (23%) of the trail will serve as 
multi-use  g re e nwa y de sig na te d  MST 

e xte nding  fro m the  we st a t Ca rte r 

Falls, through Elkin and Jonesville, 
and along the Yadkin River before connecting to 
Shores River Access. 

16 miles (22%) of the 
pro po se d  tra il will b e  

c o mprise d  o f a  multi-use  

g re e nwa y with a  pa ra lle l 

e q ue stria n tra il. This se g me nt e xte nds fro m Sho re s 

River Access to the Ivy Bluff Parking Lot in Pilot 
Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk.

A significant portion of the study area 
includes the state designated Yadkin 
River Paddle Trail. With the development 
o f rive r a c c e ss a re a s b e g inning  a t Elkin 

Creek’s Carter Falls to the confluence of the Yadkin 
River Paddle Trail, collectively this study area provides 
for approximately 28.5 miles of navigable river. 

  

Trail Profile Summary

The Trail Profile exhibit (see page right) provides a 
c o mpre he nsive  o ve rvie w o f the  tra il use r g ro ups a nd  

tra il type s pro po se d  thro ug ho ut the  study a re a . 

Upo n c o mple tio n, the  tra il will pro vide  fo r 

approximately 70 miles of designated MST. 
However, of this distance, only 16.9 miles 

(23%) of the trail will be hiking-only. 

23.5 miles (32%) of MST designated 
tra il will se rve  e q ue stria n use rs in 

a dd itio n to  hike rs. Appro xima te ly 

9.5 miles of designated MST 
e q ue stria n tra il c urre ntly e xists a t Pilo t Mo unta in 

State Park. This plan calls for approximately 17 miles 
(23%) of new equestrian and hiking MST designated 
tra il e xte nding  fro m the  inte rse c tio n o f the  Brida l 

and Lower Falls Trails in Stone Mountain State Park 
south to Carter Falls in Surry County. This plan does 
re c o mme nd e xplo ring  a n e q ue stria n tra il no rth fro m 

the  tra ilhe a d  a nd  pa rking  a re a  p la nne d  a t the  Surry 

County Property as noted in Planning Sections 4B and 
4C. 
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Trail Profile (User Groups and Trail Types)
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il
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e

(A) Sing le  Use

(B) Dua l Use

(C) Multi- Use

U
s
e

r 
G

ro
u

p

(D) Multi- Use

Gre e nwa y with 

Pa ra lle l Eque stria n

+/ -  6.5 mile s+/ -  17 mile s

+/ -  28.5 mile s

+/ -  73 mile s

+/ -  33 mile s

+/ -  9 mile s

+/ -  17 mile s

+/ -  17 mile s

+/ -  5.7 mile s

+/ -  2.2 mile s

+/ -  6.5 mile s

+/ -  16 mile s

+/ -  16 mile s
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The  Jo ne sville  To wn Hall & Visito r Ce nte r se rve s as an 

impo rtant asse t in the  Trail To wns planning  se c tio n. 

p .99MO UNTAINS- TO - SEA STATE TRAIL



6: SEC TIO N MANAG EMENT AND IMPLEMENTATIO N

SEC TIO N MANAG EMENT AND IMPLEMENTATIO N

The  No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n 

(NCDPR) is wo rking  to  id e ntify a  Se g me nt Ma na g e r 

fo r e ve ry se c tio n o f the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il 

(MST) a c ro ss the  sta te . 

fo und  in the  a p p e nd ix. 

Furthe rmo re , e a c h o f the se  g o ve rnme nt e ntitie s 

ha s a g re e d  to  ho ld  tra il e a se me nts up o n the ir 

ne g o tia tio n b y EVTA a nd  p ro vid e  sta ff sup p o rt to  

furthe r tra il d e ve lo p me nt e ffo rts.  

In addition to EVTA, this plan identifies the 
Ro c kfo rd  Pre se rva tio n So c ie ty a nd  Sa ura to wn Tra ils 

Asso c ia tio n a s p o te ntia l DCGs.  

The  two  a d d itio na l lo c a l g o ve rnme nts in the  stud y 

a re a  – To wn o f Jo ne sville  a nd  Ya d kin Co unty – ha ve  

a lso  re c o g nize d  the  imp o rta nc e  o f the  MST thro ug h 

p o lic y, p la nning , a nd  a c tio n. The  To wn o f Jo ne sville  

ha s se c ure d  a p p ro xima te ly 1.83 mile s o f e a se me nts 

a nd  fe e -simp le  p ro p e rty a lo ng  the  so uthe rn p o rtio n 

o f the  Ya d kin Rive r. Ya d kin Co unty’ s a d o p te d  

Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n Pla n re fe re nc e s the  ne e d  fo r 

g re e nwa y d e ve lo p me nt a nd  the  o p p o rtunity fo r 

c o nne c ting  tra ils to  Pilo t Mo unta in.

While  NCDPR’ s p re fe re nc e  is fo r lo c a l g o ve rnme nts 

to serve as the official Segment Manager, they 
d o  we lc o me  the  d e le g a tio n o f this a utho rity 

to private non-profit organizations such as Elkin 
Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n (EVTA). In suc h a  c a se , 

the  o rg a niza tio n is re fe rre d  to  a s a  De le g a te d  

Co mmunity Gro up  (DCG) b y the  Se g me nt Ma na g e r. 

This d e le g a tio n ta ke s p la c e  thro ug h a  Me mo ra nd um 

o f Und e rsta nd ing  (MOU) b e twe e n the  Se g me nt 

Ma na g e r a nd  DCG. An e xa mp le  MOU c a n b e  

A governmental entity that agrees to be 
the responsible agency willing to make 
a particular section of the MST a reality, 
including planning, land acquisition, 
design and management of this section of 

the trail.

NCDPR Segment Manager Definition:

1. Se g me nt Ma na g e rs a nd  De le g a te d  

Co mmunity Gro up s Are a s o f Re sp o nsib ility

2. Tra il Se c tio n Imp le me nta tio n Prio ritie s

3. Lo c a l Go ve rnme nt Tra il Sup p o rt Sp e c trum

4. Ob je c tive s

IN THIS C HA PTER:

Having received official endorsements 

from Wilkes County, Surry County, and the 

Town of Elkin, EVTA has clearly become a 

primary Delegated Community Group in 

the Stone to Pilot study area. 
{
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The  Frie nds o f the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Tra il (FMST) se rve s 

a s a  c ritic a l re so urc e  a nd  pa rtne r fo r a ll Se g me nt 

Ma na g e rs a nd  DCGs. This o rg a niza tio n he lps tra in 

vo lunte e rs in tra il c o nstruc tio n te c hniq ue s, pro vide s 

chainsaw certification classes, assists with grant 
writing  to  a c q uire  to o ls a nd  supplie s, a nd  c o ntinua lly 

wo rks to  a dvo c a te  a nd  e duc a te  the  pub lic  a b o ut 

the  impo rta nc e  o f this tra il. 

Ho we ve r, the  FMST’ s mo st vita l ro le  c o uld  b e  the ir 

we ll-o rg a nize d  e ffo rts to  ma inta in tra il se g me nts a fte r 

the y a re  imple me nte d . FMST se rve s a s the  umb re lla  

to  sixte e n (16) ta sk fo rc e s tha t no w ma inta in 500 

mile s o f e xisting  fo o t tra il. Nine  (9) o f the se  ta sk fo rc e s, 

inc lud ing  EVTA, a re  a lso  b uild ing  ne w tra il in the  

Mo unta ins a nd  Pie dmo nt. Othe rs a re  ma inta ining  

e xisting  tra il. 

The  No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n 

ha s a  N.C. Sta te  Tra ils p ro g ra m tha t p ro vid e s 

te c hnic a l a ssista nc e , o ffe rs g ra nt o p p o rtunitie s a nd  

wo rks to  d e ve lo p  suc c e ssful p a rtne rship s with lo c a l 

c o nse rva tio n a nd  re c re a tio n a d vo c a te s. Fo r mo re  

info rma tio n, visit  http://www.nc parks.go v/Abo ut/trails_main.

Segment Manager Resources:

Resource:

to -Se a  Tra il

The  Frie nd s o f the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Tra il

No rth Ca rlina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n (NCDPR)

The  suc c e ssful imple me nta tio n a nd  lo ng -te rm 

ma inte na nc e  o f the  MST fro m Sto ne  Mo unta in 

Sta te  Pa rk to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk will re q uire  

e xte nsive  c o lla b o ra tio n a nd  c o o rd ina tio n b e twe e n 

Se g me nt Ma na g e rs, NCDPR a nd  FMST.



MO UNTAINS- TO - SEA STATE TRAIL

Segment Managers and 
Delegated Community 
Groups (DCGs) Areas of 
Responsibility

Segment Managers Delegated Community Groups

St
ud

y 
Se

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 S

ub
-S

ec
tio

ns

The re  a re  e ig ht (8) 

Se g me nt Ma na g e rs a nd  

thre e  (4) De le g a te d  

Co mmunity Gro up s 

identified within the 
Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t 

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk 

stud y a re a  tha t will ta ke  

re sp o nsib ility fo r the  

specific sections of the 
tra il liste d  in Cha p te r 6.  

The  Se g me nt Ma na g e rs/  

DCGs a nd  the ir 

c o rre sp o nd ing  a re a s o f 

re sp o nsib ility a re  liste d  in 

the  ta b le  to  the  rig ht.

NPS NC DPR Wilkes 
County

Surry 
County

Yadkin 
County

Town of 
Elkin

Town of 
Jonesville

Town of
Boonville

EVTA RPS STA FSM

Section 1: 
 Stone 

Mountain 
x x x x

Section 2: 
Wells Knob x x x x
Sub-Section 

2a x x
Sub-Section 

2b x x
Sub-Section 

2c x x x x
Section 3: 
Trail Towns x x x
Section 4: 

Yadkin River  x x x x x x x x
Sub-Section 

4a x x x x x
Sub-Section 

4b x x
Sub-Section 

4c x x
Sub-Section 

4d x x x x
Sub-Section 

4e x x x
Sub-Section 

4f x x x
Section 
5: Pilot 

Mountain 
State Park

x x

NPS - Na tio na l Pa rk Se rvic e

NCDPR - No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n

EVTA - Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n

RPS - Ro c kfo rd  Pre se rva tio n So c ie ty

STA - Sa ura to wn Tra ils Asso c ia tio n

FSM - Frie nd s o f Sa ura to wn Mo unta ins

p .101 



Imple me nta tion Prioritie s

The Priority Table (right) identifies Segment Managers 
a nd  De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up s  (DCGs) a lo ng  

the  Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk 

tra il ro ute  a nd  ind ic a te s tra il se c tio n c o nstruc tio n 

p rio ritie s, ra ng ing  fro m Prio rity 1 to  2, with Prio rity 1 

b e ing  the  hig he st.

The  p rio ritiza tio n ta b le  e sta b lishe s a  d ivisio n o f la b o r 

in a lig nme nt with e a c h o f the  te n (10) Se g me nt 

Ma na g e rs’  a nd  DCGs’  re sp e c tive  g e o g ra p hic  fo c us 

a re a s. Also , so me  o rg a niza tio ns ha ve  c o nsid e ra b le  

tra il d e ve lo p me nt mo me ntum within p a rtic ula r a re a s 

whe re  the ir e ffo rts must sta y fo c use d ; this no tio n 

p ro vid e s a  ra tio na le  fo r why a  p la nning  se c tio n 

mig ht b e  a  Prio rity One  fo r o ne  o rg a niza tio n, b ut 

tha t sa me  se c tio n mig ht b e  Prio rity Two  fo r a no the r. 

The  p rio rity fo c us a re a s a re  d isc usse d  b e lo w fo r e a c h 

Se g me nt Ma na g e r a nd  DCG.

NCDPR ma na g e s the  two  sta te  p a rks lo c a te d  within 

the  stud y a re a . Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk is no te d  

as Priority One because of the significant MST trail 
b uild ing  mo me ntum ta king  p la c e  b y EVTA so uth o f 

the  p a rk. Also , o nly a  sma ll se c tio n o f d e sig na te d  

MST e xist within Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk, while  a  

significant section of MST is designated throughout 
Pilot Mountain State Park, which is identified as 
a  Prio rity Two  fo c us a re a . NCDPR’ s fo c us fo r Pilo t 

Mo unta in will b e  to  wo rk with o the r Se g me nt 

Ma na g e rs a nd  DCGs to  d e te rmine  ho w b e st to  

c o nne c t into  the  p a rk’ s we st sid e . 

Wilke s Co unty’ s p o litic a l jurisd ic tio n o nly e xte nd s 

within Se c tio n Two  o f the  stud y a re a . This c o unty ha s 

p ro vid e d  a utho rity to  EVTA to  wo rk with la nd o wne rs 

a nd  to  c o nstruc t tra il within its jurisd ic tio n. Wilke s 

Co unty ha s a g re e d  to  le g a lly ho ld  a ll tra il e a se me nts 

o n b e ha lf o f EVTA thro ug ho ut Se c tio n Two . As 

d isc usse d  la te r, Se c tio n Two  is a  Prio rity One  fo c us 

a re a  fo r EVTA.

Surry Co unty a nd  its Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt 

are making significant strides with landowners 
to  e sta b lish the  MST a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r. Sub -

Se c tio ns 4a  a nd  4b  re p re se nt a re a s imme d ia te ly 

e a st o f the  Tra il To wns Se c tio n. Be c a use  o f the  

o p p o rtunity to  link c o unty a re a s into  Elkin a nd  

Jo ne sville , the se  sub -se c tio ns re ma in a  ma jo r 

p rio rity. Furthe rmo re , the  Surry Co unty Re c re a tio n 
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Imple me nta tion Prioritie s

NCDPR - No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n

EVTA - Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n

RPS - Ro c kfo rd  Pre se rva tio n So c ie ty

STA - Sa ura to wn Tra ils Asso c ia tio n

DCG - De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up

FSM - Frie nd s o f Sa ura to wn Mo unta ins

Priority 1 Priority 2
NPS Se c tio n 1

NC DPR Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk

Wilkes County Se c tio n 2

Surry County Sub -Se c tio n 4a -4b Sub -Se c tio ns 4d -4f

Yadkin County Sub -Se c tio n 4c Sub -Se c tio ns 4d -4f

Town of Elkin Tra il To wns

Town of Jonesville Tra il To wns 

Town of Boonville Sub -Se c tio n 4d

EVTA Se c tio n 2 Tra il To wns; Sub -Se c tio n 4a -4c

RPS Sub -Se c tio n 4e Sub -Se c tio n 4d

STA Sub -Se c tio n 4f

FSM Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk
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Imple me ntation Prioritie s Continue d

De p a rtme nt ha s re c e ive d  la nd o wne r e nd o rse me nts 

a lo ng  the se  se c tio ns, whic h if b uilt, c o uld  sp a wn 

furthe r la nd o wne r willing ne ss to  the  e a st in Sub -

Se c tio ns 4d  a nd  4f, whic h a re  the  Prio rity Two  a re a s 

fo r Surry Co unty.

The  Ya d kin Co unty’ s Sub -Se c tio n 4c  will b uild  

up o n Surry Co unty’ s Sub -Se c tio n 4b  e ffo rts to  link 

the  tra il we st into  the  munic ip a l a re a s o f Elkin a nd  

Jonesville. Sub-Section 4c is the first area east of the 
munic ip a l a re a s in whic h the  p re fe rre d  tra il ro ute  

e xte nd s into  Ya d kin Co unty. Furthe rmo re , the re  a re  

no  o the r DCGs tha t ha ve  a g re e d  to  fo c us within 

this Sub -Se c tio n with the  e xc e p tio n o f EVTA, whic h 

will ne e d  to  fo c us the ir e ffo rts e lse whe re  fo r ye a rs to  

c o me . Sub -Se c tio ns 4d  a nd  4f a re  no te d  a s Ya d kin 

Co unty’ s Prio rity Two  fo c us a re a s. The  Co unty sho uld  

wo rk with DCG’ s to  c o nstruc t tra il tha t links rura l 

a re a s with Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk. As no te d  in 

the  ta b le , 4d  a nd  4f a re  Prio rity One  fo c us a re a s fo r 

Bo o nville  a nd  STA, re sp e c tive ly. 

The  To wn o f Elkin a nd  To wn o f Jo ne sville  will ne e d  

to  ma inta in fo c us within the ir jurisd ic tio ns, whic h 

inc lud e s the  who le  o f the  Tra il To wn Pla nning  

Se c tio n. A c o mp le te  MST within the se  munic ip a l 

a re a s will b e c o me  a  hub  fo r tra il a c tivity a nd  

e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt. 

To wn o f Bo o nville  sho uld  wo rk will Ya d kin Co unty 

le a d e rship  to  d e ve lo p  tra il within Sub -Se c tio n 4d  a nd  

a lo ng  the  so uth Ya d kin Rive r tha t sp ur d ire c tly into  

the  munic ip a l jurisd ic tio n o f Bo o ne ville .  

EVTA’ s fo c use d  e ffo rts thro ug ho ut Se c tio n Two  

ha ve  re sulte d  in va rio us ne w se c tio ns o f tra il, 

multip le  tra il b rid g e  insta lla tio ns, the  p ro c ure me nt 

of significant private funds and grants, and a high 
le ve l o f trust a mo ng  la nd o wne rs thro ug ho ut the  

re g io n. Thro ug ho ut the  p la nning  p ro c e ss, EVTA 

le a d e rship  e xp re sse d  the ir d e te rmina tio n to  re ma in 

p rima rily fo c use d  o n Se c tio n 2, while  a ssisting  whe n 

o p p o rtunitie s p re se nte d  the mse lve s thro ug ho ut the  

la rg e r stud y a re a  (i.e . a  la nd o wne r wa nts to  p ro vid e  

a n e a se me nt). EVTA’ s Prio rity Two  fo c us a re a s 

inc lud e  Tra il To wns a nd  Sub -Se c tio ns 4a , 4b , a nd  

4c . The  o rg a niza tio n’ s e xp re sse d  lo ng -te rm g o a l ha s 

b e e n to  p rima rily fo c us fro m Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  

Pa rk, to  Elkin, a nd  the n to  the  Mitc he ll Rive r, whic h is 

lo c a te d  within Sub -Se c tio n 4c . 

Ro c kfo rd  Pre se rva tio n So c ie ty’ s (RPS) p rima ry fo c us is 

no t tra il d e ve lo p me nt, b ut p re se rving  a nd  re sto ring  

histo ric a l b uild ing  thro ug ho ut the ir histo ric  villa g e . 

Ho we ve r, RPS is willing  to  e sta b lish a  c o mmitte e  tha t 

c a n wo rk a lo ng sid e  Surry Co unty a nd  o the r DCGs 

to  d e ve lo p  ne w tra il. Sub -Se c tio n 4e  is a nc ho re d  b y 

Ro c kfo rd  a nd  se rve s a s the  RPS Prio rity One  fo c us 

a re a . Sub -Se c tio n 4f, the  RPS Prio rity Two  fo c us a re a , 

wo uld  p ro vid e  fo r a  c o nne c tio n fro m the  Villa g e  to  

Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk. 

Sa ura to wn Tra ils Asso c ia tio n (STA) ha s e xp re sse d  a  

willing ne ss to  a ssist will d e ve lo p ing  a  tra il, inc lud ing  

e q ue stria n use r a c c e ss, we st o f Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  

Pa rk. Altho ug h STA’ s c o ntinue s to  wo rk p rima rily in 

Sto ke s Co unty, the ir Prio rity One  fo c us a re a  within 

this stud y a re a  inc lud e s Sub -Se c tio n 4f. 

Frie nd s o f Sa ura to wn Mo unta ins (FSM) ha s 

d e ve lo p e d  a n o ng o ing  re la tio nship  with Pilo t 

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk a nd  Ha ng ing  Ro c k Sta te  

Pa rk (e a st o f stud y a re a ) to  a ssist with MST tra il 

d e ve lo p me nt a nd  ma inte na nc e . FSM sho uld  

continue to work alongside officials at Pilot Mountain 
Sta te  Pa rk to  c o ntinue  imp ro ving  the  MST a nd  

establishing an official connection into the Park’s 
we st sid e . 

p .103 
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1

2

3

4

5

Financ ial 

Assistanc e

+

+

+

+

Willingne ss to  Ho ld Ease me nt 

o r Fe e  Simple  Pro pe rty

fo r Public  Trail

De dic ate  Le ve l o f Lo c al 

Go ve rnme nt Staff Time /  

Human Re so urc e  Capac ity

Endo rse me nt o f 

Trail Initiative

Endo rse me nt o f Trail 

De ve lo pme nt Partne r

Justifying the  Need and Climbing the  Trail Support Spec trum

Cre a ting  d e stina tio n-q ua lity tra il syste ms c a n 

often require a significant commitment from local 
g o ve rnme nt Se c tio n Ma na g e rs, inc lud ing  sta ff 

time  a nd  o fte n lo c a l fund s. Ho we ve r, e ffo rts must 

b e  ma d e  to  p a rtne r with lo c a l tra il o rg a niza tio ns 

a nd  e nthusia sts to  a ssist with p la nning , fund ra ising , 

a nd  re la tio nship  d e ve lo p me nt with la nd o wne rs. As 

The benefits of creating a trail system are far-
re a c hing , p a rtic ula rly if suc h a  syste m c a n 

inc o rp o ra te  p o rtio ns o f suc h a n e xte nsive  sta te wid e  

e ffo rt like  the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Tra il. Co untie s a nd  

to wns thro ug ho ut No rth Ca ro lina  a re  inve sting  in 

tra il syste ms to  a ttra c t a nd  re ta in yo ung  fa milie s, to  

p ro vid e  he a lthy a nd  sa fe  p la c e s fo r fa milie s a nd  the  

e ld e rly to  wa lk o r run, a nd  to  c re a te  c o nne c tivity 

a nd  he a lthy tra nsp o rta tio n c ho ic e s tha t link 

ne ig hb o rho o d s, p ub lic  sp a c e s, a nd  b usine ss c e nte rs.

Co lle c tive ly, tra il a nd  g re e nwa y d e ve lo p me nt is a  

c ruc ia l c o mp o ne nt fo r e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt, 

ma inta ining  q ua lity o f life  tha t is c o mp e titive  with 

o the r c o mmunitie s, a nd  c re a ting  a  b uilt e nviro nme nt 

tha t sup p o rts he a lthy living . Effo rts to  b uild  the  

MST a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r c o rrid o r ha ve  b e e n 

we ll-sup p o rte d  in lo c a lly a d o p te d  p la ns, inc lud ing  

tho se  re la te d  to  p a rks a nd  re c re a tio n, la nd  use , 

with any other public project, financial and human 
resource costs must align with public benefit. Each 
jurisd ic tio n must e va lua te  the ir sta ff c a p a c ity, 

political will, and financial ability to invest in 
d e ve lo p ing  the ir lo c a l tra il syste m.

The  Trail Support Spe c trum illustrate s the  inc re me ntal ste ps loc al gove rnme nts c an take  to  support trail de ve lopme nt. 

p .104 

Collectively, trail and greenway 

development is a crucial component for 

economic development, maintaining 

quality of life that is competitive with 

other communities, and creating a built 

environment that supports healthy living.

{
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Objectives

Segment Managers should work together to identify, educate, and assist trail champions along the MST 
planned route from Stone Mountain State Park to Pilot Mountain State Park.

To increase their capacity, Segment Managers should develop an MOU (see example in appendix) with a 
DCG and commit to a minimum Level 3 on the Trail Support Spectrum.

Establish a Joint Segment Manager/DCG Taskforce dedicated solely to implementing this section of the MST. 
The Joint Segment Manager Taskforce should begin with creating a landowner outreach plan and consider 
promotional material, such as a video, that educates local landowners on the importance of the trail. 

Each segment manager and DCG should continue to work with commercial businesses (wineries, bed and 
breakfasts’, etc.) that have a vested interest in economic development associated with the completion of the 
MST.  

1.

4.

2.
3.

tra nsp o rta tio n, a nd  he a lth. Le a d e rs must c o ntinue  

to  e d uc a te  lo c a l c itize ns o n ho w g re e nwa ys a nd  

trails help meet these identified public needs, while 
wo rking  c re a tive ly with lo c a l tra il o rg a niza tio ns 

to  he lp  p ro vid e  huma n re so urc e  c a p a c ity a nd  

e ffe c tive ly c o mmunic a ting  to  g ra nt-ma king  

o rg a niza tio ns. While  so me  lo c a l jurisd ic tio ns ha ve  

made significant investments in trail development 
thus fa r, a ll lo c a l g o ve rnme nt le a d e rs must c o ntinue  

to  c limb  the  “Tra il Sup p o rt Sp e c trum,”  whic h inc lud e s 

five (5) incremental and progressive steps noted in 
the  g ra p h (le ft). 

p .105 
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Thro ugho ut e ac h stage  o f the  plan’ s de ve lo pme nt, the  planning  te am 

e nsure d that the  public ’ s kno wle dge  wo uld be  inc lude d in this plan.
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To wn o f Elkin

To wn o f Jo ne sville

To wn o f Bo o nville

Wilke s Co unty

Surry Co unty 

Ya d kin Co unty

No rth Ca ro lina  Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n

Sto ne  Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk

Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk

Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n 

Ya d kin Rive r He rita g e  Co rrid o r Pa rtne rship

Frie nd s o f the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a -Tra il

Ro c kfo rd  Histo ric a l So c ie ty

Sa ura to wn Tra ils Asso c ia tio n

Frie nd s o f Sa ura to wn Mo unta ins

Ya d kin Va lle y Rive r Ke e p e rs

Ya d kin Va lle y Tra il Rid e rs

(A-1) Ke y Stake holde rs (A-2) Pote ntia l Funding Sourc e s

Grant Agency 

Active Living / 

Built-

Environment

Implications

Maximum Grant 

Amount

Matching Funds 

Required
Grant Deadlines

Cle a n Wa te r Ma na g e me nt Trust Fund 

(www.c wmtf.ne t)

Land Acquisition: 

Fee Simple or 

Easement. Must 

protect floodplain 

areas. Greenway 

trails and other 

park areas are 

allowed. 

N/A` 

Not specified, 

but 20% is 

competitive 

February 1st 

NC Wa te r Re sourc e s 

(www.nc wa te r.org )

River access areas 

or greenways 

along rivers 

N/A 50% 
January 1st and 

June 1st 

Re c re a tion Tra ils Prog ra m 

(nc pa rks.g ov/ About/ g ra nts/ ma in.php)
All types of trails 

and greenways 
$100,000 25% February 1st 

Pa rks a nd Re c re a tion Trust Fund 

(nc pa rks.g ov/ About/ g ra nts/ ma in.php)

All types of 

parks, trails, and 

recreation 

facilities 

$500,000 50% 
February 1st 

 

Bike s Be long  Founda tion Trails and 

Greenways 
$10,000 20% May 24th 

NCDOT Tra nsporta tion Pla n 

For Bike  a nd Pe de stria n Proje c ts

Bike and 

Pedestrian 

Projects – both 

engineering and 

construction 

N/A 

(for major 

projects) 

20% generally N/A 

Grant Resources for Trail Easement Acquisition and/or Trail Construction
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Ge ne ra l a sse ts suc h a s p ub lic  

land or parks were identified by 
using  ta x re c o rd s thro ug h GIS. 

Ad d itio na lly, ke y sta ke ho ld e rs 

no te d  ma ny o f the  a sse ts. La stly, 

the  p ub lic  wo rksho p  a llo we d  

c itize ns to  no te  a ny a sse ts within 

the  stud y a re a . 

(A-3) Assets

Asset Inventory

Section Geographic Area Assets River Access

Section 1 Stone Mountain State Park Stone Mountain State

Park

Stone Mountain

Country Store

Section 2 Wells Knob Wells Knob

Stone Mountain State

Park

Samuel Johnson

Historical Graveyard

Welcome Home Baptist

Church

Rental Cabins

Elkin Creek Vineyard

Grassy Creek Vineyard

Works Loop at Surry

Center

Pond Loop at Elkin

Reservoir

Carter Falls

Section 2A John P Frank Parkway to Roaring Gap Stone Mountain State

Park

Samuel Johnson

Historical Graveyard

Stone Mountain

Country Store

Welcome Home Baptist

Church

Section 2B Roaring Gap Road to Murray Wells Knob

Rental Cabins

Section 2C Murray Road to Elkin City Park Carter Falls

Grassy Creek Vineyard

Elkin Creek Vineyard

Pond Loop at Elkin

Reservoir

Works Loop at Surry

Center

Trail Towns Elkin City Park to Interstate Park Elkin City Park Crater Park River

Access

Proposed Heritage and

Trail Center

Crater Park

Jonesville Trail Park

Jonesville Visitor

Center

Interstate Park

Section 4 Yadkin River Corridor Surry County Property Shores River Access

Carolina Winery Rockford River

Access

Elkin Municipal Airport Proposed Mitchell

River Access

Town of Elkin Property

Town of Jonesville

Property

Holly Ridge Family

Campground

Hutton Vineyards

Rockford Bed &

Breakfast

Historic Richmond Hill

Nature Park

Limerock

Shoals Community

Recreation Center

Section 4A Interstate Park to Riverview Lane

Section 4B Riverview Lane to

Surry County Property

Town of Jonesville

Property

Surry County Property

Section 4C Surry County Property to

Shores River Access

Surry County Property Proposed Mitchell

River Access

Town of Elkin Property

Elkin Municipal Airport

Carolina Winery

Section 4D Shores River Access to Rockford Holly Ridge Family

Campground

Shores River Access

Hutton Vineyards

Rockford Bed &

Breakfast

Section 4E Rockford to Siloam Road Historic Richmond Hill

Nature Park

Rockford River

Access

Limerock

Section 4F Siloam Road to Pilot Mountain State Park Shoals Community

Recreation Center

Section 5 Pilot Mountain State Park Pilot Mountain State

Park

Shoals River Access
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Clyd e  Co lwe ll

Pa t Co lwe ll

Bo b  La rso n

Me la nie  Jo ne s

Mike  Po sto n

And re w Ma c kie

Anna  Bla c k

Julia n 

Ad a m Mc Co mb

Sa m Bisho p

LuAnn Brya n

Jo hn La nma n

Jim Ha llse y

Je nnie  Ha llse y

De ll Me nd e nha ll

Je nny Me nd e nha ll

La rry Wa g o ne r

Rita  Wa g o ne r

Amy Phillip s

Cha rle s Trip le tt

Be c ky Trip le tt

Pa ul Ca rte r

Do n Be rg e ly

Te d d y No rma n

Da le  Atkinso n

Ma rty Ga rris

He nry Ke y

Susa n Ro se

Ste ve  No g a

Ove r 80 c itize ns a tte nd e d  the  p ub lic  wo rksho p . 

Tho se  who  c ho se  to  sig n-in a re  liste d  to  the  rig ht. 

Le slie  Sc hle nd e r

Jo se p h Hic ks

Da le  Ca ve ny

To m Ba sta b le

And re w Ga rne r

To mmy Ho lc o mb

Ric ha rd  Mo o re

Je ff Yo c ke l

Ma rilyn Co lvin

Emily Gro g a n

Se ve n Mie risc h

(A-4) Public  Workshop: Marc h 20, 2014
Attendanc e
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(A-5) Public  Workshop: Marc h 20, 2014
Ideas, Insights, Barriers, and Big Ideas

1. Co nne c ting  to  Pilo t via  o p tio n # 1 utilize s tra il within e ntire  p a rk

2. Ma ilb o xe s a lo ng  the  tra il (mile  ma rke rs) no te s le ft fo r o the rs

3. Cantilever access along the outside of the main bridge so bike and ped traffic  
    is separated and you maintain traffic flow
4. Ca no e  a c c e ss

5. The re  is la nd / ro o m fo r a  b a c kp a c k c a mp g ro und

6. The re  a re  ma ny Ind ia n ro c k we irs in the  rive r. Se e  Ya d kin Pe e -De e  Rive r Tra il ma p  

    a nd  b ro c hure . The y’ re  no t o fte n d e sc rib e d  a s ro c k d a ms, b ut Ind ia ns b uilt   

    them to catch fish thousands of years ago
7. NC Civil Wa r Tra il ma rke rs in Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville

8. NC Civil Wa r tra il ma rke r is in Ro c kfo rd

9. Fe rry site  a t Ro c kfo rd  a nd  o the r p la c e s a lo ng  rive r

10. 1000 fo o t c a na l le ft fro m 1835 Ya d kin Rive r na vig a tio n p ro je c t (p a rt o f Ya d kin 

       Isla nd ’ s Sta te  Pa rk)

11. Jo ne sville -Elkin fjo rd  just a b o ve  Gwyn Mc Ne il b rid g e  wa s a  ma jo r a nima l, Ind ia n, 

      e a rly se ttle rs c ro ssing  (Jud y Wo lfe  is Jo ne sville  Histo ry Ce nte r’ s c ha ir)

12. The  b luffs o n the  so uth sid e  o f Ya d kin rive r ha ve  ruins o f o ld  ho me s, suc h a s   

      Wo o d -ruff

13. Mo unta in Bike  Tra il

14. Sto ne  Mo unta in ma inta in b ike  tra il

15. 9-ho le  d isc  g o lf Elkin sid e  b rid g e  fro m He rita g e  Ce nte r a c ro ss to  OVT (we st)

16. Bike  a nd  p e d  thro ug h to wn

17. Put mo re  fo c us o n the  p a d d le  tra ils o f the  Ya d kin Rive r a nd  mo re  fo c us o n the      

      b o a t ra mp / la unc h a t Elkin’ s Cra te r Pa rk

18. Bike , p e d , a nd  ho rse  frie nd ly; Op e n so me  tra ils to  b ike rs no w a nd  lo o k a t p o sitive s 

      o f OVT [Ove rmo unta in Vic to ry Tra il] a t Ke rr Sc o tt b ike  frie nd ly [? ]

19. Ad d  YVHC lo g o  a t e ntra nc e  o f Ya d kin Va lle y

20. Ove rnig ht ind o o r a c c o mmo d a tio n fo r hike rs (e xa mp le : a  ho ste l)          

21. Elkin-Jo ne sville  b rid g e  d e p ic ts a rc he s o ve r the  p e d e stria n p o rtio n o f Bus 21, 

      Histo ric a l p e rsp e c tive , Bus 21 o rig ina lly ha d  a  c o ve re d  b rid g e ; A truss-syste m to  

      silho ue tte  a  c o ve re d  b rid g e  inste a d

22. Inste a d  o f a rc he s a t Elkin  Jo ne sville  b rid g e  to  wa lk und e r, c re a te  wo o d e n truss to           

      mimic  o ld  c o ve re d  b rid g e

23. Ro a d  ro ute  fo r b ic yc le s Austin-Tra p hill ro a d  to  Tra p hill Ro a d  to  O ld  21 So uth to  

      Elkin.

24. Inc lud e  “Pa d d le  tra ils”  o r “ rive r tra ils”  in the  tra il c o nc e p t. It’ s a  na tura l p a d d ling -to -

      hiking , b iking , rid ing

25. Tra il c o uld  fo llo w Sto ne y Rid g e  to  Ara ra t Rive r

26. Bla ze  tra il (sig na g e ) d o wn Ma in St.

27. Ask Sp a rta  (Alle g ha ny) to  c o nne c t with tra ils a t We lls Kno b  o r Sto ne  Mo unta in (Sid e                                       

      tra il, b uy wo uld  a llo w a no the r c o unty to  b e  invo lve d )

28. Lime  Ro c k no w o wne d  b y the  sta te  DOT; Sta te  Pa rk wa s inte re sting  this fo r c a no e  

      c a mp

29. Co nne c t Pilo t Mo unta in Pa rk to  Sho a ls re c re a tio n

30. Ne e d  a  la rg e  g ro up  me e ting  to  a sse ss p ro g re ss re g ula rly

31. Co nne c t MST via  PMSP c o rrid o r to  Sho a ls Co mmunity Re c re a tio n Ce nte r - Co uld  

      p ro vid e  a c c e ss to  Disc  g o lf tra il, hiking  tra ils, e tc .

32. Bring  tra il thro ug h Sho a ls Co mmunity Re c  Ce nte r

33. Sta te  p a rk sig n a t Hwy 21-Elkin fo llo w Pilo t Mo unta in le a d  to  a d d  b iking  to o

34. Bring  MST d o wn PMSP c o rrid o r tra il a nd  the  .25 mile  o ve r to  Sho a ls Co mmunity           

      Re c  Ce nte r

35. Sp ur tra il to  Mc Ritc hie  a nd  Jo ne s Vo n Dre hle  Wine rie s d o wn o ld  fa rm ro a d  b e twe e n           

      Thurmo nd  a nd  We lls Kno b  (Ask Jim Po te a t)

36. Po te ntia l p a rking / tra ilhe a d

Ide as Ide as Co ntinue d
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37.Vie w o f Pilo t Mo unta in fro m the  rive r is a  re a l surp rise ! Lo o ks c lo se  e no ug h to  

      touch, but it’s about 4 miles away. (Contact Paul Canter at Rockford Outfitters)
38. Keep cyclists first!
39. Many birds and water mammals (otters), insects (dragonflies), and butterflies can           
      b e  se e n fro m the  rive r

40. Bike  frie nd ly c o nne c to r

41. Put a  p e d e stria n b rid g e  he re

42. Develop fishing and camping areas in conjunction with proposed canoe access
43. Put p e d e stria n b rid g e  whe re  o ld  “Elkin”  b rid g e  wa s

44. Yadkin River - Provide canoe/kayaks to hikers to easily float part of their hike                   
      (multi-d a y hike rs) Elkin to  ?  Fe e s (re nta ls) c o uld  fund  it a nd  p ro vid e  EVTA so me        

      a d d itio na l fund s.                                                                                             

45. De sig na te d  tra il sto p s a lo ng  tra il ro ute  ne a r histo ric  o r C ivil Wa r ma rke rs

46. Ho rse  tra il a ro und  Elkin, a lso  ne e d  p a rking  fo r tra ile rs a nd  c a mp ing

47. Po rta b le  to ile ts a lo ng  tra il

48. Ne e d  d e sig na te d  o r a ssig ne d  p e o p le  to  ke e p  a re a s o f tra il c le a n. Ma yb e  fo lks                                                             

      tha t live  in the  tra il a re a .

49. De ve lo p  p a rking  a nd  c a mp ing  a re a s fo r ho rse  rid ing

50. Ap p o int c lub s o r g ro up s to  ma inta in tra ils

51. Tra ilhe a d  p a rking  (g ra ve l lo t)

52. Hitc hing  p o sts a t tra il he a d  a nd  p la c e s o f inte re st (i.e . p rime  sp o t, sto re , e tc )

53. Hitc hing  p o sts a t c a mp g ro und s (tha t yo u a lre a d y kno w a b o ut)

54. Ho rse b a c k rid ing  o n a ll tra ils in to wn limits

55. Ho rse b a c k rid ing  o n a ll tra ils in to wn limits

56. Pa rking  a nd  c a mp ing  fo r ho rse  tra ils

57. Brid g e s to  a c c o mmo d a te  ho rse s

58. Pit to ile ts

59. Pit to ile ts

60. Ba thro o ms a t c a mp g ro und s

61. Brid g e s to  a c c o mmo d a te  ho rse s

62. Tra ilhe a d  p a rking

63. Hitc hing  p o sts 

64. Ba thro o ms a t c a mp g ro und s

65. Ho rse s o n tra ils in c ity limits

66. Ad d itio na l tra ilhe a d s a lo ng  We lls Kno b  se c to r - ho rse  tra ile r a c c e ssib le  a nd       

      hitc hing  p o sts

67. Pe rha p s ha ng  susp e nd e d  b rid g e  und e r e ithe r I-77 b rid g e  o r Gwyn Mc Ne il b rid g e

68. Inc lud e  ho rse b a c k rid ing  o n a ll tra ils

69. Multip le  p it to ile t sta tio ns a lo ng  tra il 

70. NC Kio sk a t De vils Ga rd e n a s yo u e nte r Sto ne  Mo unta in to  inc lud e  a  ma p

71. Mo unta in b iking ; Pa rking / Tra il he a d  

72. Sing le  tra c k mo uta in b ike  tra ils o ff o f the  ma in tra il

73. Pro mo te  Ric hmo nd  Hill; site  o f a  fa mo us la w sc ho o l o p e ra te d  b y Justic e  Ric hmo nd  

      Pe rse n (1806-1878)

74. Bring  fo rwa rd  p a d d le wa y a nd  a c c e ss; b o a te rs c a n b e  se rvic e d  a t tra ils c e nte r to o

75. Ba rne y Hill, a  histo ric  Co mmunity o f Co lo n, c o uld  b e  a  g o o d  tra il sto p

76. An o ld  millste a d  o n the  rive r, Re p s Mo unta in Mill, rip p le s in wa te r we re  na me d  fo r 

      c o unty ne wsp a p e r, “The  Ya d kin Rip p le ”

77. Ta nya rd  Cre e k Tra il fro m the  rive r to  Bo o nville , via  the  Co ra m Fa lls a nd  

      Ab a nd o ne d  To wn o f Da n’ s

78. Mo unta in b ike  tra il a t Sto ne  Mo unta in

79. Pro vid e  a ll ma jo r tra il use  typ e s: Hike , ho rse , b ike , c a no e

80. De ve lo p  sid e  tra ils a lo ng  o ld  lo g g ing  ro a d  So uth o f ma in c ro ssing . Two  la nd o wne rs 

      will p ro vid e  a c c e ss

81. Co nstruc t la rg e  b rid g e  fo r multi use  a c ro ss Gra ssy Cre e k (c a n se c ure  e xtra  fund ing  

      if b rid g e  sup p o rts tra c to rs fo r a c c e ss to  b o th sid e s) 
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82. Co nne c t with a  sp ur tra il to  Bo o nville  a nd  b ike  tra il thro ug ho ut the  sc e nic  p a rt

      o f Ya d kin Co unty     

83. Ho w c a n tra il tie  into  Ara ra t Rive r Gre e nwa y in Mo unt Airy?

84. No rth Ya d kin Ca no e  Ac c e ss ne e d e d

85. Ha ve  the  tra il g o  thro ug h o r ne a r Ro c kfo rd  (the  o ld  histo ric  c o unty se a t), b ring ing  

      a tte ntio n to  this lo ng  ne g le c te d  a re a

86. NC Civil Wa r Tra il ma rke r a t Silo a m

87. Po ssib ly ta ke  tra il up  to  Up p e r Fa lls, the n to  p ic nic  a re a  the n b y o ld  ho me  site  to  

      ho rse  tra il, b ring ing  hike rs b y c a mp g ro und

88. Brid le / hiking  tra il c o ntinue d  a lo ng  the  Ya d kin Rive r g o ing  We st

89. Build  ho rse  tra il fro m sto ne  Mo unta in ho rse  tra il to  NC WRC c a mp g ro und  a s 

      a lte rna tive  MST ro ute

90. Co nne c t Do ug hto n Pa rk Tra ils to  the  ho rse  tra il a t Sto ne  Mo unta in the n o nto

      Sto ne  Mo unta in Tra ils (We lls Kno b  tra il)

91. Ta ke  tra il so uth o f Wid o ws Cre e k TH p a st O ld  c hurc h to  o ld  c a mp g ro und  the n g o  

      up  o ld  tra il to  Wo lf Ro c k the n d o wn Ce d a r Ro c k fo r Vie ws

92. Ne e d  te mp la te  fo r struc ture , sig na g e , a nd  b rid g e s. The se  ne e d  to  b e  in d iffe re nt 

      size s, c a p a c ity, a nd  the me s fo r c o nstruc tio n. Pro vid e  d ra wing s, ma te ria ls, a nd        

      a p p ro xima te  c o st. This p ro vid e s g uid a nc e  to  ind ivid ua l g ro up s who  a re  ra ising  

      mo ne y, sup p o rt, a nd  p e rfo rming  c o nstruc tio n. This a lso  p ro vid e s c o ntinuity o f

      lo o k a nd  fe e l fo r the  va rio us se c tio ns tha t will b e  b uilt a t d iffe re nt time s. The  

      te mp la te s fo rm a  c o o rd ina te d  d e sig n g uid e  a nd  ma nua l fo r ma ny d iffe re nt   

      g ro up s  to  wo rk fro m a nd  the  p ro je c t lo o ks a s o ne  ma ste r p la n. 

93. Brid g e s a nd  ma jo r struc ture s ne e d  a b ility to  p ro vid e  the  b usine sse s a nd

      individuals that provide materials or funding significant visibility - help secure
      fund s          

94. Ne e d  to  c o o rd ina te  d e sig na te d  “TAG” a re a s a lo ng  tra ils tha t c a n b e  use d  fo r 

       school education - “TAG” notes a significant place, event, description of artifacts, 
       na ture , e tc . “TAG” c a n b e  re a d  b y sma rt p ho ne . This ho o ks to  links o f a ud io  o f 

       histo ric a l me mo rie s vid e o  o f e ve nts, re e na c tme nts, te xt, a nd  p ic ture s d e sc rib ing               

       rocks, plants, trees. Need to plan out significant features and coordinate local 
       g ro up s to  c o lle c t a nd  c a ta lo g ue  the  ma te ria l. Ge t o ld e r p e o p le  to  re c o rd  the ir 

       memories of significant places

95. Sta ying  no rth o f the  Ya d kin R g ive s a c c e ss to  Pilo t witho ut ha ving  to  c ro ss the  

      Ya d kin

96. Ma ilb o xe s he lp  with d o c ume nta tio n (d a y use , we e ke nd  hike s, o r lo ng  d ista nc e )

97. Ne e d  to  d e ve lo p  b o th sid e s o f the  rive r so  yo u c a n q uic kly c re a te  a  lo ng  lo o p  fo r 

      biking, walking, and running. The area is fairly flat and provides a less demanding 
      b ike  lo o p  fo r c ruise rs- Ne e d  two  c ro ssing  p o ints a c ro ss the  rive r - This p ro vid e s           

      b o th to wns a b ility to  ha ve  fo rma l runs a nd  wa lks a nd  a lso  g ive s ro ute  with so me  

      mile a g e  to  p ro vid e  g o o d  e xe rc ise  while  sta ying  lo c a l

98. The re  is a  histo ric  b uild ing  o n p a rk la nd  a b o ut 75 ya rd s fro m c o rrid o r tra il

99. Sto ne ma n Ra id e rs visite d  in 1865 (Chris Ha rtle y’ s ne w b o o k o n Sto ne ma n’ s ra id , 

      p ub lishe d  in 2011) (Jud y Wo lfe  is Jo ne sville  Histo ry Ce nte r’ s c ha ir)

      Sto ne ma n’ s Ra id e rs a nd  Ge ne ra l Sto ne ma n himse lf sto p p e d  he re . The re  is a n

      a c tive  Ro c kfo rd  p re se rva tio n so c ie ty

100. Se ve ra l ma p s lo c a te  the se  fe rry site s 

101. Hug e  p o te ntia l fo r inc re a se d  re c re a tio na l use s

102. Flo o d p la in e a st o f Elkin c o uld  me a n c a mp ing

103. Ne e d  ho ste l/ o ve rnig ht a c c o mmo d a tio ns to  a nc ho r a s tra il to wn

104. Wid e n ro a d  fo r b ike / p e d

105. Fund ing  fo r b e tte r ra mp  to  la unc h ka ya ks a nd  b o a ts tha t is sa fe  a nd  sturd y. BIKE-

        HIKE-PADDLE d e stina tio n tha t is sa fe

Ide a s, Insig hts, Ba rrie rs, a nd Big  Ide a s
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106. Open up trails to all users (better economic benefit)
107. Ne e d  b ike s fo r Che e rio  to  Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Tra p hill ro a d .

108. Outfitter needed
109. Great field at corner of Elkin Creek and Yadkin river; place rope bridge to cross
110. Tra il to wn p re se nta tio ns ne e d  to  b e  g ive n to  e ve ry Bo a rd  o f Re a lto rs fro m 

        Alle g ha ny to  the  c o a st, e sp e c ia lly in Wilke s, Surry, Alle g ha ny, e tc . The y kno w   

        whic h p ro p e rtie s ma y b e  a va ila b le  fo r sa le  a nd / o r e a se me nts. Awa re ne ss is

        fund a me nta l.     

111. This a re a  is full o f a  va rie ty o f wild life . Ma yb e  a d d  info rma tio n o n the  wild life  in   

        the  a re a .

112. Pa rk is inte re ste d  in this p ro p e rty

113. Existing  tra il/ sid e wa lk ne e d s imp ro ve me nt (It is in p o o r sha p e )

114. Loop trail would benefit both communities, I hate back-tracking on a trail
115. Mo re  o wne rship  fro m DOT to  DENIL

116. Ha ve  tra ils in wo rks a t p a rk

117. Ac c e ss to  sma ll c o rne r sto re  in Sho a ls a t c o rne r o f Sto ne y Rid g e  Rd  a nd  Sho a ls 

        Ro a d

118. .25 miles from PMSP access; 18 holes disc golf, store, restrooms, trails, ballfields
119. Use rs d o n’ t wa nt to  b e  e xc lud e d  in tra il c o nc e p ts. Be tte r fo r a ll if inc lud e d

120. 18 holes disc golf, ball fields, trail
121. Cyc lists ne e d  tra ils! Big g e st use r g ro up  a fte r hike rs with no whe re  to  g o

122. Ple a se  inc lud e  the se  a nima ls a nd  the  q ua lity o f the  rive r wa te r itse lf

123. Cyc ling  is the  wa y fo rwa rd  in re c re a tio na l tra il use  e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt

124. Too much traffic- especially big trucks. Need to re-route truck traffic
125. Natural fishing area
126. Find  d e sig na te d  c a mp  site s b e twe e n Elkin a nd  Sho a ls so  a  3-4 d a y trip  is

        p o ssib le .

127. C ivil Wa r tra il thro ug h So uthe rn Surry

128. Rid e rs will c o me  fro m mile s a ro und  to  rid e  the  tra il, e c o no mic  b o o st will b e  

        tre me nd o us. The re  a re  lo ts o f rid e rs with no whe re  to  rid e

129. Be a uty a nd  c le a nline ss me a ns mo re  p e o p le  using  the  tra il

130. To wn he rita g e  c e nte r links to  Jo ne sville  a nd  Elkin 

131. Use  a va ila b le  la nd  a vo id ing  the  ma in tra il to  b uild  IMBA-c la ss sing le  tra c k 

132. Ya d kin Co unty’ s mo st und e r p ro mo te d  a sse t, b ut ha s a c tive  La w Sc ho o l 

        c o mmissio n sp o nso re d  b y Ya d kin Co unty Go ve rnme nt

133. Se rvic e s to  b o a te rs; Bo a te rs ne e d  a  p a rt in o ve ra ll p la n (a no the r

        economic benefit)  
134. Bo th Ha ng ing  Ro c k a nd  Ke rr Sc o tt ha ve  ha d  tre me nd o us suc c e ss a nd

        the re ’ s no thing  simila r in the  Sto ne  Mo unta in a re a

135. Re sig n a nd  re vita lize  Ya d kin Rive r Pa d d le  Tra il

136. Who le  a re a  fro m la ke  to  Ca rte r Mill Rd  is b e a utiful a lo ng  Gra ssy Cre e k. This a re a  

        tie s in with lo c a l wine ry a nd  la nd o wne rs tha t wa nt to  sha re  the  b e a uty o f the  a re a

137. I und e rsta nd  tha t the re  a re  hig h b luffs in this a re a  o n limite d  a c c e ss a lo ng  rive r

138. Booneville is a small, pleasant town with restaurants, flour mill, wineries, Daniel 
        Bo o ne  tra il, e tc .

139. Ro c kfo rd  Ca no e  re nta l

140. MAP+R is wo rking  o n a  p la n to  c o nne c t Ara ra t Rive r Gre e nwa y a nd  the  Ta ylo r 

        Gre e nwa y. Tra il will b e  107 mile s whe n d o ne

141. Ne g le c te d  a re a

142. Sto ne ma n’ s Ra id e rs sto p p e d  he re  in 1865

143. There is an open old homesite here that flowers
144. It wo uld  b e  No rth Ca ro lina ’ s ve rsio n o f the  Ne w Rive r Tra il up  in Virg inia

145. NC WRC o wns a n 11 a c re  Hunt Ca mp  whic h se rve s a s TH fo r Ba sin c o ne

146. Ho rse  tra il a t Sto ne  Mo unta in is ve ry nic e , b ut to o  sho rt

147. The re  is a  b rid g e  a nd  p a rking  lo t he re
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148. No  b rid g e  o ve r Ara ra t Rive r if tra il sta ys no rth

149. Da ma g e  c o ntro l fo r ma ilb o xe s - ne e d  fo r re p le nishing  p a p e r, p e ns, e tc

150. Currently there is not sufficient connected trail to entice people to bring bikes
        a nd  use  the  tra ils - mo stly just fo r wa lking  rig ht no w

151. No  e xisting  b rid g e  o ve r Ara ra t Rive r

152. Ho rse  use rs

153. Tire d  infra struc ture  in to wn

154. Brownfield could be negative or positive
155. Truck traffic can get heavy at 2nd option of pedestrian bridge
156. Exp e nse s fo r a no the r b rid g e  o ve r the  Ya d kin furthe r So uth

157. Sta te  p o lic y ne e d s c ha ng ing  (ho rse -p e o p le  re sista nc e )

158. Trucks in town; Can we re-route some trails? Bridge - Pedestrian beside traffic 
        Brid g e

159. Ne e d  g o o d  c o -o p e ra tio n with DOT

160. Ne e d  b e tte r rive r a c c e ss- la rg e r, stud ie r, la unc h ra mp  fro m Cra te r Pa rk

161. No  b rid g e  

162. Ra ilro a d  c ro ssing  ne e d s c o ve r to  p ro te c t tra il use rs fro m fa lling  d e b ris fro m tra ins

163. La c k o f a  g o o d  te a m to  p ro mo te  this id e a  in Ya d kin Co unty

164. La nd  o wne rs e a se me nt

165. Ne e d  a  te a m g o ing  we st

166. .25 mile  d ista nc e  fro m PMSP c o rrid o r to  Sho a ls re c re a tio n c e nte r, ho we ve r, this       

        c o uld  b e  e a sily o ve rc o me

167. Why re sista nc e  no w?  Co mmunity o utre a c h

168. Cha ng e  is ha rd  fo r so me

169. O ld  sc ho o l re c re a tio na l ma na g e me nt syste ms a nd  b e lie fs

170. Ra ilro a d  - Be  a  p a rtne r

171. As a n a vid  c yc list, it is c o nc e rning  tha t I’ ve  he a rd  p o rtio ns o f the  tra il will  

        p re c lud e  use  b y c yc lists, this wo uld  p re ve nt a  mo unta in to  se a  rid e , whic h will 

        lo we r sup p o rt fro m the  c yc ling  c o mmunity

172. La nd o wne rs, mo ne y, time

173. To wn o rd ina nc e  a g a inst ho rse s

174. Rig ht o f wa y with So uthe rn Ra il fro m Elkin to  Mitc he ll Rive r

175. Pe o p le  who  d o n’ t wo rk a nd  mo o c h o ff the  g o ve rnme nt will a lwa ys b e  a  d ra g  o n 

        the  tra il, the y will a b use  it whe n the  re st o f us a re  a t wo rk!

176. Cha ng e  re g ula tio n in to wn o f Elkin p e rta ining  to  ho rse s

177. Traffic barriers from Traphill Rd. to Elkin
178. To wn o rd ina nc e  a g a inst ho rse s

179. To wn o rd ina nc e  a g a inst ho rse s

180. Rig ht o f wa y with ra ilro a d

181. To wn o rd ina nc e  

182. De e r se a so n

183. De e r se a so n

184. To wn o rd ina nc e  a g a inst ho rse s

185. To wn o rd ina nc e  a g a inst ho rse s

186. DOT acceptance or water flood plain 
187. To wn o rd ina nc e  a g a inst ho rse s

188. Ca rte r Mill la nd  (wa te rfa lls) la nd o wne r re sista nc e

189. La rg e  la nd  p a rc e l a va ila b ility

190. The  te rra in fro m the  rive r tra il is up hill

191. Bo a t ra mp  ne e d s re p a ir

192. Ba rne y Hill c o mmunity d o e sn’ t kno w tha t the  MST e xists

193. Pa rk ma na g e me nt

194. La nd  use

195. Co nstruc tio n e xp e rie nc e

196. Ma in c ro ssing  ne e d s la rg e  b rid g e  - using  Ea g le  Sc o ut p ro je c t a nd  lo c a l b usine ss 

        to  sup p o rt c o nstruc tio n o f la rg e  b rid g e .

Ide a s, Insig hts, Ba rrie rs, a nd Big  Ide a s
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197. Side trails will need two small bridges for foot traffic
198. Railroad traffic and lack of pedestrian/equestrian/portage access at ?
199. No t muc h p a rking

200. Ne e d  b e tte r c ro ssing  o ve r fe nc e

201. Ra ilro a d  is a  b ig  b a rrie r unle ss it re tire s. Co uld  ro ute  So uth sid e  o f Ya d kin

202. Ca nno t b uild  ne w tra il o n NPS la nd

203. A ha za rd o us Wa te rfa ll tha t ne e d s to  b e  fe nc e d  to  ma ke  sa fe , b ut it c o uld

        b e  d o ne .   

204. Cyc ling  o n a ll tra ils

205. Ha ve  sma ll lib ra rie s a lo ng  tra ils fo r hike r to  b o rro w b o o ks a nd  re turn a t o the r 

        b o x

206. Ca rria g e  tra ils

207. Pic nic  a re a s a nd  re stro o ms e ve ry 10-12 mile s

208. Ca mp  Ra ve nkno b , Bo y Sc o ut Ca mp , Eq ue stria n (Alt MST ro ute  fo r hike rs

        a nd  ho rse s fro m Sto ne  Mtn ho rse  p a rking  to  NC WRC Hunt Ca mp  just

        o utsid e  Da ug hto n Pa rk. This wo uld  tie  in 6.5 Fire  Rd  (o p e n to  rid ing ) with re st

        o f ho rse  tra ils a nd  c re a te  30+ mile s o f b a c kp a c k lo o p  fo r hike rs

209. Susp e nsio n b rid g e  und e r I-77

210. Ca mp g ro und s: Ma ny se p a ra te  fo r ho rse s a nd  p e o p le

211. Ho ste l

212. Sing le  tra c k mo unta in b iking

213. Bike  Ro ute s - Ya d kin Co .

214. Tra ilhe a d  p a rking

215. Co nne c t Bo o nville

Ide a s, Insig hts, Ba rrie rs, a nd Big  Ide a s

Insig hts

Big  Ide as
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(A- 6) Tra il Towns Asse ssme nt Summa ry

A re p re se nta tive  fro m b o th Elkin a nd  Jo ne sville  

re sp o nd e d  to  a  100 q ue stio n a sse ssme nt re g a rd ing  

the  a c c o mmo d a tio ns o f the  to wn fo r tra il use rs. The  

a d ja c e nt c ha rt p ro vid e s the ir tho ug hts o n so me  o f 

the  ma jo r tra il to wn the me s. The  full a sse ssme nts c a n 

b e  fo und  in the  fo llo wing  se c tio ns (A-7 a nd  A-8).  

Elkin Jone sville

Ge ne ra l Ac c e ss & 

Sig na g e

Tra il runs thro ug h 

b usine ss d istric t, tho ug h 

wayfinder signage needs 
imp ro ve me nt. 

Tra il is two  b lo c ks fro m 

b usine ss d istric t, ho we ve r 

there is no wayfinder 
sig na g e .

Sa fe ty Do wnto wn is ve ry 

p e d e stria n frie nd ly, 

ho we ve r a d d itio na l b ike  

la ne s a re  ne c e ssa ry.

Sid e wa lks ne e d  

imp ro ve me nt a nd  the re  

a re  c urre ntly no  b ike  la ne s.

Pa rking Pa rking  is p le ntiful a nd  

secure; there is a sufficient 
a mo unt o f b ike  ra c ks.

Pa rking  o p p o rtunitie s fo r 

tra il-use rs a re  limite d  a nd  

the re  a re  c urre ntly no  b ike  

ra c ks.

Food Se rvic e s Wid e  va rie ty o f fo o d  

se rvic e s ra ng ing  fro m 

g ro c e ry sto re s to  fa mily 

style  re sta ura nts.

Ve ry limite d  fo o d  se rvic e s.

Re ta il Se rvic e s Re ta il se rvic e s e xist, b ut 

fe w c a te r to  the  ne e d s o f 

tra il-use rs

Re ta il se rvic e s a re  ve ry 

limite d . 

Se rvic e s a nd 

Ame nitie s

The re  is a  p a rk, p ub lic  re -

stro o ms, ne a rb y c a mp ing , 

a nd  a  B&B to  sta y o ve r-

nig ht.

The re  is a  p ub lic  p a rk, ho w-

e ve r the re  is no  lo d g ing  fo r 

tra il use rs.
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Q1:	What	is	the	distance	between	the	business
district	and	the	trail?	In	blocks	or	miles.

It	is	on	the	trail	.	.	.	zero	distance

Q2:	What	is	the	grade	between	the	trail	and	your
town?

Flat

Q3:	How	easy	is	it	for	trail	visitors	to	access	your	downtown	from	the	trail?	Are	there	signs	and
pathways,	or	does	the	trail	go	through	the	town?

Extremely	easy.			There	is	a	trail	to	town	and	the	trails	goes	through	town.

Q4:	How	easy	is	it	for	motorists	to	access	the	trail	from	your	town?	Is	there	available	parking?

Parking	right	on	the	trail.		Lots	of	parking	in	the	Park	and	town.

Q5:	Is	there	a	Wayfinder	signage	system? Yes

Q6:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	the	trail?

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q7:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	town?

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q8:	Is	there	sufficient	signage	and	maps	for	the	downtown	area?

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q9:	Is	the	signage	sufficient	for	finding	appropriate	businesses	and	services?	Ex:	Bike	repair	shops,	bed
and	breakfasts,	etc.

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q10:	Can	visitors	tell	they	have	entered	your	town?
Is	there	a	"gateway	moment",	or	physical	feature
notifying	visitors	of	their	arrival?

It	is	clear.,

Other	(please	specify)
It	should	be	intuitive	but	we	are	going	to	put	up	a
sign.
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Q11:	Are	the	roadways	swept	and	kept	clear? Yes,	always

Q12:	Are	there	bike	lanes	in	your	town?	If	so,	are
they	near	the	trail	gateway?

Yes,	but	a	limited	amount.,

Comments:
We	are	working	on	a	bike	lane	system.	Now	it	is
fairly	easy	to	ride	on	designated	trails	.	.	.	Bike
route	#	4	Surry	County.

Q13:	Are	bike	lanes/shoulders	free	from	debris	and	potholes?

(no	label) Somewhat

Q14:	Are	the	downtown	sidewalks	clean	and	free	of	debris?

(no	label) Yes

Q15:	Are	the	sidewalks	in	good	shape?

(no	label) Yes,	they	look	great.

Q16:	Is	there	sufficient	room	on	the	sidewalks	for
people	to	walk	side-by-side?

Yes

Q17:	Are	steep	sidewalks	even	and	well	maintained? Yes

Q18:	Are	the	curb	crossing	ramps	too	steep? No

Q19:	Are	the	sidewalks	before	driveway	aprons
sloped	or	flat?

Mostly	sloped

Q20:	Are	all	sidewalks	continuous? Yes

Q21:	Are	crosswalks	well	marked? Yes

Q22:	Do	the	majority	of	motorists	respect	pedestrian
right-of-way	in	crosswalks?

Yes

Q23:	In	the	downtown	area,	are	there	pedestrian
walk/don't	walk	signals?

Yes

Q24:	Do	signals	allow	time	for	a	child	or	older	adult
to	cross	the	street?

Yes

Q25:	Are	pedestrians	visible	to	motorists	at
crossings?

Yes

Q26:	Do	you	personally	feel	safe	walking	through
town?

Yes

PAGE	4:	Safety

PAGE	5:	Parking

(A- 7) Tra il Towns Asse ssme nt: Elkin

General Access (Q1-Q4)

Safety (Q11-26)

Signage (Q5-Q10) 
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Q27:	Is	there	sufficient	on-street	parking? Yes

Q28:	How	many	off-street	parking	lots	placed	behind	stores?

(no	label) Most

Q29:	Are	sidewalks	free	from	cars	exiting
driveways/parking	lots?

Yes

Q30:	Are	there	sufficient	bike	racks? Yes

Q31:	Are	bike	racks	placed	in	secure	areas? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q32:	Are	bike	racks	easy	to	find	for	visitors? Yes

Q33:	Are	bike	racks	out	of	the	way	of	pedestrians? Yes

Q34:	Are	bike	racks	simple	and	easy	to	use? Yes

Q35:	Are	there	any	creative	bike	racks?	Ex:	combination	bike	rack/bench,	decorative	details.

(no	label) All

Q36:	Are	there	safe	hitching	areas	for	horses? None

Q37:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	outdoor
vending	machines?

No

Q38:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	grocery	stores? Yes

Q39:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	coffee	shop? Yes

Q40:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	fast	food
chains?

No

Q41:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	ice	cream
shop?

Yes

Q42:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	family	style
restaurants?

Yes

Q43:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	informal
cafe?

Yes

Q44:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bar	or
tavern?

Yes

Q45:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restaurant
with	liquor	service?

Yes

PAGE	6:	Food	Services
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Q46:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	rentals? No

Q47:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	repair	and
equipment?

No

Q48:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	convenience
store?

Yes

Q49:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	24	hour	ATM? Yes

Q50:	Does	your	downtown	offer	tack	repair	or	cater
to	other	horse	related	needs?

No

Q51:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bookstore? Yes

Q52:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	laundromat? No

Q53:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	hotel	or	inn? No

Q54:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bed	and
breakfast?

Yes

Q55:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	motel? No

Q56:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	nearby
camping?

Yes

Q57:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	emergency
medical	services?

No

Q58:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	family	medical
services?

No

Q59:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling
services	to	nearby	towns?	(25	miles	max)

Yes

Q60:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling	to
distant	locations?	(250	miles	max)

No

Q61:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	taxi	service? No

Q62:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	public	park	or
green	area?

Yes

Q63:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restroom	at
the	trail	access	point?

Yes
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Q47:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	repair	and
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Q27:	Is	there	sufficient	on-street	parking? Yes

Q28:	How	many	off-street	parking	lots	placed	behind	stores?

(no	label) Most

Q29:	Are	sidewalks	free	from	cars	exiting
driveways/parking	lots?

Yes

Q30:	Are	there	sufficient	bike	racks? Yes

Q31:	Are	bike	racks	placed	in	secure	areas? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q32:	Are	bike	racks	easy	to	find	for	visitors? Yes

Q33:	Are	bike	racks	out	of	the	way	of	pedestrians? Yes

Q34:	Are	bike	racks	simple	and	easy	to	use? Yes

Q35:	Are	there	any	creative	bike	racks?	Ex:	combination	bike	rack/bench,	decorative	details.
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Q36:	Are	there	safe	hitching	areas	for	horses? None

Q37:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	outdoor
vending	machines?

No

Q38:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	grocery	stores? Yes

Q39:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	coffee	shop? Yes

Q40:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	fast	food
chains?

No

Q41:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	ice	cream
shop?

Yes

Q42:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	family	style
restaurants?

Yes

Q43:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	informal
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Yes
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Yes
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Q64:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	map	or
information	about	the	town?

Yes

Q65:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	calendar	of
town	events?

Yes

Q66:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	access	to
computers?	(i.e.	at	a	library)

Yes

Q67:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	sufficient	trash
and	recycling	receptacles?

Yes

Q68:	Does	your	downtown	area	host	special	events
to	encourage	visitors?

Yes,	quite	a	few

Q69:	Do	your	businesses	use	creative	marketing
tactics?	(i.e.	free	ice	cream,	samples)

Some

Q70:	Does	your	town	organize	town-to-town	bike
rides	via	the	trail?

No

Q71:	Is	there	a	library,	local	historical	society's
office,	or	museum	in	town?

Library, Museum

Q72:	How	many	of	your	businesses	or	public	facilities
are	closed	on	the	weekends?

A	few	are	open

Q73:	Is	the	trail	linked	to	downtown	events	and
happenings?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q74:	Is	the	town	linked	to	trail	events	and
happenings?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q75:	Is	there	a	sense	of	place	and/or	a	unique
identity	to	the	downtown?

Yes

Q76:	Does	the	town	appear	economically	healthy? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q77:	Does	the	town	feel	safe? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q78:	Are	walls	and	storefronts	free	of	graffiti? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q79:	Is	the	landscaping	appealing	and	well	kept? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q80:	Are	all	buildings	occupied? Somewhat.
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Q81:	Are	building	codes	enforced? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?

Yes

Q83:	Are	historic	buildings	restored	and	recognized? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q84:	Are	the	structures	in	town	overall	in	good
condition?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? Somewhat

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

Somewhat.

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

Yes

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Yes	many.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Yes,	an	appropriate	amount.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? Yes
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Q81:	Are	building	codes	enforced? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?

Yes

Q83:	Are	historic	buildings	restored	and	recognized? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q84:	Are	the	structures	in	town	overall	in	good
condition?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? Somewhat

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

Somewhat.

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

Yes

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Yes	many.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Yes,	an	appropriate	amount.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? Yes
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Q81:	Are	building	codes	enforced? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?
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Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? Somewhat

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

Somewhat.

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

Yes

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Yes	many.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Yes,	an	appropriate	amount.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? Yes
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Q64:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	map	or
information	about	the	town?

Yes

Q65:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	calendar	of
town	events?

Yes

Q66:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	access	to
computers?	(i.e.	at	a	library)

Yes

Q67:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	sufficient	trash
and	recycling	receptacles?

Yes

Q68:	Does	your	downtown	area	host	special	events
to	encourage	visitors?

Yes,	quite	a	few

Q69:	Do	your	businesses	use	creative	marketing
tactics?	(i.e.	free	ice	cream,	samples)

Some

Q70:	Does	your	town	organize	town-to-town	bike
rides	via	the	trail?

No

Q71:	Is	there	a	library,	local	historical	society's
office,	or	museum	in	town?

Library, Museum

Q72:	How	many	of	your	businesses	or	public	facilities
are	closed	on	the	weekends?

A	few	are	open

Q73:	Is	the	trail	linked	to	downtown	events	and
happenings?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q74:	Is	the	town	linked	to	trail	events	and
happenings?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q75:	Is	there	a	sense	of	place	and/or	a	unique
identity	to	the	downtown?

Yes

Q76:	Does	the	town	appear	economically	healthy? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q77:	Does	the	town	feel	safe? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q78:	Are	walls	and	storefronts	free	of	graffiti? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q79:	Is	the	landscaping	appealing	and	well	kept? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q80:	Are	all	buildings	occupied? Somewhat.
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Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q74:	Is	the	town	linked	to	trail	events	and
happenings?
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identity	to	the	downtown?

Yes
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Q81:	Are	building	codes	enforced? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?

Yes

Q83:	Are	historic	buildings	restored	and	recognized? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q84:	Are	the	structures	in	town	overall	in	good
condition?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? Somewhat

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

Somewhat.

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

Yes

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Yes	many.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Yes,	an	appropriate	amount.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? Yes
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Q99:	Are	sidewalks	wide	enough	to	accommodate
pedestrians?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q100:	Thanks	for	taking	the	survey!	Happy	Trails! Same	to	you.			There	were	some	extenuating	
answers
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Q99:	Are	sidewalks	wide	enough	to	accommodate
pedestrians?

Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q100:	Thanks	for	taking	the	survey!	Happy	Trails! Same	to	you.			There	were	some	extenuating	
answers
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Q1:	What	is	the	distance	between	the	business
district	and	the	trail?	In	blocks	or	miles.

2	blocks

Q2:	What	is	the	grade	between	the	trail	and	your
town?

Hilly

Q3:	How	easy	is	it	for	trail	visitors	to	access	your	downtown	from	the	trail?	Are	there	signs	and
pathways,	or	does	the	trail	go	through	the	town?

Jonesville	"downtown"	is	somewhat	diverse	and	spread	out.		The	distance	and	ease	of	access	varies	greatly	along	
the	length	of	the	trail

Q4:	How	easy	is	it	for	motorists	to	access	the	trail	from	your	town?	Is	there	available	parking?

One	parking	area	at	Town	Hall	is	open	for	access	to	the	trail	and	another	behind	Starmount	Plaza	shopping	center	
will	be	open	soon.

Q5:	Is	there	a	Wayfinder	signage	system? No

Q6:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	the	trail?

(no	label) Insufficient

Q7:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	town?

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q8:	Is	there	sufficient	signage	and	maps	for	the	downtown	area?

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q9:	Is	the	signage	sufficient	for	finding	appropriate	businesses	and	services?	Ex:	Bike	repair	shops,	bed
and	breakfasts,	etc.

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q10:	Can	visitors	tell	they	have	entered	your	town?
Is	there	a	"gateway	moment",	or	physical	feature
notifying	visitors	of	their	arrival?

It	is	clear.
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town?
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Q3:	How	easy	is	it	for	trail	visitors	to	access	your	downtown	from	the	trail?	Are	there	signs	and
pathways,	or	does	the	trail	go	through	the	town?

Jonesville	"downtown"	is	somewhat	diverse	and	spread	out.		The	distance	and	ease	of	access	varies	greatly	along	
the	length	of	the	trail

Q4:	How	easy	is	it	for	motorists	to	access	the	trail	from	your	town?	Is	there	available	parking?

One	parking	area	at	Town	Hall	is	open	for	access	to	the	trail	and	another	behind	Starmount	Plaza	shopping	center	
will	be	open	soon.

Q5:	Is	there	a	Wayfinder	signage	system? No

Q6:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	the	trail?
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district	and	the	trail?	In	blocks	or	miles.
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Q2:	What	is	the	grade	between	the	trail	and	your
town?

Hilly

Q3:	How	easy	is	it	for	trail	visitors	to	access	your	downtown	from	the	trail?	Are	there	signs	and
pathways,	or	does	the	trail	go	through	the	town?

Jonesville	"downtown"	is	somewhat	diverse	and	spread	out.		The	distance	and	ease	of	access	varies	greatly	along	
the	length	of	the	trail

Q4:	How	easy	is	it	for	motorists	to	access	the	trail	from	your	town?	Is	there	available	parking?

One	parking	area	at	Town	Hall	is	open	for	access	to	the	trail	and	another	behind	Starmount	Plaza	shopping	center	
will	be	open	soon.

Q5:	Is	there	a	Wayfinder	signage	system? No

Q6:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	the	trail?

(no	label) Insufficient

Q7:	Is	there	adequate	Wayfinder	signage	to	town?
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Q8:	Is	there	sufficient	signage	and	maps	for	the	downtown	area?

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q9:	Is	the	signage	sufficient	for	finding	appropriate	businesses	and	services?	Ex:	Bike	repair	shops,	bed
and	breakfasts,	etc.

(no	label) Needs	Work

Q10:	Can	visitors	tell	they	have	entered	your	town?
Is	there	a	"gateway	moment",	or	physical	feature
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Q11:	Are	the	roadways	swept	and	kept	clear? Sometimes

Q12:	Are	there	bike	lanes	in	your	town?	If	so,	are
they	near	the	trail	gateway?

No,	we	have	none.

Q13:	Are	bike	lanes/shoulders	free	from	debris	and	potholes?

(no	label) Somewhat

Q14:	Are	the	downtown	sidewalks	clean	and	free	of	debris?

(no	label) Somewhat

Q15:	Are	the	sidewalks	in	good	shape?

(no	label) No,	they	need	some	work.

Q16:	Is	there	sufficient	room	on	the	sidewalks	for
people	to	walk	side-by-side?

Yes

Q17:	Are	steep	sidewalks	even	and	well	maintained? No

Q18:	Are	the	curb	crossing	ramps	too	steep? Somewhat

Q19:	Are	the	sidewalks	before	driveway	aprons
sloped	or	flat?

Mostly	flat

Q20:	Are	all	sidewalks	continuous? No

Q21:	Are	crosswalks	well	marked? No

Q22:	Do	the	majority	of	motorists	respect	pedestrian
right-of-way	in	crosswalks?

Rarely

Q23:	In	the	downtown	area,	are	there	pedestrian
walk/don't	walk	signals?

No

Q24:	Do	signals	allow	time	for	a	child	or	older	adult
to	cross	the	street?

Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q25:	Are	pedestrians	visible	to	motorists	at
crossings?

Yes

Q26:	Do	you	personally	feel	safe	walking	through
town?

Somewhat

Q27:	Is	there	sufficient	on-street	parking? No
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Q11:	Are	the	roadways	swept	and	kept	clear? Sometimes

Q12:	Are	there	bike	lanes	in	your	town?	If	so,	are
they	near	the	trail	gateway?

No,	we	have	none.

Q13:	Are	bike	lanes/shoulders	free	from	debris	and	potholes?

(no	label) Somewhat

Q14:	Are	the	downtown	sidewalks	clean	and	free	of	debris?

(no	label) Somewhat

Q15:	Are	the	sidewalks	in	good	shape?

(no	label) No,	they	need	some	work.

Q16:	Is	there	sufficient	room	on	the	sidewalks	for
people	to	walk	side-by-side?

Yes

Q17:	Are	steep	sidewalks	even	and	well	maintained? No

Q18:	Are	the	curb	crossing	ramps	too	steep? Somewhat

Q19:	Are	the	sidewalks	before	driveway	aprons
sloped	or	flat?

Mostly	flat

Q20:	Are	all	sidewalks	continuous? No

Q21:	Are	crosswalks	well	marked? No

Q22:	Do	the	majority	of	motorists	respect	pedestrian
right-of-way	in	crosswalks?

Rarely

Q23:	In	the	downtown	area,	are	there	pedestrian
walk/don't	walk	signals?

No

Q24:	Do	signals	allow	time	for	a	child	or	older	adult
to	cross	the	street?

Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q25:	Are	pedestrians	visible	to	motorists	at
crossings?

Yes

Q26:	Do	you	personally	feel	safe	walking	through
town?

Somewhat

Q27:	Is	there	sufficient	on-street	parking? No
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Q28:	How	many	off-street	parking	lots	placed	behind	stores?

(no	label) None

Q29:	Are	sidewalks	free	from	cars	exiting
driveways/parking	lots?

Somewhat

Q30:	Are	there	sufficient	bike	racks? No

Q31:	Are	bike	racks	placed	in	secure	areas? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q32:	Are	bike	racks	easy	to	find	for	visitors? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q33:	Are	bike	racks	out	of	the	way	of	pedestrians? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q34:	Are	bike	racks	simple	and	easy	to	use? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q35:	Are	there	any	creative	bike	racks?	Ex:	combination	bike	rack/bench,	decorative	details.

(no	label) None

Q36:	Are	there	safe	hitching	areas	for	horses? Some

Q37:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	outdoor
vending	machines?

No

Q38:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	grocery	stores? No

Q39:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	coffee	shop? No

Q40:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	fast	food
chains?

No

Q41:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	ice	cream
shop?

No

Q42:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	family	style
restaurants?

No

Q43:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	informal
cafe?

Yes

Q44:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bar	or
tavern?

No

Q45:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restaurant
with	liquor	service?

No
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Q46:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	rentals? No

Q47:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	repair	and
equipment?

No

Q48:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	convenience
store?

No

Q49:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	24	hour	ATM? Yes

Q50:	Does	your	downtown	offer	tack	repair	or	cater
to	other	horse	related	needs?

No

Q51:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bookstore? No

Q52:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	laundromat? No

Q53:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	hotel	or	inn? No

Q54:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bed	and
breakfast?

No

Q55:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	motel? No

Q56:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	nearby
camping?

No

Q57:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	emergency
medical	services?

No

Q58:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	family	medical
services?

Yes

Q59:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling
services	to	nearby	towns?	(25	miles	max)

No

Q60:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling	to
distant	locations?	(250	miles	max)

No

Q61:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	taxi	service? No

Q62:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	public	park	or
green	area?

Yes

Q63:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restroom	at
the	trail	access	point?

No

Q64:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	map	or
information	about	the	town?

No

PAGE	8:	Services	and	Amenities

Trail	Town	Self	Assesment

4	/	7

Q46:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	rentals? No

Q47:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	repair	and
equipment?

No

Q48:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	convenience
store?

No

Q49:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	24	hour	ATM? Yes

Q50:	Does	your	downtown	offer	tack	repair	or	cater
to	other	horse	related	needs?

No

Q51:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bookstore? No

Q52:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	laundromat? No

Q53:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	hotel	or	inn? No

Q54:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bed	and
breakfast?

No

Q55:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	motel? No

Q56:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	nearby
camping?

No

Q57:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	emergency
medical	services?

No

Q58:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	family	medical
services?

Yes

Q59:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling
services	to	nearby	towns?	(25	miles	max)

No

Q60:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling	to
distant	locations?	(250	miles	max)

No

Q61:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	taxi	service? No

Q62:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	public	park	or
green	area?

Yes

Q63:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restroom	at
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Q64:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	map	or
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Q28:	How	many	off-street	parking	lots	placed	behind	stores?

(no	label) None

Q29:	Are	sidewalks	free	from	cars	exiting
driveways/parking	lots?

Somewhat

Q30:	Are	there	sufficient	bike	racks? No

Q31:	Are	bike	racks	placed	in	secure	areas? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q32:	Are	bike	racks	easy	to	find	for	visitors? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q33:	Are	bike	racks	out	of	the	way	of	pedestrians? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q34:	Are	bike	racks	simple	and	easy	to	use? Respondent	skipped	this	question

Q35:	Are	there	any	creative	bike	racks?	Ex:	combination	bike	rack/bench,	decorative	details.

(no	label) None

Q36:	Are	there	safe	hitching	areas	for	horses? Some

Q37:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	outdoor
vending	machines?

No

Q38:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	grocery	stores? No

Q39:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	coffee	shop? No

Q40:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	fast	food
chains?

No

Q41:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	ice	cream
shop?

No

Q42:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	any	family	style
restaurants?

No

Q43:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	an	informal
cafe?

Yes

Q44:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bar	or
tavern?

No

Q45:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restaurant
with	liquor	service?

No
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Q46:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	rentals? No

Q47:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	bike	repair	and
equipment?

No

Q48:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	convenience
store?

No

Q49:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	24	hour	ATM? Yes

Q50:	Does	your	downtown	offer	tack	repair	or	cater
to	other	horse	related	needs?

No

Q51:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bookstore? No

Q52:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	laundromat? No

Q53:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	hotel	or	inn? No

Q54:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	bed	and
breakfast?

No

Q55:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	motel? No

Q56:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	nearby
camping?

No

Q57:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	emergency
medical	services?

No

Q58:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	family	medical
services?

Yes

Q59:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling
services	to	nearby	towns?	(25	miles	max)

No

Q60:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	shuttling	to
distant	locations?	(250	miles	max)

No

Q61:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	taxi	service? No

Q62:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	public	park	or
green	area?

Yes

Q63:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	restroom	at
the	trail	access	point?

No

Q64:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	map	or
information	about	the	town?

No
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Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?

No

Q83:	Are	historic	buildings	restored	and	recognized? Somewhat.

Q84:	Are	the	structures	in	town	overall	in	good
condition?

Somewhat.

Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Somewhat.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

No,	not	very	much.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Somewhat.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

No,	not	very	often.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? No

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

No

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

No,	not	very	much.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

No

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? No,	not	very	many.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Some.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Some.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? No

Q99:	Are	sidewalks	wide	enough	to	accommodate
pedestrians?

Somewhat.
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Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

No,	not	very	much.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Somewhat.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

No,	not	very	often.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? No

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

No

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

No,	not	very	much.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

No

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? No,	not	very	many.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Some.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Some.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? No

Q99:	Are	sidewalks	wide	enough	to	accommodate
pedestrians?

Somewhat.
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Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?

No

Q83:	Are	historic	buildings	restored	and	recognized? Somewhat.

Q84:	Are	the	structures	in	town	overall	in	good
condition?

Somewhat.

Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Somewhat.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

No,	not	very	much.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Somewhat.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

No,	not	very	often.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? No

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

No

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

No,	not	very	much.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

No

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? No,	not	very	many.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Some.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Some.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? No

Q99:	Are	sidewalks	wide	enough	to	accommodate
pedestrians?

Somewhat.
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Q65:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	a	calendar	of
town	events?

No

Q66:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	access	to
computers?	(i.e.	at	a	library)

Yes

Q67:	Does	your	downtown	area	offer	sufficient	trash
and	recycling	receptacles?

Yes

Q68:	Does	your	downtown	area	host	special	events
to	encourage	visitors?

None

Q69:	Do	your	businesses	use	creative	marketing
tactics?	(i.e.	free	ice	cream,	samples)

None

Q70:	Does	your	town	organize	town-to-town	bike
rides	via	the	trail?

No

Q71:	Is	there	a	library,	local	historical	society's
office,	or	museum	in	town?

Library, Historical	society	office

Q72:	How	many	of	your	businesses	or	public	facilities
are	closed	on	the	weekends?

Most	are	open

Q73:	Is	the	trail	linked	to	downtown	events	and
happenings?

No,	not	very	much.

Q74:	Is	the	town	linked	to	trail	events	and
happenings?

No,	not	very	much.

Q75:	Is	there	a	sense	of	place	and/or	a	unique
identity	to	the	downtown?

Somewhat

Q76:	Does	the	town	appear	economically	healthy? Somewhat.

Q77:	Does	the	town	feel	safe? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q78:	Are	walls	and	storefronts	free	of	graffiti? Yes,	for	the	most	part.

Q79:	Is	the	landscaping	appealing	and	well	kept? Somewhat.

Q80:	Are	all	buildings	occupied? Somewhat.

Q81:	Are	building	codes	enforced? Somewhat.
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Library, Historical	society	office
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Q82:	Is	there	a	solid	(not	broken	by	parking	lots)	strip
of	businesses?

No

Q83:	Are	historic	buildings	restored	and	recognized? Somewhat.

Q84:	Are	the	structures	in	town	overall	in	good
condition?

Somewhat.

Q85:	Are	store	windows	kept	clean? Somewhat.

Q86:	Are	store	windows	lit	at	night? Somewhat

Q87:	Are	store	fronts	maintained?	(Example:	no
broken	glass,	crumbling	brick,	or	peeling	paint)

No,	not	very	much.

Q88:	Do	stores	have	attractive	window	displays? Somewhat.

Q89:	If	there	are	garden	beds	outside,	do	stores	have
flowers?

No,	not	very	often.

Q90:	Are	there	enough	benches? No

Q91:	Are	the	benches	well-placed?	(eg:	in	shade,
near	high	foot	traffic	areas)

No

Q92:	Are	parks/green	spaces	well	placed	and	used
appropriately?

No,	not	very	much.

Q93:	Do	all	parks	have	adequate	bike	racks	and
benches?

No

Q94:	Do	your	restaurants	offer	outdoor	seating? No,	not	very	many.

Q95:	Are	there	audible	amenities-wind	chimes,
church	bells,	music,	etc?

Some.

Q96:	Are	there	banners	and	hanging	baskets? Some.

Q97:	Are	there	drinking	fountains	or	other	(potable)
water	sources?

No

Q98:	Does	the	town	use	human-scale	night	lighting? No

Q99:	Are	sidewalks	wide	enough	to	accommodate
pedestrians?

Somewhat.
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Q100:	Thanks	for	taking	the	survey!	Happy	Trails! I	tried	to	limit	my	responses	to	just	"downtown"

PAGE	13
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Thank-You (Q100) 
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(A-9) Trail Towns Ove rvie w

The  Frie nd s o f MST is wo rking  to  e nsure  tha t 

c o mmunitie s a lo ng  the  MST a re  p re p a re d  to  

a c c o mmo d a te  tra il use rs. “Tra il To wn”  p la nning  is a  

c ritic a l p a rt o f this e ffo rt.

Be ing  a  tra il to wn invo lve s mo re  tha n just b e ing  

located on or near a trail. It is a title that reflects 
the  ho sp ita lity o f a  c o mmunity to wa rd s tra ve le rs 

who  p a ss thro ug h d uring  the ir o utd o o r e xp e d itio ns. 

In a d d itio n to  ho sp ita lity, a  g o o d  tra il to wn must 

ha ve  re c re a tio na l o p p o rtunitie s a s we ll a s so me  

so rt o f use fulne ss fo r its o utd o o r visito rs. In o rd e r to  

e sta b lish a  tra il to wn id e ntity, lo c a l g o ve rnme nts a nd  

c o mmunity o rg a niza tio ns wo rk to g e the r to  b ring  tra il 

use rs into  the  to wn, p ro vid e  info rma tio n a b o ut the  

c o mmunity up o n e ntry, e d uc a te  lo c a l b usine sse s 

on the benefits of meeting the needs of trail-users, 
e sta b lish o r e xp a nd  b usine sse s to  p ro vid e  a  ma rke t 

that meets the needs of trail-users such as outfitters, 
a nd  c o lla b o ra te  with ne ig hb o ring  c o mmunitie s to  

p ro mo te  the  e ntire  tra il c o rrid o r a s  a  re c re a tio na l 

a nd  to urist d e stina tio n. 

To  ma inta in a nd  p ro mo te  a  to wn’ s ima g e  a s a  

tra il to wn, it is use ful to  e sta b lish a n o rg a niza tio n 

tha t fo c use s o n p ro mo tio n o f lo c a l re c re a tio na l, 

sho p p ing , a nd  lo d g ing  o p p o rtunitie s tha t me e t the  

ne e d s o f tra il-use rs. 

Suc h a n o rg a niza tio n sho uld  b e  c o mp rise d  o f 

re p re se nta tive s fro m lo c a l g o ve rnme nt, b usine sse s, 

a nd  c ivic  o rg a niza tio ns. By c o lla b o ra ting  the ir 

e ffo rts, re so urc e s, a nd  id e a s, me mb e rs o f a  tra il to wn 

o rg a niza tio n c a n e nsure  tha t the  to wn se rve s a s a  

ho sp ita b le  sto p  fo r tra il-use rs.

1. An efficient and safe connection to the town

2. Tra ilhe a d  p a rking  fo r tra il a c c e ss

3. Pro vid e  sig na g e  fo r lo c a ting  d e stina tio ns, se rvic e s, 
a c c o mmo d a tio ns, e tc .

4. Educate local businesses on the benefits of meeting the 
ne e d s o f tra il-use rs

5. Exp a nd  o r e sta b lish b usine sse s to  c a te r to  the  ne e d s o f 
tra il-use rs

6. Co lla b o ra te  with ne ig hb o ring  c o mmunitie s to  p ro mo te  
the  tra il c o rrid o r a s to urist a nd  re c re a tio na l d e stina tio n

7. Pro vid e  a  wa lka b le  a nd  b ike a b le  e nviro nme nt to  
a c c o mmo d a te  tra il-use rs

8. Pro vid e  p ub lic  re stro o ms with sho we rs a t tra ilhe a d s

9. Esta b lish a  to wn o rg a niza tio n d e d ic a te d  to  me e ting  
the  ne e d s o f tra il use rs a nd  p ro mo tio n o f the  to wn a s a  

re p uta b le  tra il to wn

Charac teristic s of  a  Good “Trail Town”

PHOTO: OUR STATE

So urc e : http :/ / www.a ta tra il.o rg / h/ d o c s/ 1TTMa nua l.p d f
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Ca se  Study:

Da ma sc us, VA

Pho to  b y Othe rs

The  Annua l Tra il Da ys Fe stiva l in 

Da ma sc us, VA dra ws be twe e n 

15,000 a nd 20,000 pe ople  to  the  

sma ll town of 1,000 
Da ma sc us, VA is a  g re a t e xa mp le  o f a  sma ll to wn 

that utilizes its location for economic benefit.  The 
Ap p a la c hia n Tra il, the  Iro n Mo unta in Tra il, a nd  the  

Virg inia  Cre e p e r Tra il p a ss thro ug h it. Eve nts, suc h 

a s The  Annua l Tra il Da ys Fe stiva l, d ra w b e twe e n 

15,000 a nd  20,000 p e o p le  to  the  sma ll to wn o f 

1,000 (Mc Co wn). Da ma sc us ha s e mb ra c e d  its 

lo c a tio n a nd  p ro vid e d  tra ve le rs with a  wid e  va rie ty 

o f a me nitie s inc lud ing  re sta ura nts, inns & ho ste ls, a  

laundromat, a library, outdoor outfitters, and free 
wire le ss to wn wid e . 

Wa shing to n Co unty, ho me  to  Da ma sc us a nd  mo st 

o f the  Virg inia  Cre e p e r Tra il, b o a ste d  re ta il sa le s 

o f a p p ro xima te ly $471,589,000 a nd  lo d g ing  a nd  

re sta ura nt sa le s o f a p p ro xima te ly $56,953,000 in 

2002 .Ye a rly e stima te d  visits a re  a p p ro xima te ly 

593,631. G ive n the  a p p ro p ria te  a mo unt o f time  fo r 

the  MST to  b e  c o mp le te d , tra il to wns within the  tra il 

c o rrid o r c o uld  ve ry like ly sha re  the  sa me  e c o no mic  

suc c e ss if p re p a ra tio ns a re  ma d e  to  d o  so . 

(A- 10) Trail Towns Case  Study
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(A- 11) Le tte rs o f Support

Surry County NC High County COG
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To wn o f Elkin Vulcan
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Yadkin River Greenway Frie nds o f the  MST
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April 11, 2012

Mr. Darrell McBane, Manager

NC State Trails Program

NCDENR – Division of Parks and Rec.

1615 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1615

Re: Elkin Valley Trails Association

Dear Mr. McBane:

I am writing this letter in support of Elkin Valley Trails Associations effort in trail building and 

easement acquisition along Big Elkin Creek in Wilkes and Surry Counties.  As you may know, 

I serve as chairman for the Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor.  The YVHC is a regional 

collaboration of local governments, local citizens and state and federal partners whose mission 

is to create a linear trail system along the Yadkin River and to market the Yadkin Valley Region 

as a tourist area.

In 2007 we held a series of meetings in conjunction with the State Trails Division. At that time 

the western representative for State Trails was Dwayne Stutsman. It was our opinion at that 

time that the primary route for the Mountains to Sea Trail was to follow Roaring River from 

Stone Mountain State Park to its conßuence with the Yadkin River. The trail would then 

proceed east along Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor in eastern Wilkes County and the 

Overmountain National Historic Victory Trail for several miles.  

This alignment was simply chosen due to the Roaring River’s connection with Stone Mountain 

and the Yadkin River.  However, recent efforts by the Elkin Valley Trails Association has 

demonstrated signiÞcant momentum in trail building and easement acquisition along Big Elkin 

Creek and an abandoned rail road bed of the former Elkin and Allegany railroad.  No trail 

building or easement acquisition has occurred along the Roaring River route. Therefore, it is 

now our desire to endorse the section of trail from Stone Mountain to the conßuence of Big 

Elkin Creek and the Yadkin River as the primary route for the Mountains to Sea Trail, where it 

will connect to the Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor and eastern terminus of the Overmountain 

Victory Trail. 

Respectfully,

Edward G. Barnes, Chairman

NC WRC Yadkin Valley Heritage  Corridor
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RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE ELKIN VALLEY TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

 WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes recognizes the recreational benefits, environmental benefits, and 
well being of its citizens; and 

 WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes wishes to provide ample and safe facilities for pedestrians, 
bicyclists and equestrian uses; and 

 WHEREAS, the Elkin Valley Trails Association has begun planning and developing pedestrian, 
equestrian and bicycle facilities in along Big Elkin Creek in Wilkes and Surry Counties; and 

 WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes strived to promote the efforts of the Elkin Valley Trails 
Association in developing a trail between Elkin and Stone Mountain State Park, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Wilkes promotes the overall mission of 
the Elkin Valley Trails Association goals to preserve, protect, enhance and connect the cultural, natural, 
historical and recreational assets of the Stone Mountain State Park and the Town of Elkin via a trail along 
Big Elkin Creek and adjacent areas, 

 WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes recognized that the Elkin Valley Trails Association (EVTA) will 
encourage economic development by fostering the growth of entrepreneurship, tourism and general business 
development while improving the quality of life for the region through increased emphasis on healthy 
lifestyles and educational opportunities. 

 FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Wilkes will promote and encourage the Elkin 
Valley Trails Association missions and goals for the entire program. 

 Adopted this the 18
th

 day of June, 2013. 

________________________________
Keith Elmore, Chairman 

(seal)                                                                             Attest  ______________________ 
                                                                                         Wilkes County Clerk 

Wilkes County
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(A-12) Fe de ral Highway Administration Pe de strian and Bic yc le  Fac ility De sign Fle xibility
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Fe de ral Highway Administration Pe de strian and Bic yc le  Fac ility De sign Fle xibility
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Fe de ral Highway Administration Pe de strian and Bic yc le  Fac ility De sign Fle xibility
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(A-13) Sample  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Be twe e n

To wn o f

___________(To wn) AND

___________(De le g a te d  Co mmunity Gro up , o r DCG)

The __________ (Town) is a town in __________  County, North Carolina. Notifications of 
p ro b le ms a re  ma d e  to  the  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt.

The __________  (DCG) is a not-for-profit membership association engaged in the 
p ro te c tio n, ma na g e me nt, a nd  ma inte na nc e  o f p ub lic ly a c c e ssib le  a nd  a utho rize d  

tra ils in the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il - Sub  Se c tio n - Sto ne  Mo unta in to  Pilo t 

Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Ma ste r Pla n stud y a re a .

Se c tion 1 -  Purpose

1.1 This Me mo ra nd um o f Und e rsta nd ing  (MOU) is to  p la n, d e ve lo p , ma inta in, 

a nd  p ro te c t tra ils within the  la nd s o wne d  b y the  To wn o f  __________ (To wn) a nd  

ma na g e d  b y the ir Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt with a ssista nc e  fro m vo lunte e rs 

o rg a nize d  b y the   __________ (DCG).

1.2 This MOU a p p lie s to  the  tra il syste m e nc o mp a ssing  to wn o wne d  la nd s 

surro und ing  the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Sta te  Tra il - Sub  Se c tio n - Sto ne  Mo unta in to  

Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk Ma ste r Pla n stud y a re a . It ma y b e  a me nd e d  in writing  to  

inc lud e  a d d itio na l tra ils in p a rks o wne d  b y the  To wn a nd  a ny p a rkla nd  a c q uire d  b y 

the  To wn a fte r the  d a te  o f this MOU.

Se c tion 2 -  Introduc tion to  the  Tra il Confe re nc e

2.1 Sinc e  its fo und ing  in 1920, __________ (DCG) vo lunte e rs ha ve  b uilt a nd  c urre ntly 

ma inta in o ve r 1,700 mile s o f p ub lic ly a c c e ssib le  a nd  a utho rize d  tra ils in the  No rth 

Ca ro lina  a re a . Up o n re q ue st, the  __________ (DCG) will p ro vid e  a  list o f tra ils the y 

ma inta in.

2.2 The  __________ (DCG) ha s a d o p te d  a  Tra il Ma na g e me nt Guid e  a nd  a  Tra il 

Ma inte na nc e  Ma nua l, whic h c o nta ins its p o lic ie s, p ra c tic e s, a nd  p ro c e d ure s fo r 

b uild ing  a nd  ma inta ining  hiking  tra ils. The  Tra il Co nfe re nc e  ha s p ro vid e d  a  c o p y o f 

the se  d o c ume nts to  the  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt.

2.3 The  __________ (DCG) re c ruits, tra ins, a nd  d e p lo ys vo lunte e rs to  p la n, b uild , a nd  

ma inta in hiking  tra ils. In a d d itio n to  b a sic  tra ining  in tra il ma inte na nc e , sa fe ty, use  

o f ha nd  to o ls, a nd  re p o rting  p ro c e d ure s, the  __________ (DCG) o ffe rs a d va nc e d  

tra ining  in tra il d e sig n a nd  c o nstruc tio n, c ha insa w sa fe ty a nd  use , ma p p ing , 

e nviro nme nta l mo nito ring , a nd  tra il le a d e rship .

2.4 __________ (DCG) vo lunte e rs p ro vid e  the  to o ls the y ne e d  fo r ro utine  tra il 

ma inte na nc e . Tra il ma inta ine rs d o  no t use  p o we r to o ls, suc h a s c ha insa ws o r d rills.  

Ho we ve r, c e rta in __________ (DCG) vo lunte e rs, who  a re  tra ine d  in the  sa fe  use  

o f c ha insa ws a nd  o the r p o we r to o ls, ma y use  the m whe n the y a re  re q uire d  a nd  

a p p ro ve d  b y the   __________ (DCG).

2.5 In accordance with the Trail Management Guide and unless otherwise specified 
b y the  To wn,  __________ (DCG) ma inta ine rs, sup e rviso rs, a nd  c ha irs will ha nd le  tra il 

re lo c a tio ns a nd  imp ro ve me nts with o r witho ut p rio r a p p ro va l o f the  To wn d e p e nd ing  

o n the  ma g nitud e  a nd  urg e nc y o f the  re lo c a tio n o r imp ro ve me nt. Re g a rd le ss o f the  

ne e d  fo r p rio r c o nsulta tio n, a ll tra il re lo c a tio ns a nd  imp ro ve me nts a re  inc lud e d  in 

So urc e : MOU Be twe e n To wn o f Yo rkto wn and Ne w Yo rk-Ne w Je rse y  Trail Co nfe re nc e
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Sample MOU

se mia nnua l re p o rts.

2.6 While equestrians and motorized (non-official) vehicles are prohibited on all the 
tra ils tha t a re  c o ve re d  b y this MOU, mo unta in b ike s a re  p e rmitte d  o n the  Yo rkto wn 

Trailway as well as in the Woodlands property with the exception of trails specifically 
ma rke d  fo r the  e xc lusio n o f mo unta in b ike s.

Se c tion 3 -  Re sponsibilitie s of  __________ (DCG)

The   __________ (DCG) sha ll:

3.1a . sup p ly tra ine d  ma inta ine rs who  p ro vid e  the ir o wn to o ls, wo rk ind e p e nd e ntly, 

a nd  sc he d ule  the ir wo rk trip s a t the ir o wn c o nve nie nc e . The y re p o rt to  a  sup e rviso r 

who  in turn re g ula rly c o mmunic a te s with the  re g io na l tra il c o mmitte e  c ha ir. Eithe r 

the  sup e rviso r o r c o mmitte e  c ha ir sha ll a d vise  the  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt 

o n c o nd itio ns a nd  p ro b le ms tha t ha ve  b e e n so  no te d .

b . a ssig n ma inta ine rs who  a re  me mb e rs o f the   __________ (DCG), a s p e r  __________ 

(DCG) p ra c tic e s. The  ma inta ine rs visit a nd  re p o rt o n the ir a ssig ne d  tra il se g me nt a t 

le a st twic e  a  ye a r (sp ring  a nd  fa ll) a nd  mo re  fre q ue ntly whe n c o nd itio ns re q uire .  At 

the se  time s the  ma inta ine rs:

    Bla ze  the  tra ils a nd  re b uild  c a irns;

    C lip  a nd  trim b rush to  ke e p  the  tra il o p e n a nd  p a ssa b le ;

    Clean water bars and their outflow channels to control erosion;
    Re mo ve  fa lle n tre e s a nd  limb s, e xc e p t whe n to o  la rg e  to  ha nd le  with ha nd  to o ls;

    Remove litter and graffiti (if possible); and
    Re p o rt tra il c o nd itio ns a nd  p ro b le ms to  the ir vo lunte e r sup e rviso r.

c. provide the Town with a site specific trail plan for all new trails. These plans will be 
writte n b y o ne  o f the  __________ (DCG)’ s e xp e rie nc e d  tra il d e sig ne rs a nd  a re  to  b e  

a p p ro ve d  b y the  To wn’ s Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt.

d . sc he d ule  ma jo r p ro je c ts to  re sto re  o r re lo c a te  tra ils with c o nd itio ns whic h a re  d ue  

to  b ut no t limite d  to  p o o r d e sig n, e nviro nme nta l imp a c ts, se ve re  we a the r, o ve ruse , 

mo to rize d  ve hic le s, a nd  o the r fa c to rs. Suc h ma jo r p ro je c ts re q uire  the  a d va nc e  

a p p ro va l o f the  To wn’ s Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt a nd  a re  p e rfo rme d  a nd  

sc he d ule d  b y the  __________ (DCG) sub je c t to  a va ila b ility o f ma te ria ls a nd  la b o r.

e . ha ve  g e ne ra l lia b ility insura nc e  c o ve ra g e  fo r vo lunte e rs who  ma y b e  sue d  in the  

c o urse  o f p e rfo rming  the ir a ssig ne d  ta sks o n b e ha lf o f the  To wn a nd  c a n p ro c ure  

sup p le me nta l a c c id e nt c o ve ra g e  fo r vo lunte e rs who  a re  no t o the rwise  c o ve re d  fo r 

injurie s.

Se c tion 4 -  Re sponsibilitie s of the  Town

The  To wn sha ll:

4.1.  Ob ta in, a s ne e d e d  a nd  a t its d isc re tio n, a ny lic e nse s, p e rmits, a nd  a p p ro va ls fo r 

the  c o nstruc tio n o f a ny imp ro ve me nts to  the  la nd , suc h a s tra ils, b rid g e s, le a n-to s, 

p rivie s, re ta ining  wa lls, o r b uild ing s o f a ny kind . Whe re  e ng ine e ring  p la ns, d e sig ns, o r 

surve ys a re  re q uire d , the  To wn sha ll o b ta in the  re q uire d  p la ns a nd  p e rmits. 

4.2. Sup p ly ta g  b la ze s, kio sks o r sig ns.

4.3. Conduct environmental impact surveys and the filings of any applications, 
fo rms, o r re p o rts tha t ma y b e  re q uire d  b y a ny le ve l o f g o ve rnme nt o r b y a  g ra nting  

o r re g ula to ry a g e nc y.
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1. County  Town  Na me    Position

2. Surry Elkin  Llo yd  Pa yne   To wn Ma na g e r

3. Surry   Chris Kno p f  Co unty Ma na g e r

4. Surry Elkin  Dr. Bill Bla c kle y Co o rd ina to r - Elkin Va lle y 

5.        Tra ils Asso c ia tio n

6. Surry Elkin  Le slie  Sc hle nd e r Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt Dire c to r

7. Wa ke  Ra le ig h Ka te  Dixo n  Exe c utive  Dire c to r - FMST

8. Wa ke  Ra le ig h Da rre ll Mc b a ne  Tra ils Pro g ra m Ma na g e r - NC 

9.        Divisio n o f Pa rks a nd  Re c

10. Wilke s   Jo hn Ya te s  Co unty Ma na g e r

11. Wilke s Ro nd a   La ho ma  O 'La g ue  To wn Ad ministra to r

12. Wilke s   Ed d ie  Ba rne s  Pla nning  Dire c to r

13. Ya d kin Jo ne sville  Sc o tt Buffkin  To wn Ma na g e r

14. Ya d kin   Aa ro n Churc h Co unty Ma na g e r

15. Ya d kin Bo o nville  Rusty Hunte r IV Ma yo r

Dra ft Pla n Ma iling  List 

Sample MOU

4.4. Arra ng e  fo r the  tra nsp o rta tio n o f ma te ria ls fo r c o nstruc tio n o f b rid g e s, 

b o a rd wa lks, e tc  to  the  ne a re st lo c a tio n to  the  wo rk site  tha t a  ve hic le  ma y 

a p p ro a c h suc h a s a  p a rking  a re a  o r tra ilhe a d .

4.5. Be  re sp o nsib le  fo r the  ste wa rd ship  o f the  la nd  a nd  its tra ils inc lud ing  the  

e nfo rc e me nt o f rule s tha t g o ve rn the  use  o f the  tra ils b y the  p ub lic

Se c tion 5 -  Joint Re sponsibilitie s

5.1 a p p ly fo r g ra nts to  p ro vid e  ma te ria ls fo r the  c o nstruc tio n o f b rid g e s o r o the r 

struc ture s a lo ng  the  tra ils

5.2 p ro vid e  the  ve rb ia g e  fo r sig ns whic h, if use d  a t tra ilhe a d  a re  to  inc lud e  tha t the  

Tra il Co nfe re nc e  ma inta ins the  tra ils. 

5.3 seek out and find suitable projects for youth, school, civic, and corporate groups 
wishing  to  a ssist with tra il p ro je c ts

Section 6 - Modification or Termination

6.1 The  p a rtie s ma y mo d ify this MOU in a  writing  sig ne d  b y b o th p a rtie s.  Eithe r p a rty 

ma y withd ra w fro m the  re la tio nship  d e sc rib e d  a b o ve  up o n 90 d a ys writte n no tic e  to  

the  o the r p a rty.

Da te d :       
Ap p ro ve d  b y
 ____________________________________      _____________________________________

__________(Na me )                                   __________(Na me )
Sup e rviso r                                                   Exe c utive  Dire c to r

To wn o f ____________(To wn)                     __________(DCG) 

(A-14) Public  Comment Proc ess and Results

Up o n c o mp le tio n o f the  d ra ft p la n, the  c o nsulta nt te a m c o mme nc e d  a  45-d a y 

p ub lic  c o mme nt p e rio d . A p rinte d  d ra ft p la n, a lo ng  with a  c o ve r le tte r (se e  p a g e  

rig ht), wa s fo rma lly ma ile d  to  a ll ma jo r sta ke ho ld e rs a nd  lo c a l g o ve rnme nts within 

the  stud y a re a  (se e  ta b le  b e lo w). Also , a n e le c tro nic  c o p y o f the  d ra ft p la n wa s se nt 

to  thre e  ma jo r e ma il lists, inc lud ing  tho se  b e lo ng ing  to  Elkin Va lle y Tra ils Asso c ia tio n, 

Ya d kin Va lle y He rita g e  Co rrid o r Pa rtne rship  a nd  Frie nd s o f the  Mo unta ins-to -Se a  Tra il.
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Dra ft Pla n Cove r Le tte r Public  Comme nt Re sults

Destination by Design 
815 West King Street, Boone NC 28607 

 
 

 

MEMO 
 

To:   Regional Trail Stakeholders 
   
From:  Eric Woolridge, AICP  
  Principal, Destination by Design  
 
Date:   September 15, 2014 
 
Re: Mountains-to-Sea State Trail Sub-Section Plan: Stone Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master Plan 

 

 
Destination by Design (DbD) is pleased to provide your office with a draft of the Mountains-to-Sea State Trail Sub-
Section Plan: Stone Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master Plan. This study was commissioned by the North 
Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation and the Northwest Partnership for Public Health. We welcome your 
comments concerning this draft plan, which will remain open for public comment until October 1, 2014.  
 
Noted below are some major facts and objectives found within the plan: 

1. This plan changes the previously planned Mountains-to-Sea (MST) route from the Roaring River corridor to 
the Wells Knob/ Elkin Creek corridor. 

2. Upon completion, this study area would provide for approximately 70 miles of designated Mountains-to-Sea 
Trail. 

3. This plan calls for 17 new miles of equestrian trail (Stone Mountain State Park to Carter Falls). 
4. East of Elkin/Jonesville, equestrian use is not recommended because of railroad right-of-way crossings. 
5. 33 miles (38%) of the proposed trail will serve as multi-use cycling and hiking designated MST. This will 

begin just north of Elkin and then traverse through Elkin and Jonesville and along the Yadkin River to Pilot 
Mountain State Park.  A multi-use trail design will provide the greatest economic impact to the region. 

6. This plan proposes a loop trail around the Yadkin River that links both Elkin and Jonesville. 
7. East of Elkin and Jonesville, the trail is recommended on the Surry County side until it approaches Wayne 

Farms; at this point, the trail will need to cross the Yadkin River south to Yadkin County if the trail is to 
remain multi-use. The plan notes other areas where potential bridge crossings will need to be developed, 
further linking Surry and Yadkin Counties. 

8. The plan identifies priority implementation areas for governing bodies and non-profit organizations as they 
focus their efforts on trail implementation (Chapter 6). 

 
DbD and the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation welcome all public comments regarding this plan. It is 
our hope that your governing body or organization will adopt this plan or provide recommend changes that would 
make that possible.  
 
For more information, contact: 
 

Eric Woolridge, AICP 
Principal, Destination by Design 
Phone: 828.386.1866 
Email: eric@DbDplanning.com 

At the  c o mp le tio n o f the  45 d a y c o mme nt p e rio d , o nly b rie f a nd  info rma l c o mme nts ha d  b e e n 

re c e ive d  via  p ho ne  a nd  e ma il fro m o nly fe w sta ke ho ld e rs. 

The  Sa ura to wn Tra ils Asso c ia tio n (STA) re q ue ste d  tha t e q ue stria n use  b e  c a lle d  fo r a lo ng  p o rtio ns o f 

the  Ya d kin Rive r whe re  the  ra ilro a d  d o e s no t e xist. Also , Frie nd s o f Mo unta ins to  Se a  Tra il re mind e d  

the  c o nsulta nt te a m tha t Frie nd s o f Sa ura to wn Tra ils is the  DCG within Pilo t Mo unta in Sta te  Pa rk 

while STA assists with MST efforts outside of the parks. Officials from Elkin Valley Trails Association 
wanted to note that the planned trail route will continue to alter significantly as they continue to 
se c ure  la nd o wne r a g re e me nts.  The  Na tio na l Pa rk Se rvic e  (NPS) no te d  tha t a ll p la ns a nd  d isc ussio n 

concerning the Blue Ridge Parkway would ultimately need to be officially endorsed by NPS (see 
A-15 fo r full NPS e ma il).

The  c o nsulta nt te a m, up o n re q ue st fro m NCDPR a nd  sub se q ue nt to  the  45 d a y c o mme nt p e rio d , 

placed a phone call to Ronda officials to confirm whether the town had any response or comments, 
either positive or negative, about changing the route. As of the printing of the final plan, the 
consultant team was unable to reach Ronda officials. The consultant team also reached out to 
Wilkes County officials via email; Eddie Barnes, Wilkes County Planning Director, expressed that their 
office had no comments concerning the draft plan. 
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(A-15) National Park Servic e  (NPS) Draft Comments
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