FINAL PLAN
NOVEMBER 21, 2014

MOUNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAIL
STONE MOUNTAIN TO PILOT MOUNTAIN STATE PARK MASTER PLAN






(7 a
PRODUCED BY:

( )) DESTINATION by DESIGN
planning + promoting quality of life

www.DbDPlanning.com



Sone Mountain Sate Park Supe ninte nde nt, Janet Pe arson, points to the Stone Mo untain
outcrop from Devils Garden Overook on the Blue Ridge Parkway.
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INTRODUCTION
G\I THIS CHAP'IER:\

Also, the Hkin Valley Trails Association (EVTA) has

1. Backgmound
ke made considerable progressin trailldevelopment
2. Plan Purpose .
and securing landowneragreementsbetween Stone
3. Plan Goals

Mountain State Park and the Town of Ekin. EVTA

<

4. Planning Process

o continues to solidify its position asone ofthe premier DESIGN
5. Plan Organization . L . A REGIONAL PLAN
trail development non-profit organizations in North FOR ACTIVE LIVING
INFREASTRUCTURE
Camlna. YR HONEHEEST
MOATH TARTLIRA
Background
The recognition of need forthis planning effort
In 2013 health direc tors from across the 10-county extendsbeyond the localand regionallevel- it is e R B
region of northwest North Carolina created a also of great interest to the North Carolina Division of — i e M e T =
regionalplan forestablishing new active living Parks and Recreation’s (NCDPR) State Trails Program.
o pportunitie s thro ugho ut the ir jurisd ic tio ns. The plan MST is a State Trail, and NCDPR provided matching
- Health by Design — was funded by the Community grant funds to support this planning effort. State Hails The MST Plan was identified as a major priority
Transformation Grant and identified forty (40) projects Pogram leadersalso provided benchmark planning within the regional He alth by De sign plan.
focusing on active living infra struc ture. Of the se goalsto ensure that thisplan would well-position local
projects, eight “Category 1” projects, inc luding the stakeholders to secure future grants.

Mo untains-to-Sea State Tail (MSI) - Sub Section Plan
- Stone Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master
Plan, were selected foradditionalfunding forplan
development.

This planning e ffort ranked partic ulady well within
the Health by Design plan since the proposed frail
connectorfrom Stone Mountain State Parkto Pilot
Mountain State Parkenjoyssuch broad public
support. Health officials from both Wilkes County and The He alth by Design plan study area

Surry County ranked thisprojectastheirtop priority. inc lude s North Carolina’s 10 northwe stem
counties, referred to as Region 3 by the
NC Association of Loc al He alth Dire c tors.

EXEE INTRODUCTION




ALIEY TRAIISASSOCIATION
IFY ITS POSITION AS ONE

ELOPMENTNON-
%mﬂ CAROLINA.

A

EVTA officials host a community meeting updating
the public about trail development work.

Plan Puipose

The Mo untains-to-Sea State Tail- Sub Section Plan - Stone Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park MasterPlan serves
asa comprehensive trailplan thatismeantto guide localtrailsection managers asthey strive to locate, design,
and implement the Mo untains-to-Sea Tail throughout the region. Also, thisplaniscrticalas state tralldevelopment
leaders, particularly those associated with the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation, continue to plan,
develop and manage statewide trail syste ms.

Plan Goals:

¢ Identify and engage all existing and potential supporting and funding partners;
¢ Re-evaluate the North Carolina Mountains-to-Sea State Tiail - We ste m Piedmont Se c tion Plan;

¢ Consider and define what user group(s) this trail might serve and define optimal trail corridor widths
based on regulatory guidelines and expected traffic;

o Define and prioritize trail routing options between Stone Mountain and Pilot Mountain State Park;

¢ Identify segmentmanagers, delegated community groups and partners; and

40 Consider and define how the trail/greenway might be constructed;

o Identify the key factors necessary to justify segment manager staff, resources, and public funds for
this project.

MO UNTAINS-TO - SFA STATE TRAILL IFEN



Planning Process

1,

2,

Project Kick-off

a.Meetwith EVTA and otherkey stakeholders (listed in appendix) forproject orientation
b. Discuss planning study area boundary and planning sections

c. Develop a schedule for field reconnaissance

Discovery and Analysis

a.Acquire existing, pertinent GISdata

b. ldentify existing and planned trails, key assets (listed in appendix), and environmentalassets and
constraints within the study area

c. Conduct thorough field visits with key stakeholders

d. Host a public meeting to share initial analysis and glean new insights

Plan Development

a. Work with key stakeholders to identify preferred and alternative routes

b. Develop a complete map series of trail alignments according to planning sub-sections

c. Provide visual schematics, such as drawings or photo-renderings, that highlight significant trail features
and opportunitie s

d. Develop an implementation strategy that includes an evaluation of each planning section and
recommendations fortrailimple me ntation

e. Provide a draft plan (45-day public review period) to all local governments and stakeholder organizations
mpacted by the recommended trailroute orthe re-routing ofthe historic MST'planned o ute.

Final Plan
a. Finalize the draft planning document to include all content acquired throughout the planning process,
incorporating all comments gleaned during the 45-day public review period.

b.Seekadoptionofplanbylocalgoveming bodies

INTRODUCTION

KEY PLANNING FACTORS:
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.

A critical component of the Discovery and
Analysis Phase included ide ntifying the public’s
“ide as, insig hts, bamiers, and BIG ide as.”



Plan O1ganization

This plan is organized according to six (6)
subsequent chapters: 1) The Mountains-to-Sea Tail:
Its History and Pre vio us Planning Efforts; 2) Overview
of the Region; 3) Public Engagement and Vision; 4)
User Groups, Design Standards, and Trail Character;
5) Trail Section Analysis and Objectives; and, 6)
Section Management and Imple mentation.

‘I » Chapter 1: MST History and Changing the Historic
Planning Route provides the historicalcontext for
the state’sforemost traildevelopme nt priority.
Thischapteralso evaluates previous MSTregional
planning efforts with significant implications for this
study area.

2. Chapter2: Overview ofthe Region provides a
brief geographic profile of the plan’s study area,
which consistsof a 50-mile area linking Stone
Mo untain State Paik, the towns of Hkin and
Jonesville, and Pilot Mountai State Park. 'This
chapteralso providesa description ofthe key non-
governmental organizations working to implement
the MST'in the region. The chapterconcludes
by summarizing local recreation and greenway
plans, and otherrelevant plansrelated to MST
development efforts.

3. Chapter 3: Public Engagement and Vision descrnbes
the processofpublic outreach and inclusion, a
critic al ele ment within the planning process. In
March 2014, more than 80 citizens from across
the Yadkin Valley attended the Stone to Pilot Trai
Master Plan worksho p. This c hapterhighlights many
ofthe key “Ideas, Insights, and Bamiers” gleaned
from workshop participants.

4,

Chapter4: User Groups, De sign Standards, and Thail
Charuc te ridentifies the preferred trail construction and
design standardsthat willbestaccommodate a wide-
array of frail user groups. This chapter also emphasizes
a unified theme and design for trail support facilities,
information kiosks, wayfinding signage, etc.

Chapter 5: Trail Section Analysis and Objectives

serves as the heart of this plan, providing specific
objectivesfortrailalignment and development
throughout the study area. This section is organized into
five parts, each representing a geographic sub-sector of
the Study Area. The chapter emphasizes the six (6) major
factors: public workshop comments; asset c onnec tivity;
relative parceldensity; envionmental a sse ts;
envinnmental constraints; and, segment manager
capacity. Every effot wasmade to ensure that the trail
follows the most meaningfuland feasble oute.

Chapter 6: Section Management and Implementation
disc usse s re sponsibility forthe long-term development
and managementofthe trail 'This ¢ hapterhighlights
tralsegment managers, theirgeographic areasof
re sponsibility, and their prioritie s forimple mentation.
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MSTHISTORY AND CHANGING THE HISTORIC PIANNING RO UIE

IN IS CHAPIER:

1. MST Overview & History
2. MSTFactsata Glance
3. Implications of Previous MST Planning Efforts

MO UNTAINS-TO - SEA TRAIL O VERVIEW

The Mountains-to-Sea State Trai (MSD) isan effort

to link Clingman’s Dome in the Great Smokey
Mountains NationalParkto Jockey s Ridge State
Parklocated in the Outer Banks. NC State Parks
deems the trail the flagship project of the North
Camwlina State Tails Pogram. Tbday more than 600
miles of the 1,000 mile route are complete and open
for use. Utilizing temporary routes on backroads and
bicycle paths, hikers can take part in an adventure
acrss North Camwlna.

Partners across North Carolina are helping to plan
and build the trail to link communities together
and to serve as the backbone of a growing system
of land and water trails. When completed, the
route will pass through 33 counties that include
approximately 40 percent of the North Carolina’s
population.

EXEE MSTHISTO RY AND CHANGING THE HISTO RIC PIANNING RO UTE

Morth Carolina's Mountains-to-Sea State Trail \

The Mountains-to-Se a State Trail showc ase s the diversity of North Carolina’s natural be auty from the
Appalac hian Mountains to the Atlantic Oce an. Map from NCParks.gov.



History

The trail concept was first proposed in 1977

by Howard Lee - then secretary of the

N.C. Department of Natural Resources and
Community Development. The Mountains-to-
Sea State Park Trail was made an official land-
based unit of the state park system by the
General Assembly on August 2, 2000.

The vast majority of the foot trail is located

on lands not directly managed as part of its
associated state park unit. The trail is a part of
the North Camwlina State Trails Pogram and
as of August 2014, 608 miles of trail has been
designated as a part of the MST. The segments
of MST along the Blue Ridge Parkway were
designated asa NationalRecreation Trailin
2005. The MST has the distinction of being the
highest elevation, long-distance trail in the
eastern United States, where it crosses Mount
Mitchell at 6,684 feet (2,037 m).

www.ncmst.org

In 1977, Howard Iee (right), then Secretary of the
Department of Natural Re source s and Community
Development, accompanied by Dr. Doris Hamme tt (le ft),
first announced the idea of “establishing a state trail
between the mountains and the seashore in North Carolina”
at the National Thails Symposium in Lake Junaluska.

MO UNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAIL HEXY



Potential Economic Benefits of the MST

The MST was created not only for its recreational benefits, but also
because of its implications for further developing North Carolina’s
outdoorrecreation economy. The outdoorrecreation ind ustry sectorin
North Carolina has experienced significant growth and warrants public
sector investment to help generate private sector job growth.

('IHENUMBEROFNOR’IH CAROLINIANS PARTICIPATING IN \
REC REATIO NALACTIVITIES O VER THE PASTDEC ADE
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MSTFACTSATA GIANCE

0

ﬂ’ementage of Participants

A c tivity ' )

Division of Parks and Re cre ation, NC De partme nt of Environme nt and Natural Re sources, 2009-2013
North Carolina State wide Compre he nsive OutdoorRe cre ation Plan, 2008

MSTHISTO RY AND CHANGING THE HISTORIC PIANNING RO UIE

Is North Carolina’s longest marked footpath at present \
Is one of North Carolina’s State Trails

Climbs both the tallest mountain peak and the highest sand dune in the Eastern United
States

Is being built and maintained by trail clubs, local communities and state parks

Passes through 33 counties

Showcases the state’s diverse landscape from hardwood forests and tea-colored swamps,
fading tobacco crossroads and reviving urban centers, courthouse square towns and
rugged gorges, remote lighthouses and mountain overlooks

Passes through three national parks and two national wildlife refuges

Meanders through three national forests

Passes three lighthouses, including the nation’s tallest

Connects 10 State Parks: Jockey's Ridge, Falls Lake, Cliffs of the Neuse, Eno River, Haw
River, Hanging Rock, Pilot Mtn., Stone Min., Grandfather Mtn., & Mount Mitchell

Was proposed in 1977 and added to the state park system in 2000
Highest elevation: 6,684 feet on Mt. Mitchell

Lowest elevation: 26 feet on Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Takes approximately 2,112,000 footsteps to complete

Includes two ferry rides

851 volunteers worked more than 18,500 hours to build and maintain the trail in 2012 j

A Source: http:// www.ncmst.org/ the-trail/ at-a-glance/ with updated information from NCDPR



Incorporated Tails

The MST incorporates many notable frails as part of
its ro ute .

* The MST shares several miles of its route with the

Appalachian Trail near the MST's western trail-head.

e The Art Loeb Trail from Davidson River
Campground in Brevard to Daniel Boone Boy Scout
Camp

* The MST follows most of the Tanawha Trail's
length.

* The MST shares most of the Sauratown Trail’s
route, which is the only bridle trail that connects
two NC state parks and is the longest trail on
private owned lands in the state.

* A recent addition to the trail is the Haw River Trail
(partially opened) which begins at Haw River State
Parkin Guiford and Rockingham Counties and
continuesto Cane Creekin southem Alamance
County and on to Chatham County.

* The MST follows the entire length of the Neusiok
Trail which traverses the forest from a sandy beach
on the Neuse River to a salt marsh on the Newport
River.

A

The MSTutilize s a variety oftrail networks across the state, such as those within Stone Mountain State Park.

MO UNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL SR



IMPLICATIONS O F PREVIO US MST
PIANNING EFFORTS

In 2006 the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments
(COG) developed the Western Piedmont Section
plan for the Mountains-to-Sea State Trail through
an inclusive workshop process. The plan’s study
area extends from Lake Townsend in the east to
Stone Mountain State Park in the west. The Stone
Mo untain State Park to Pilot Mountain State Park
study area is fully within this study area, providing

a detailed plan for nearly half of the planning

sec tion.

The COG plan recognizes that the MST trail could
feasibly link to the Blue Ridge Parkway in a variety
of ways. The plan identifies four (4) alternative
routes and one (1) primary route for the MST. The

alternative routes include Fisher River, Mitchell River,

Old E & A Railroad, and Elkin Creek. The Roaring
River corridor, which is located farthest to the west,

isnoted asthe “Pimary Planned Route.”

North Carolina Mountains-to-Sea Trail Westem Piedmont Section

Haw Rlve #\

Lo o
State’| Par

N North Carolina
el Mountains-to-Sea Trail
Western Piedmont Section

Eaptral MST Planning Region
H From Lake Townsend to Stone Mountain State Park

% Mountains to Sea Existing Trail 1 Municipality

{1 County

I Major Water Body
[T Major Parks

g % #Primary Planned MST Route
1 Alternate Planned MST Route

L 5 25 0 5
Miles Maior
n iy 1200y
h + Major Roads
£ 20

Primary Northe m Rural foute: From Lake Brandtalong an abandoned mitvad comdorthmugh  Alfemate Routes (Listed from Eastto West): 1) Fom Maw RiverState Parkin Rockingham County though Reidsville
Summerfield and Stokewdale in Guiford County and amund the southwestend of Belews Lake and Wentwory fHs~ along the Dan Riverwith a spurto Eden and anotherspurup the Mayo Riverto connect with

in Forsyth County; along the Dan Riverin Stokes County though Danbury; through Hanging Rock  the Mayo Kverstate Park; 2) Fom the Dan Riveralong an abandoned miwad comdorthough Walut Cove in Stokes
State Parkand along the Sauratown Tai; thro ugh Pilot Mountain State Parkin Suny County and ~ County and RuralHalland Bbaccovile in Farsyth County; 3) From Tiad Parkto Belews Lake; 4) Frowy 7= rae* e me rsviim
along the Yadkin Riverthm ugh Flkin; c ontinue along the Yadkin Riverin Wikes County; tum notth  to Belews Iake;5) From the south-west end of Belews Iake along anabandoned mimad ¢omdorto Walnut Cove;

along the Roaring River; continue up the East Prong of the Roaring River, the Big Sandy Creekand 6) From the confluence ofSalem Creekand Muddy Creekdown the Mudu=, Creek to pr~.de a spurconnec torwith
Widows Creek to join with the existing MSTtril in Stone Mountain State Park. the Yadkin Riverin Davidson County; 7) from Muddy Creek through Lewsille to the Yadkin Riverand north along the
Yadkin River; 8) from Muddy Creek along Mil Creekand Grassy Creek tn . s p.Rural Halland continuing north along
anabandoned mimad comidorand varbussmalcreeksto connecty « la Suratown Tailin Stokes County; 9) from
the Yadkig® = wt" ~Jong the FisherRiverthmugh Dobson in Suny Caa » #.md connecting with the Blue Ridge Parkway
in Alle ghany County; 10) From the Yadkin Rivernorth along the Mitc! = ™ = ard connecting to the Blue Ridge Parkway

b
Primary Southem Uban Route : From Lake Brandtalong the po=nsed Piedmont

Regional Greenway though OakRidge in Ga,lford County; thrrugh Keme rsville in

Forsyth County and amund Salem Lake; along Salem Creek though Winston-Salem;

in Aleghany County; 11) from Hkin notth along an abandoned E) s2]%39 onidorparaleling US21 and following various

This section of the North Carolina Mountains-to-Sea Trail map |
cooperation with:

up Muddy Creek through Winston-Salem, Bethig «., ....l1obuccovile; along Old Pond p— Ste ol Program it Trad Counil
Creek; along the Yadkin Riverthmugh Pilot Mountam State Parkin Suny County; and smallmadsand streamsto connectwith the eastem end of 1+ Wl tmt = Fy¥ate Park; and 12) frra Ekin notth along Hkin Mounsim o Se Tl Recrcatons Tl Program Gt of Govcmmens
continuing on a+ descrbed in the Northem Rural Route above. Creekto conr g jiy 1 the eastem end of Stone Mountain Styr + an.

N y & ya 7 e 1
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Current MSTRoute from Stone Mountain State Park to Elkin

TSL
Spart %\QJ 'QJ

ALLEGHANY

‘ BASED ON PREVIO US

' n A'W PIANNING EFFORIS,

THE NO RIH CAROILINA
DIVISION OF PARKS
AND RECREATION

q
L Stone Mtn . ; | CONSIDERED RO ARING
State Park RIVER THE PRIMA RY

PIANNED MSTRO UIE

\ee}
S
W
)
=
(@
‘
Q
(&S]
=

Current

Primary
Route WILKES
v
2 Boonville
— X \\@‘East-Bend - ‘

MO UNTAINS-TO - SFA STATE TRAIL



",
e

HOWEVER, Wﬂﬁ THE
CREATION OFTHE
EIKIN VALIEY TRALS
ASSOCIATION (EVTA) IN
2012, EXTENSIVE TRAIL
IMPLEMENTATION WO RK

HA S BEEN PERFO RMED

AIONG THE EIKIN CREEK

CORRIDOR. .
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ADDINIO NAILY, CURRENTTRAILDEVELO PMENT
EFFO RIS FURTHER DEVIA'TE FROM THE EIKIN C REEK
ALTERNATIVE CORRIDOR BY IEAVING THE C REEK
TO TRAVERSE WEILS KNO B BEFO RE REACHING

STONEMOUNTAIN STATE PARK. NO ACTIVIIY HAS

OCCURRED AIONG THE ROARING RIVER RO UIE
SINCE ITWAS PRO PO SED.

MO UNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAIL ESE




Why Change the Route?

No frail construction efforts have been made along Because of the extensive trail implementation
the Preferred Roaring River Route since the adoption efforts that have been made and the high level of
of the COG plan in 2006. community support, this plan designates the

Old E&A Railroad/Elkin Creek/Wells Knob corridor as
In 2012 the Elkin Valley Trails Association (EVTA) was the new official MST preferred route.

created. The association has completed frails along
the Old E & A Railroad, Elkin Creek, and in the Wells
Knob area. Additionally, planning work has been
completed by EVTA to the south of Stone Mountain
State Park. When these efforts are coupled together
they signify the beginning (NE out of Elkin on the Old
E & A Railroad and Elkin Creek), the middle (Wells
Knob), and the end (south of Stone Mountain State
Park) of a preferred trail route.

EVTA’s successes in this corridor have not been
matched in any other area within the Stone Mountain
to Pilot Mountain State Park study area. Consensus
among a range ofkey stakeholders, including local
governments and the general public (see letfters

of support in appendix) helped to solidify the Elkin
Creek and Wells Knob Corridor as the preferred
route as planning progressed. Furthermore, the route
change has been endorsed by the Wilkes County
Commissioners (Resolution from June 18, 2013)

and Wilkes County has further agreed to hold trail

easeme nts.

MSTHISTO RY AND CHANGING THE HISTORIC PIANNING RO UIE




Proposed MSTRoute from Stone Mountain State Park to Elkin
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The project study area begins at DevisGarden Overlook .+ Lo
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OVERVIEW OF THEREGION

IN TIS C HAPIER:

1. Study Area
2. Rey Agencies and Organizations
3. Pre vio us Planning Effo rts

Study Area

This sub section plan ofthe MSTstre tc he s
approximately 50 miles connec ting Stone Mo untain
State Paik, the towns of Elkin and Jonesville, and

Pilo t Mo untain State Park. Surry County
The study area beginsat Devils Overdook on the Pilot

. . Stone’Mountdin * M NS
Blue Ridge Partkway before the Mo untains-to - Statchik M ountain Styte

Sea State Trailenters Stone Mountain State Park. Fi

From Stone Mountain State Paik, the planning
comdor, whichisapproximately two-miles wide,
extends south over Wells Knob and then to Ekin
Creekbefore reaching the Town Ekin and Town of
Jonesville. Fom Stone Mountain State Park to Ekin is
approximately 17 milesin length.

Jonesville .

The Elkin Valley Trails Association has

made significant trail development progress

between Stone Mountain and the Town of ‘ ; Ya:::;:;‘éer /

Elkin. Corridor

Fast of Elkkin and Jonesville, the planning comdor
extendsapproximately 26-miles along the Yadkin A

Riverbefore reaching Pilot Mountain State Park. The study area extends approximately 70 mile s from Stone Mountain State Park to the Towns of Hkin and
Jone sville and to Pilot Mountain State Park.

2: OVERVIEW OF THE REGION




Key Agencies and O1ganizations

Thissection providesa briefoverview of North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation (NCDPR) and the many Yadkin River Heritage Comidor Partne rship (YRHC)
othernon-govemmentalorganizations working on behalf ofthe Mountains-to-Sea State Trail A complete listofall

existing and potential supporting/funding partnersislocated in the appendix. : This YRHC works to promo te
economic development
North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation (NCDPR) vad kin ‘ througho ut the re gion
The NCDPR provides crtic al funding, oversight, and coordination ofthe MST The mission of VHIIEY including Caldwell, Wikes,
the state parks system isto conserve and protectrepresentative examplesofthe natural Surry, and Yadkin Co unties. The
beauty, ecological features and recreational resources of statewide significance; to provide recognizable YRHC logo influenced the branding for
outdoor recreational opportunities in a safe and healthy environment; and to provide this plan.

envimnmentaleducation opportunities that promote ste wardship ofthe state’snatural
hertage.

Frends of the Mountains-to-Sea Tail (FMST)
Ekin Valley Tiails Association (EVTA)

The mission ofthe EVTA is to increase the quality oflife in the Elkin Valley by building and FMSTiscomprised ofa growing
ELKIN VALLEY promoting a networkoftraisand greenwaysthat wilprovide educationalopportunities, ! group ofcitizensand volunteers
TRAILS preserve area history, promote health and welness, provide economic opportunities and e AL i who suppo1t the ste wardship
ASS50CIATIORMN PoOmote anappreciation and a respectforthe envimnment in Wike s, Sunry and Ya d kin SR TR A and developmentofthe MST
Hr R Counties and connect with trails that link to the rest of North Carlina. throughout North Cawlina.

AN FMSTMEMBER PRO VIDES
COMMENTS ATTHE STONETO PIIOT
PIANNING WO RKSHOP.

(sl A
VRS T EER
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Ro c kford Historic al So cie ty Yadkin Valley River Keepers

The Rockford Historical Society works to promote and
preserve the historicallegacy of Rockford, NC, which
islocated north ofthe Yadkin Riverin Surry Co unty.
Rockford islocated between Ekin and Pilot Mo untain
Sta te Park.

Yadkin Riverkeeper is a non-profit organization and a licensed member of the
WaterkeeperAliance. They seekto maintain and improve the quality ofthe Yadkin River
Basin through education,advocacy, and action. The Yadkin Riverisa state designated
trail

Yadkin Valley Tiail Ride rs
Sauratown Tails Association

The Yadkin Valley TrailRiders work to promote, develop, and steward equestran trails
throughout the Yadkin Valley region of North Carolina.

Formed in 1988, the Sauratown
Tails Association (STA) isa non-
profit organization dedicated
to promoting, creating and

YADHIN VALLEY
THAAIL HIDERS

maintaining horsebackand
hiking trails in Stoke s and Sumy c o untie s o f No rth

Camlina. SIA’s prima1y mission is to ste ward the — MEMBERS O F THE YADKIN VAIIEY TRA IL RIDERS
25-mile Sauratown Tail which extends from Pilot g ' :
Mo untain State Park to Hanging Rock State Park. B g™, CATCH UP DURING THE STONETO PIIOT

MSTPIANNING WO RKSHOP.

Frends of Sauratown Mountains

The Fiendsof Sauratown

FRIEMI2S Mountains provides a

Cxl

concerted effort among
0 1g a niza tio ns wo rking
to benefit the Sauratown Mountains and support
Hanging Rock and Pilot Mountain State Parks.

FXZE 2: O VERVIEW O F THEREGION




Pre vious Planning Efforts

Ovemountain Vic tory National Historic Trail (O VNHD Town of EFlkin Greenway Plan

Established by the U.S. Congressin 1980, the Overmo untain
Vic tory National Historic Trail (O VNHI) comme morates the
route taken by militiamen in 1780 from southwe st Virginia ,

The Recreation, Parks, and Greenway Plan forthe Town of Elkin was
adopted by the town in 2014. Thisplan addresses the Tbwn of Ekin’s

ti dsin a ho listi .
present-day eastem Tennessee, and the piedmont of North e

and South Camwlna to Kings Mountain, South Carlina where
a crucial Revolutionary Warbattle tookplace. Although the trailisnotyet

completed, 57 miles of the route throughout the 330 mile-long comidorare
accessble to the public. Today, the trailis supported by the National Park
Service, US. Forest Service, US. Army Cormpsof Engineers, Overmountain Vic to ry
Trail Association, various historicalsocieties, and loc alcitize ns. The To wn o f Elkin

servesasa majortermminus forthis nationally recognized trail, and portions o f this / \
MSTsub section plan willinclude designated sectionsofthe O VNHT Tail Planning Recommendations
Sho rt-Term Planning Goals (1-5 years):

‘" - 1. Trailconnecting Municipal Parkto Crater
i tk‘ll'hﬂ"’ oy T o

!
¢ |

2. Extension and expansion of E & A Nature
Tail, including 1st majorbridge over
Fkin creek north of Municipal Park

THE TO WN OF EIKIN SERVES AS A

Mid-Tem Planning Goals (6-10 ye ars):

- " ....l -- o '- ' N N i : - i ']}le 2014 Recmation Palks and Gleen a Ha f
()‘7 | o » 9 9 way nior
MAQ]OR’]ERMINUS mRr.lI_]E NHT . | : a]()ng Yadkin Riverand connect with

www.bipfoundation.or,,

OVNHTtrail manrkers can be found at Ekin Park and along Hkin Creek.

the Town of Hkin provides various alte mative route s
@County’sﬁsherRiverpark / forhow a trail, such as the Mountains-to-Sea State

Tail, could traverse Ekin’s municipal jurisdic tion.
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Sunry County Greenway Master Plan

The Sunrry County Greenway MasterPlan was
completed in 2005. According to the plan,
greenwayswould notonly protectareasof
cultural or historical significance, they would
also allow accessto these areas.

Overall, this plan proposed

that Surry County could benefit
economically through increased
regional tourism, preserving the
quality of the rural landscape,
and by preserving local cultural

heritage.

A keyobjective ofthisplanisa trailalong Suny
County’s southem border: the Yadkin River.

2: OVERVIEW OF THE REGION

Ekin/ Jonesville Comprehensive Transportation Plan

The Elkin/Jo ne sville
Comprehensive Transportation
Plan, adopted in July 0f2012,
isa long-range multimodal

transportation plan that
coverstransportation needs
through 2040. A major
recommendation of this
planisa multiuse pathon
both sidesofthe Yadkin River
spanning from Ekin Creek to Interstate 77.

Additionally, the plancallsforon-road improvements

thro ughout bo th Elkin and Jonesville.

A MAJORRECOMMENDATION OF THE
EIKIN/ JONESVILIE C O MPREHENSIVE
TRANSPORTATION PIAN INCIUDES A

MULII- USE PATH ON BO TH SIDES O F THE

YADKIN RIVER FROM EIKIN C REEK TO
INTERSTA'IE 77.

Elkin/Jone sville Comprehensive Transportation Plan

<

i Jonesville,
i
i

— Existing

Multi-Use Paths

Existing

Needs Improvement  -m-mmmm-m Needs Improvement

--------- Recommended

Em—— Existing

O Existing Grade Separation

Needs Improvement

""""" Recommended

O Proposed Grade Separation

—— Viles
00204 08 12

Figure 1

Sheet 4 of 5

Base map date: August 2011
Refer to CTP document for more details

Bicycle Map

Elkin/Jonesville
Surry/Yadkin County
North Carolina
Comprehensive
Transportation Plan
Plan date: December 12, 2011
Revised: January 9, 2012

A

The Elkin/Jone sville Compre he nsive Transponation Plan,
adopted July 0of2012, recomme nds a mulli-use path on both
sides of the Yadkin Riverfrom FEkin Creek to Inte rstate 77.



Yadkin County Comprehensive Parks and
Recreation Master Plan

While Yadkin County does

nothave anadopted

greenway masterplan, their
Comprehensive Parks and
Recreation MasterPlan
highlights the need for
future trailland greenway
development. There isa
cleardemand among
Yadkin County residents for
these faciltiesaccording to public meeting
commentsnoted within the plan. Of particular
intere st to Yadkin citize ns is furtherdevelopmentof
the Jonesvile Greenway beyond the town limits and
the opportunity to ultimately link to Pilot Mo untain
State Parkalong the Yadkin Rivercomidor.

“THE PO PUIARITY OF [GREENWAY

DEVELO PMENT] WAS REFTECTED IN THE
COUNTY’S PUBLIC MEEIINGS.” -

YADKIN COUNTY C O MPREHENSIVE PARKS AND

RECREATION MASTER PIAN

Yadkin County Existing Parks

Purk ParstaFerarkm i L] i a

L marwmy gy F.I!.‘itll‘l.g PHI'L-‘.S

N ajor Rrowis S

?:“ﬂl_ﬂ':i = vammprihinmm: Parks #& Bazroelion
o _=_ i Mapter Plaa

Crmrhy Limis Danha 10T1

A

The Yadkin County Compre he nsive Parks and Re cre ation Master Plan, adopted January 3, 2012, hig hlig hts citizen
recommendations forexpanding the Jonesville Greenway beyond the town imits and working to link a c ounty
trail to Pilot Mountain State Park.
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Yadkin River Heritage Comidor Plan

The Yadkin River Heritage
ComdorPartnership developed
_ this multi-c ounty re gional trail
42 e | plan in 2008 with the purpo se
ofcreating a 113-mile
hertage and recreational
comdorto link, protect, and
preserve significant cultural
and historic assets within the four

county region inc luding Caldwell, Wilke s, Suny,
and Yadkin Counties.

THE YA DKIN HERITA G E
CORRIDO R BEC ONOMIC
IMPA C TSTUDY DEIERMINED
THATIFTHE 113- MILE

TRA IL.WERE DEVEILO PED,
THEN THIS RESO URCE WO ULD
CREATEAPPROXIMATELY 75 NEW
JO BS AND RESULTIN AN BC ONOMIC

MPACTBEIWEEN $4.16 AND $6.48
MIIIIO N.

FXCE 2: O VERVIEW O F THEREGION

Yadkin RiverHeritage Comidor
To Wytheville, VA: 42 mi.

. To Roanoke, VA: 100 mi.

e —— _ 2158

e everseside ordealed i 3 . s —_— VIRGINIA
@ 'nformation

Cultural & Historical
@ Wineries & Vineyards
@ outdoor Activities

yadkin.‘

valley

Civil War Sites

e
P P
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“ ®
o
o
5 ronan e
W\ Rondeavous Mulberry
O iountin
N b Miller's
W Creek
h, OVERMOUNTAIN VICTORY TRAIL (&2 North
s govoni/ . S @&y Wilkesbor
s/ & @,
4 7" Yadkin River )
e TOSEATRAIL Bl >

e N.C.SCENIC BYWAYS
ST wwncdot org/travescenic/

[ e pwcnoures

Pisgah
National
Forest

\/mappubs/bikemaps ToAshevile
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it starts with a river...
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Asheville 56 miles Winston-Salem 56 miles

Hickory ®
()
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The Yadkin River Heritage Comidorspans across Caldwe ll, Wilke s, Surry, and YadkFkin c ountie s.
Map source: goyadkinvalley.com



Sm ith- Phillips Prope rty: Design and
Development Workshop

The Tbwn of Elkin held a two-
day workshop in December
2012 to allow c o mmunity
leadersto help envision the
possibilities foran adaptive
reuse ofthe Smith-Phillips Buiding

downtown at 257 Standard Street. The vision is
to create a Heritage and Trails Centeron this to wn-
owned property.

The Heritage and Trails Center will
serve as a central hub for trail activity
throughout the region.

Key principles were explored necessary for
developing a sustainable redevelopment plan.

The Ekin c ommunity’s strengths and assets were
incorporated into the process. Aconceptualmaster
plan wasdeveloped forthe site and surmo unding
areas, including connectionsto downtown, the river,
nearby parks, trailsand Main Street.

CONNECT ELK[H\

HIKE AND BIKE TRAILS

BFESEITE SEITT ITERIM BIPTAPT FLAA
Five @il PP TR PFPEE S DnAMFLE

B AN TEE B GRS S GF AFEMTAR FAA
BEET Y AAN SRR WA Pl TR S EEE

B PESETT A NETELE BN S0 TR P 1y
...... £ HA A % N PAA M YRR AP

& PEFRATE SPUNMEETIFITF &F Ald FRAWL SFFITUS
1 LASH #TATE ABI EFT PEETIRAPUIHE

As part ofthe planning process, a hiking and biking

T - e trailplan was produced.

SMITH-PHILLIRS LUHBER

T —
o —— -

ferms i, T 1

PHOTO RENDERING-FRO M/ DESIG N AND DEVELO PMENT WO RKSHO P

The Hentage and Thils Ce nterwill re quire an adaptive reuse ofthe old Smith- Phillips building.
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTAND VISION

IN THIS C HAPIER:

1. Public Workshop Overview
2.ldeas, Insights, Bamers, and Big ldeas

Public Workshop Overview

On March 20th, 2014, more
than 80 c itize ns from
across the Yadkin Valey
attended the Stone
to Pilot Trail Master
Plan workshop. The
meeting washeld at
The Ekin Centerin the
Town of Elkin. An event flyer was
developed and widely distribute d
via emailby the Ekin Valley Tails Association and
the Yadkin River Heritage Comidor Partne rship.
Furthermore, the event waspublicized on the radio
and through socialmedia.

The Stone to Pilot study area isboth extensive and
diverse; the public workshop allowed the planning
team to capitalize on the significant public interest
and energy forthisproject and to identify the region’s
many assetsidealfortrail c onnec tivity.

T begin the workshop, the consultant team
presented results from the research phase of the
planning process. Thisoverview wasthe resultofan
extensive series of meetings with NCDPR, Ekin Valle y
Trails Association and otherlocalgovemmentleaders
throughout the region. The research phase overview
provided a foundation and frameworkforengaging
the public and generating their“Ide as, Insig hts,
Bamers, and Big deas.”

The workshop be gan with an overview ofthe
information gleaned fiom localtrail developme nt
le aders, State Park Supe ninte nde nts, and loc al
government officials.

EVTA and NCDPR officials discuss MST development
during a pre-workshop field visit.

A

Afterpre se nting the resulis of the research phase,

DbD principal, Eric Woolndge, prepares workshop
participants for idea generation.



Ideas, Insights, Bamiers and BIG IDEAS

The workshop allowed the public to brainstorm their
“Ideas, Insights, and Bamiers” fortrailldevelopment
throughout the study area. Five (5) stations were set

up around the mom according to geographic area.

A sixth station wasdedicated solely to “Big ldeas.”
Attendeeswere provided with asmany comment
cardsasthey wished, which were marked with a
numberand stickerdot with the same number. This
allowed participants to write theircomments and

Study Area Sections.

then place a comesponding doton the map where
the comment wasapplicable. More than 200
commentswere collected.

[}
f #

o PIDTMOUNTAN SR

ADKIN RIVER CORRIDOR
e : county
Rockford oV

Sk Ccounty
40’

&
'& ”
Yad¥

Yoo 2 5

Superintendents from Stone Mountain State Park
and Pilot Mountain State Park were on-hand

to engage participate s with an inte re st in the ir
section of the study area.
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IDEAS.

Workshop participantsgenerated over 100
“IDEAS’ at the public meeting. deaswere
farranging, with most related to equestran
orhistoricaltopics.

“Spurtrail to Mc Ritc hie and Jones Von Dre hle
Wineries down old farm road between
Thurmond and Wells Knob”

“Additional trailheads along Wells Knob sector-
horse traileraccessible and hitc hing posts”

“Constructlarge bridge formuti-use across Grassy
Creek (can secure extra funding if bridge
supports tractors foraccess
to both sides)”

“Blaze trail (signage) down Main St.”

“Put Pedestrian bridge where
old ‘Hkin’ bridge was”

“Put more focus on the paddle trails of the
Yadkin Riverand more focus on the
boatramp/launch at Hkin’s
CraterPark”

“Tanyard Creek Tail from the river to Boonville, via
Coram Falls and Abandoned Town of Dan’s”

“Have the trail go through ornearRockford (the old
historic county seat), bringing attention to
this long neglected area”

“Connect Mountains-to-Sea Tail via Pilot Mountain
State Park Comidorto Shoals Community
Recreation Center. Could provide
access to disc golf,
hiking trails, etc.”



INSIG HTS.

Woikshop participants brought their
invaluable “INSIGHIS’ into the planning

process.

“Horse trail at Stone Mountain is very nice,
but shoxt”

“Great field at corner of Elkin Creek and Yadkin
River; place rope bridge to cross”

“Need hostel/ ovemightaccommodation to
anchoras trail town”

-
Wilke s County |

e —— . —

[

_Jo ne‘sville

&
g
3
o
o
-8
=
2
B~

“Need to develop both sides of the riverso you

can quickly create a long loop forbiking,
walking, and running...”

“Natural fishing area”

“Boonville is a small, pleasant town with
restaurants, flour mill, wineries,
Daniel Boone trail, etc.”

“MAP+Ris working on a plan to connect Ararat River
Greenway and the Taylor Greenway. The trail
willbe 107 miles when done”

“Access to smallcomerstore in Shoals at
comerof Stony Ridge Road and
Shoals Road”

“There is a historic building on park land about 75
yard from comnidor trail”
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“lack ofa good team to promote this

“Need good cooperation with Department
of Transportation”

Wilke s County

Yadkin County

“Traffic barriers from Traphill Road
idea in Yadkin County”

to Hkin”

“No existing bridge overArarat River’

“Main crossing needs large bridge (using Eagle “Town ordinance against horses”

Scout project and local business
support to construct)”

“Railroad traffic and lack of pedestrian/equestrian

“Right-of-way with Southe m Rail from

Ekin to Mitc hell River” portage access”

“Raiload crossing needs coverto protect
trail users from falling debris
from trains”




A

DbD Principal, Tere sa Buc kwalter; recaps all ofthe BIG IDEAS to the participants at the Stone to
Pilot Public Workshop.

BIG IDEAS

1.

Cycling on all trails

Have smalllibraries along trails forhikerto bonmow books and

retum atotherbox

Camiage trails

Picnic areas and restrooms every 10-12 miles

Camp Ravenknob, Boy Scout Camp, Eque strian (Alt MSTroute
forhikers and horses from Stone Mtn. horse parking to NC WRC
Hunt Camp just outside Daughton Park. This would tie in 6.5 Fire
Rd (open to riding) with rest of horse trails and create 30+ miles
ofbackpack loop forhikers

Suspension bridge underI-77

Campgrounds: Many separate forhorses and people

Hostel

Single track mountain biking

10. Bike Routes - Yadkin Co.

11. Bailhead parking

12. ConnectBoonville
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USER G RO UPS, DESIGN STANDARDS, AND TRAILCHARACTER

KIN’]HISCHAP'IER: \

1. Overview

2. UserGroups

2. Trail ypesand Standards
3. Pemmitting

K4. TailCharacter j

Overview

Because ofitsunique geography and mountains
thatframe a hostoftnbutares, two utban
envinnments, and the wide and time le ss Yadkin
River, the Stone Mountain to Pilot Mo untain State
Park Sub Section study area providesforanamayof

usergroupsand experiences.

The purpose ofthischapteristo outline the
prefermred trailconstruction and design standards for
accommodating varoususergroup combinations.
Aseach section throughout the study area
isexamined in the subsequentchapter, a
comesponding design standard wilbe applied. Also,
this chapter provides specific design guidelines for
trail support facilitie s, inc luding info rma tio n kio sks
and wayfinding signage.

Direct trail c onnec tivity to Elkin and Jo ne sville
providesan opportunity to capture economic
mpact. Traildesign must therefore accommodate
asmany users aspossible forthe longest extent
possible, making Ekin and Jonesville the hub fortrai

users. However, traildevelopment must work in
concert with otherinve stments, such as downtown
re vitaliza tion, land use planning, and infra struc ture

and community development.

Creating a broad trailuserbase to glean economic
impact isa clearrecommendation within the
Yadkin Valley Economic Study. Also, thisnotion is
supported within the planning goals* outlined within
this plan, including:

» Consider and define what user group(s) this
trail might serve, provide for as many users
groups as possible, and define the optimal trail
corridor width; and

* Create a trail system that maximizes regional
economic impact.

*Alstofallplanning goalsare found on page 3.

FXOMEM 4: USER G RO UPS, DESIGN STANDARDS, AND TRAILCHARACTER

A TRAIL BUIIDING
RESO URCE

TRAIL SO LUTIO NS: IMBA’S G UIDE TO
BUIIDING SWEETSINGIETRACK

The Inte mational Mountain Biking Association’s
(IMBA) Trail Solutions is a valuable resource
fortrailbuillding of alltypes. Topicsrange from
conceptual planning and organization to
mamtenance, and also include construc tion

standards (see below).

Construc tion standard forinslope d tums.




User Groups

The trail user groups detailed below are classified into overarching categories,
which include a list of potentialtraillusergroups. Each ofthese overarc hing
categories correspond to specific frail types, which are discussed in greater
detailon the following pages.

Specialattention should be given to any areasat which there is a transition
between usergroups. The same specialattention should be given to areas

atwhich usergroupsencountermads, raihoads, and riversby ncorporating
safety concemsofallusersand partnerapprovaloftrailconditions.

W Pedestrian*

Hikers: Utilize trails forrecreationalpurposesusually fora day orless

Backpackers: Utilize trails forrecreationalpurposesand typically stay for
multiple daysata time

Walkers: Utilize both trails and paved suffacestypically forexercise or

daily commuting

Runners/joggers: Utilize both trailsand paved surffacesforlong-distance

cardiovascularexercise

% Bicyclists

Trail Riders: Off-road bic ye lists that utilize natural surffaces and trails

Road Ride rs: Bic yc lists that utilize madwaysand otherpaved surfaces

* Equestrians

Horseback riding: hvolvesrecreationalhorsebackrding typically on
naturalsurfacesormultiuse paths

J/ River

Canoing: Waternavigation involving a small, pointed, open-top boat
typically occupied by 1 to 3 individuals with oars

Kayaking: Waternavigation involving a smalland namow boatoperated
by typically 1 individualwith a double-bladed paddle

Rafting: Navigation through riverscharacterized by rapids via a medum-
sized inflatable vessel operated by multiple individuals with oars

Tubing: Water navigation involving an inflatable tube occupied by 1
individual without an oarorpaddle

Off Highway Vehicles (OHV)

OHV'’s or Off-Highway Vehicles, are specifically designed for off-road
use. Examplesof OHVsinclude all-terrain ve hicles (ATVs), o ff-highway

motorcycles, and snowmobiles.

During the public workshop, no favorable commentsregarding OHV usage
on the tralwere provided. n addition, no OHV groupswere in attendance
at the workshop. Use of trails that are not specifically constructed for OHV
use are subjectto emsion, rutting and tree damage due to the weight and
speed of OHVs. n addition, OHV usage ofnon-OHV trails pre sents a
clearsafety threatto othertrailusers, such asequestiansand pedestrians.
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Expected Traffic Volume

The Yadkin River Heritage Comidor Ec onomic
Impact Study, which provide s the only
empiicalresearch to projectthe volume of
trallusers in thisregion, anticipate s 83,000
new visitors to the region upon completion
ofa traillalong the Yadkin Comidor.

Do to the extensive length of the trail within
the study area, which will naturally dispe rse
trailusers, and the sustainable trail design
guidelines provided within this plan, this
planned trailsystem could provide for
considerably more volume. Forexample,
considerthat Stone Mountain State park
and Pilot Mountain State Park effectively
manage and provide foran estimated
181,075 and 227,993 hikers re spec tive ly.

The Yadkin River Heritage Corridor
Economic Impact Study anticipates
83,000 new visitors to the region
upon completion of a trail along
the Yadkin Corridor.

A

Tim Johnson, NCDPR’s We ste m Re gional Thails Spe cialist, tours newly constructed EV'IA trails in Elkin, NC.




Trail Types and Standards

This Section descnbes three (3) typesof
trails to meetthe needsofvarioususer
groups: A) Single -use Trail; B) Dual-use
Tai, and C) Multiuse Greenway.

(A) Single-use Trail

USER G RO UP: Hike 1s

MATERIAL Naturalmmeralsoil surface
PREFERRED WIDTH: 2’ to 4’ (Min. 2’)
PREFERRED EASEMENTWIDTH: 50’ — 100’
depending on temain, landowner
willing ne ss and proximity to highways,
rivers, raihoad bed, etc.

*Re fere nce Tail So lutions: IMBA’S Guide

to Buiding Sweet Sngletrack (p.137) for
Bench Cut Tail Construction

Trail Tpe “A” Construction Standard

(A) Bench Cut - Outsloped

COMPACTED
SUBGRADE

CORRIDOR

36-48"

2-5% CROSS-SLOPE

6-8 TRAIL 2 15‘?!’,%

NATIVE
VEGETATION

NATIVE SOIL
RE-SEEDED WITH
APPROPRIATE MIX

COMPACTED
NATURAL MINERAL SOIL

Trail pe “A” Conceptual Design

ﬂA) Bench Cut - Crowned
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(B) Dual-use Trail

USER G RO UP: Eq ue strian & hike rs

MATERIAL Naturalsurface of crushed
gravel fines

PREFERRED WIDTH: 8 fortwo-way
equestran travel (Min. 5°)

PREFERRED 10 NG ITUDINA L SIO PE:
Vared, butnotexceeding 8% inorder
to minimize soilerosion. Trailto follow
topography.

PREFERRED EASEMENTWIDIH: 50’ — 100’
depending on termain, landowner
willing ne ss and proximity to roads,
creeks, etc.

(C) Multi-use Greenway

USER G RO UP: Hike rs, b ic yc Lists,
wheelchairusers, n-line skaters, strollers

MATERIAL Bituminous pavement
PREFERRED WIDTH: 10’ to 12’ (Min. 10’)
PREFERRED EASEMENTWIDTH: 50’ — 100’
depending on temrain, landowner

willing ne ss and proximity to highways,
rivers, raihoad bed, etc.

Trail Type “C” Construc tion Standard
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SUBGRADE 2" CRUSHER

Traill Trpe “B” Construc tion Standard
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(D) Multi-use Greenway with
Parallel Equestrian Trail

USER GROUP: Alluser Group s

MATERIAL Paralleltreads—one with
crusher fines and the other bituminous
pavement

PREFERRED WIDTH: 8 fornaturalsurface
(crusher fines) trial and 10’ to 12’ for
paved trail

PREFERRED EASEMENTWIDTH: 75’ — 100’
depending on terain, landowner
willing ne ss and proximity to highways,
nvers, raitoad bed, etc.

NOTE: The Multi-use Greenway with
Parallel Equestrian Tailisa preferred
standard. n areas with topographic
chalengesthe paralleltrails may
need to diverge from one anotherfor
a particulardistance. In the case of
“pinch point” scenarios, the two trails
mayneed to consolidate into one trail
fora particulardistance.

Trail Bpe “D” Conceptual Design
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Crossings

Specialconsideration wilneed to be provided in areas where the traillintersectsand crossesrmadsand raillines.

Road Crossings
Signage willnotify both traillusers and vehiclesofa

pending crossing. Anaccessgate orbollardsshould be
located approximately 20’ from the road intersection,
preventing vehicular traffic, but also providing access for
maintenance and emergency service vehicles. n utban
areasadditionaldesign elementscan be incomporated,
such asa raised speed table, textured paving, and the
narrowing of the street to encourage traffic calming.

£

-
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4: USER GRO UPS, DESIGN STANDARDS, AND TRAILCHARACTER

Railroad Crossings

Signage will no tify trailusers ofthe pending
ralload crossing. An accessgate orbollards
should be located approximately 20’ from the
railroad intersection, preventing vehicular traffic,
but also providing access formamtenance and
emergency service vehicles. Fencing should be
placed along the trailasit progresses towards the
mntersection, creating a gateway and signaling to
trail users the unique envimnment ahead.

Signilization is required for 45° crossings.

Source: hitps:/ lwww.fhwa.dot.gov e nvironme nt/re c re ational_trails/
publications/mwt/page22.cfm




Equestrian Trails Require Special Design Considerations

Buiding trailsto accommodate equestrian riders
requires knowledge ofthe needsand behaviorsof
horsesand othertraillanimals (referred to as “stock”).
Planning formanure managementattraiheadsor
providing accessto water, forinstance, are important
considerations. In termsofbehavioralmatters, horses
and mulesare most comfortable in the track that
otherstockhave trod. They favorthe outeredge ofa
tread, especially if thisground islessdensely packed.

In addition, stocktend to stay a comfortable distance
away from othertrailusersand from wallsorfences

they cannot see thronugh orover.

T accommodate thisbehavior, trails are
recommended to be wider(5-8’) and routed away
from disturbing activity. In addition to the tread
width, a “shy distance” -added clearwidth on the
edge ofthe trail—isimportant to design for. Any
fence orshrub bamershould be open orlowerthan

54” forstock to see overorthrough.

Materalofthe traillisan important consideration for
long term use and comfort. Crushed rock (preferably
less than 1/2" in size) with fines, or crusher fines is a slip
resistant, durable and dust free matenal whic h also

providesgood horse comfort and owermaintenance
than woodchips.

ILastly, considering a horse with a ridercan weigh up
to 1400Ibs, the impact to trails can be significant. If not
designed to accommodate water flow, horse trails
can develop significant erosion. With this in mind, the
longitudinalslope ofa trallaccommodating horse
riders would preferably be no more than 8% (10%
maximum). The slope ofthe trailshould be less than
1/2 of the grade ofthe side slope. Thismay require a
longertrailto traverse hilly te main.

Source: hitp: [ flwww.fhwa.dot.gov /e nviro nme nt fre c re ational_trails /pub lic ations/fs_public ations /07232816 [toc .c fm

Pe mitting
Roadway Right-of-Way

Any construc tion ofthe trailin the Right-of-Way

of Department of ransportation willrequire an
encroachment pemit. Thisisobtained from the
division engineering office. The study area is served
by Division 11. Furthermore, alldesign standards wil
require approvalfrom NCDOT & isimportantto note
thatthe US Federal Hghway Administra tion (FHWA)
hasindicated a change in policy toward more
flexible design standards for bicycle and pedestrian
infra struc ture. (See FHWA memo in Appendix).

Streams and Wetlands

Streamsare regulated underthe Clean WaterAct
(CWA) by both federaland state govemment
agencies. The USAmy CormpsofEngineers (USACE)
regulates the dredging and filing of Waters of the US
(including stream and wetlands) undersection 404 of
the CWA. The NC Department of Envimnment and
Natural Re sourc e s (DENR) Division of WaterResources
(DWR) regulatesdischargesofpollutantsto Watersof
the State undersection 401 ofthe CWA.

Any mpactto streamsorwetlandsthroughout

the comdorwillre quire both section 404 and 401
pemits. One application form isused forboth
pemits and submitted to both agencies. Totalstream
impactsup to 300 inearfeetcanbe pemitted using
Nationwide Permits (NWP) and associated Water

MOUNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL




Pemitting Continued

Streams and Wetlands Continued

Quality Certifications. Impacts to stream exceeding
300 inearfeet would require an Individual Pe mit
(IP). NWP’'scan typically be obtained within 45 to

90 days following submission of an application. IP
applicationsare much more elaborate and can take

up to 1l yearforapproval

Fimpactsto stream exceed 150 lnearfeet, the
USACEwillre quire ¢ o mp e nsatory mitig ation, usually
ata 2:1ratio. However, some stre ams within the
comdorare considered High Quality Waters whic h
would require mitigation ata 3:1 ratio.

Fimpactsto wetland exceed .1 acres, the USACEwill
typically require compensatory mitigation ata 2:1
ratio (3:1 with high quality we tlands).

Buffe rs

A bufferisthe land area sumounding a stream. ¥
any section oftraillimpacts the bufferofa stream
that is classified as a “Trout Stream” additional
complance isrequired. A 25 -wide buffermust
remain undisturbed by development (inc luding
paved trails) on both sides of a classified trout stream.
Forencrmachmentinto trout buffersthatcannotbe
avoided and thatexceed 10% of the totalbuffer
length on the site or100 feet of bufferin any 1000 feet
ofbuffer(whic heverisless) will re quire a Tiout Buffer
Waiverfrom the NC DENR Iand Quality Se c tion.

4: USER GRO UPS, DESIGN STANDARDS, AND TRAILCHARACTER

Foodplains

Any trailsec tion thatisestablished in the regulatory
floodway will require a floodway study, or Flood Study
to demonstrate thatthe proposed work willnot re sult
inanyincrease ordecrease (beyond acceptable
limits) in elevation orextent of the mapped 100 year
flood. This “No Impact” certification is regulated
through FEMA but sought through the localcounty
government. Generally, any filling of soil in the
floodway will trigger this requirement. As a result,
some sectionsmay require raised boardwalk instead
of filling.



Trail Character

Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor Partnership Signage and Wayfinding Plan Panels

In 2012, the Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor Partnership produced a detailed wayfinding and
signage plan to help visually unify the region.

Through a recent grantawarded by the Federal Highway Ad ministra tion, Surry and Wike s
Counties will soon implement elements of the signage and wayfinding program.

This wayfinding plan provides a template for signage across the region including signage
associated with this section of the MST Al MSTrelated construc tion docume nts within this
region should incorporate signage specifications in accordance with this regionally adopted
wayfinding plan.

Wayfinding

yi"dk\'lglley

DEST.2 RIVER.1 MARK.1 MARK.2 INTERP.1 INTERP.2
Rural Destination ID Yadkin River Marker Trailhead Map Trailhead Marker Rural Interpretive Downtown Interpretive

Double-Post Single-Post
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TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

("IN IS C A PTER 7\ Overview
. . Five (5) site suitability factors were considered to
1. Methodology Thischapterserves asthe heart of the MST- Sub Section Plan - Stone Al e e e
2. Trail Sec tion Analysis and Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master Plan, providing specific v
Objectives objectivesfortrailalignment and development throughout the study
3. Trail Feasibility Summary area.'The chapterbegins with an overview ofthe methodology for
K j determining the trailroute and feasibility forc onstruc tion. Sub se quently,
the chapter is organized into five (5) parts, each representing a Public Workshop:
geographic Section of the master plan study areq, including: 1) Stone Ideas, nsights, and

Mountain State Park; 2)Wells Knob; 3) Trail Towns; 4) Yadkin River; and 5) Bamiers
Pilot Mountain State Park.

Asset Conne c tivity

Parc el De nsity

Envionmental

-. :.a) .
H B Assets: Floodplain
SHS

o] — e Y"déél Environmental

268

- = Constraints: Steep
— : Slopes, Railroads,
: s L T Brownfields

)
ok
o :
)
g

A\.

Wilke s Coun

B — i —

Yadkin Coun

For planning purposes, the study area was divided into five major planning sections.

PXZE 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES



Methodology

The trail route was determined based on five major site suitability factors: public workshop comments; asset
connec tivity; relative parceldensity; envimnmentalassets; and envimnmentalconstraints. These factors,
including segment managercapacity, are criticalmeasures forevaluating the likelhood and feasibility fortrail
implementation. For each planning study section, these “feasibility factors” are evaluated to determine overall
likelihood of success and are highlighted in the "Quick Facts” that begin each section description. The “feasibility
factors” are explained in more detailbelow.

B High Asset Connectivity. This fac torme asure s the extent to which a potentialtrailoute connectsto any
existing park, existing riveraccess point, existing trail, existing orpotentialtrailhead, orothernatural/c ultural asse ts.
To receive this designation, the trail section must contain two (2) or more assets for connectivity.

Il Relative Parcel Density. This ratio evaluates the numberofparcelsthatthe trailwilneed to crossin a particular
planning section relative to the numberofparcelsthat wilneed to be crossed in the entire study area. Since trail
routesimpacting fewerproperty ownersare more feasible, thisratio servesasan important toolfordete mining
the lkelhood ofsuccess. Aratio ornumberlessthan 1 meansthatthere are more landownersin a particular
section relative to the traillasa whole. A ratio ornumbergreaterthan 1 meansthere are fewerlandownersin a
particularsection relative to the trailasa whole, which resultsin a “high relative parceldensity” designation for
those planning sec tions.

Example:

If thirty-four (34) parcels provide for (5) five miles of trail in a sub-section, the ratio is 0.14 (5/34). This rafio is
then divided by the ratio of the overall trail (0.18), resulting in a relative parcel density of 0.78 (0.14/0.18).
Because the relative parcel density of 0.78 is less than one (1), this means that there are more landowners in
thisparticularsection relative to the traillasa whole.

I Favorable Environment. This factor considers the presence of floodplain areas or absence of steep slopes,

railroad, or brownfield along a proposed trail route. The proposed trail type was considered when evaluating this
factor

] Segment Manager Commitment. This factor considers whether or not an idenfified segment manager has
taken responsibility fora section of trail

Quick Facts Example Template

Each planning sector begins with “quick facts”
to highlight the major characteristics of the
preferred trail route.

v

\
wmomurner X o &

TRAILTYPE: XX

SEGMENTMANAGER(S)! DCG (S)*: XX
TOTALIENGTH: XX mile s
REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: XX

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:
[ ] HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY
[ ] HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

[ ] FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

[] SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS IEG END:
[l SRONG [ NEUTRAL [ ] WEAK

*DCG - Delegated Community Group - Where a Segment
Managerdelegatesresponsibility to a ¢community group
through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). An
example MOUislocated in the appendix. DCG’s referre d

to in Quick Facts should be considered proposed, with
\ the exception of a Wilkes County - EVTA MOU.

MOUNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL




Preliminary analysis
maps, such as the The
Yadkin River Section
Analysis Map, served as a
tool for collecting public
workshop comments.
These maps highlighted
assets, parcel density,
and environmental assets
and constraints.

To determine the
prefered trail route, the
analysis maps along with
public comments were
analyzed in the field.

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

Organization;

Fach planning section description be gins with the
“Quick Facts”, includes a detailed map with a written
analysis. Targeted frail users are identified for each
sector, which, asnoted in the previouschapter, has
significant implications for trail easement acquisition
and trail c onstruc tion. Otherdisc ussion pointsinclude
key opportunitie s forconnec tivity, bamiers, and
generalfeasibility.

Definition of Terms:

Planning Section. A planning section is a distinct
planning area within the laigerplan. The Stone to
Pilot Trail Master Plan has five (5) planning se c tio ns.

Planning Sub-section. Because ofthe large area
covered within the Wells Knob and Yadkin River
planning sections, these sections were further
reduced to planning sub-sec tions.



® 6 6 06 0 0 0o o o
THE PROJECTSIUDY ARFA STARIS AT

DEVILS GARDEN OVERIOOK
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Section 1; Stone Mountain State Park

D ~

N (Devils Garden to Stone Min.Rd.)

USER GRO UP TARG EE W * (Stone Min. Rd. fo Traphil Rd. )
TRAILTYPES: A & B (Transition @ Stone Min. Rd.)

SEGMENTMANAGERS DCG*: NCDPR; Wilkes
Co.; EVIA

TOTALIENGTH: 10.7 Mile s

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:
B HGHASSET CONNECTIVITY

B FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

*DCG- Delegated Community Group

PEOEM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES

General Description

The Stone Mountain State Park Planning Sectorbegins
in the jurisdic tion ofthe National Park Service’s Blue
Ridge Parkway. Devils Garden Overlook, located at
milepost 235.7 on the Blue Ridge Parkway, serves as
the gateway ofthe MSTto Stone Mo untain State Paik,
whichismanaged by the North Camwlna Division

of Parks and Recreation. This gateway provides an
opportunity to create a distinctive westem entrance
and exit forthe Stone Mountain to Pilot Mo untain
State part section ofthe MST

The MST entfrance at Devils Garden Overlook
provides an opportunity to create a distinctive
gateway to the Stone to Pilot trail section.

Stone Mountain State Paxrk Superintendent Janet Pearson points to Stone Mountain from Devils Garden Ovedook.



Dovin Garden '

The MSTe xte nd s south through the
heart ofthe state park, passing

a primitive campground before
accessing the Stone Mountain Road
parking area. Thissection of trailis
approximately 6.5 miles in length.
From here, frail users must currently
walkeast along the Stone Mountain
Road for 1.1 miles before reaching

the Lower Trailhead Parking areaq, sl : "_g ; T ; }w

which providesaccessto a hostof

one MoUuptain

State Park trails. f \ t ) oy e ay

The recommended MSTr ute utilize s
the westem portion ofthe Stone
Mountain Loop and the Lower
Falls Trail. From here, a new section
oftraillwilneed to be created
linking the Lower Falls Trail (along
with the existing Bridle Tailto the
west) to John P. Frank Parkway. At
the intersection of Lower Falls Trail
and the Bridle Tail, the trailtype
tra nsitio ns fro m hiking -only to hiking
and equestran.

~ Fxisting/ Und e r Construc tion Tail - Potential Trail Comidor(1/2 mi) D Hoodway
' Creek Crossing '\.‘ Prefemed Tail Route - Assets 100 Contourhterval | 3524

e Road Crossing 2N State Park Trails Federalland

LB _ |
R, 4L Pl Lk | |
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A formal trailhead willneed

to be created atthe new trail
intersection at John P. Frank
Parkway. This inform a tion kio sk will
welcome new paik visitors and
inform those exiting thatthey are
no longerwithin the State Paudk.

PECEIN 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES

STONE MTN
LCOP TRAIL

.

The Stone Mountain Loop P e oy S

Ry T L
_-_.-_ll-'\l Ei o

= ERER W

trail is accessed from the
Lower Trailhead Parking
Area.




Stone Mountain State Park

Objectives:

1. Provide for hiking-only use from the Blue Ridge
Parkway to the intersection of the Lower Falls Trail,
Bridle Tail, and proposed southem trailcomdor.

2. Engage in a conversation with the National
Park Service about mproving signage related to
the MSTat Devil Garden Overook.

3. Improve the parking area at Stone Mountain
Road.

4. Conduct a detailed frail analysis to identify
potential trail ro ute s forre mo ving hike 1s from
Stone Mountain Road.

5. Construct a hiking and equestrian frail
connecting the Bridle Trail to John P. Frank
Parkway.

6. Construct a trailhead gateway at John P. Frank
Parkway notifying users that they are entering/
exiting Stone Mountain State Park.

Signage and parking should be improved at the Stone Mountain Road trailhead. \ j

MOUNTAINS-TO-SFA STATE TRAIL XD



Section 2: Wells Knob

W *‘ (Traphil Rd. to Carter Falls)

USER GRO UP TARGEE ﬁ ﬁ) (Carter Falls to Ekin Park)

TRAILTYPES: B & C (Transition @ Carter Falls)

SEGMENTMANAGERS DCG*: Wilkes Co.; Surry Co.;
Ekin; EVTA

TOTALIENGTH: 16.8 Mile s

REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: 0.71

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:

HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

*DCG- Delegated Community Group

EXIMEM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES

General Description

The Wells Knob Sector extends approximately

16.8 miles from John P. Frank Parkway to the Elkin
Reservoir. This section is named after Wells Knob, a
notable peakand naturalresource asset situated

nearthe geographic centerofthe planning sec tion.

Section Profile
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Sub-Se c tion 2A

: ¢ Wells Enob
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O1ganization
Because ofits extensive length, thiscomdorisorganized
into three (3) planning sub-sections, including:

Sub-Se c tion 2a: John P. Frank Parkway to Roaring Gap Road
Sub-Se ¢ tion 2b: Roaring Gap Road to Murray Road
Sub-Section 2c: Murray Road to Elkin Reservoir
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EVTA HAS MADE SIGNIFICANTPRO GRESS
IN BUIIDING TRAILON WEIIS KNOB,

THIS PIANNING SECTION’S MO ST
NOTABIE NATURALFEATURE
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Sub-Section 2A: John P Frank Parkway to Roanng Gap

/-M \ General Description
EVTA continuesto make considerable progress

securing easements and construc ting trail througho ut
USER G RO UP TARG EE this approximately 6.3 mile section.
TRAILTYPE: B Approximately 2.0 miles of frail are complete from

John P Frank Parkway to Traphill Road. From the
proposed frailhead gateway, which signifies the
TOTALIENGTH: 6.3 Mile s entrance and exit to Stone Mountain State Park, the
trail utilizes Mosswood Road before paralleling John
P Frank Parkway, connecting the Stone Mountain
FEA SIBILTIY FA CTO RS: Country Store, and meandering southeast to Traphil
Road and the future Claude Billings Trailhead.

SEGMENTMANAGERS DCG*: Wilkes Co.; EVTA

REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: 0.69

Il HGHASSET CONNECTIVITY
From Traphill Road, a significant section of trail needs The trail will utilize Mosswood Road for approximately 0.7
to be completed in orderto provide connec tivity to miles.

recently constructed trail in the Wells Knob area. The
“potentialtrailcomidor’ noted on the map extends
approximately 4.3 miles in length and highlights

a comdorwhere large landholdings exist along

[ ] HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

I FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

with minimalenvironmentalbamiers. However, this
route willstilneed to crossseveralrmads, including
Swaringen, Traphill Union, Willey Royal, and Roaring
Gap. There are also three (3) necessary stream

¢ 10 ssing s.

e

Y
e e e
Ll —— 3

K *DCG- Delegated Community Group j

EXZEM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

Stone Mountain Countiry Store will serve as an important
restocking destination along the trail.




Sub-Section 2A
Objectives:

1. Provide forhiking and
equestran use througho ut this
planning sector.

2. Install signage along John P
Frank Parkway signifying motorist
of a trail c o ssing .

3. Explore a connection to
the Samuel Johnson Historic
Graveyard.

4. Construct a formal tfrailhead
(#6) and kiosk on Traphill Road
celebrating the legacyof
Claude Billings who helped
create Stone Mountain State
Park.

f) Taihead " Pre ferre d Trail Route - Assets

‘ Creek Crossing ~ Existing/ Under Construc tion Trail Foodway
e Road Crossing - Potential Tail Comdor(1/2 mi) 20 Ft. Contour hterval

RO
%
)
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Sub-Section 2B: Roarng Gap Road to Munmay

/‘M \ General Description
This sub-section from Roaring Gap Road to Murray

Road extends approximately 5.1 miles in length.
USER. G RO UP TARG EE At the center of the sub-section is Wells Knob, a
significant geographic feature that serves as the

highest point — 1,800 feet — between the Brushy
Mountains and the Blue Ridge Escarpment.

TRAILTYPE: B
SEGMENTMANAGERS DCG*: Wikes Co.; EVTA

TOTALIENGTH: 5.1 Mile s Severaltrail se gments within this sub-sec tion are
now complete or under construction. In 2014, EVTA

REATIVE PARCELDENSIIY: 0.74 completed a 0.9 mile section of trail from Roaring

FEA SIBILITY FA CTO RS: Gap Road to Wells Knob Road. Also, the frail
conveniently uses a portion of Shoaley Branch Road,
. HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY a gravelmad, fortwo-milesto connect directly to EVTA volunteers clearing a section of trail
Murray Road. between Roaring Gap Road and Wells Knob Road.

[ ] HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

I FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Section Study Area

R ; 2 i
K *DCG- Delegated Community Group j A

A 0.9 mile section of trail was recently completed at Wells Knob.

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES




Sub-Se ction 2B
Objectives:

1. Provide forhiking and
equestran use througho ut this
planning sector.

2. Explore a trailconnectorto
rentalcabinslocated eastof
Wells Knob.

3. Work with NCDOT and County
plannersto designate a hiking
and equestrian path on Shoaley
Branch Road.

4. Explore alternative routes to
Shoaley Branch Road that would
provide fora purpose-built trail
away from vehicular traffic.

5. Create a designated vista
and viewing area at Wells Knob,
including educationalsignage
about the viewshed and history
ofthe area.

Prefemed Tail Route

Potential Trail Connec tions

Potential Trail Comidor(1/2 mi.)

Foodway

20 Ft. Contournterval |

s
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Sub-Section 2C: Mumay Road to Hkin City Park

The sub-section traillcomdorextends approximately

W * Munmay Rd. fo Carter Fals) 5.4 miles, following Elkin Creek, from Murray Road to
the Elkin Reservoir. From the north at Murray Road,
USER G RO UP TARG EL: W % (Carfer Flls to Ekin Park) _ .y
the prefermed primary route wilparallel Elkin Creek
TRAILTYPE: B & C (Transition @ Carter Falls) and connect to Carter Falls where it's recommended

that the hiking and equestrian shared-use trailend.

SEGMENTMANAG DBIE LGS o U (0 South of Carter Falls should fransition to a multi-use

 EVIA greenway in preparation forentering the Town of
TOTALIENGTH: 5.4 Mile s Elkin’ s munic ip al jurisd ic tio n.
REIATIVE PARC ELDENSIIY: 0.70 The area south of Carter Falls contains numerous
FEASIBITIY FACTORS: assetsand potentialroute options, each of which
would provide an enjoyable userexperence. The MST
I HGHASSET CONNECTIVITY should continue along FEkin Creek connecting the

Fkin Creek Vineyard and the existing multi-use trail

[ ] HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

Il FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

“DCG-Delegated Community Group EVTA’s work includes this Highway 268 trail EVTA members were out to capture the bridge
underpass. construction over Elkin Creek.

FXZEEM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES




north of Elkin City Park. However,
EVTA hasaleady constructed a
trailsection nearGrassy Creek
Vineyards, creating a connec tivity
point forfuture traildevelopment
along Grassy Creek. Also, there
isan opportunity to create a link
from Grassy Creek Vineyard to
Carter Falls creating a loop among
these two assetsand Ekin Creek
Vineyard.

There are two land holding s within

this sub-sec tion that provide

an opportunity forsingle-track

purpo se-built mountain biking

trail. The “Pond Loop™” at the Elkin

Reservoir could serve as a beginner

tfrail system, while the “Works Loop”

atthe Hkin Centercould provide a ' FroRgEediadee
more advanced biking experience. el o

Fxisting/ Under Construc tion Tra il &

Prefemre d Tail Route

Po tential Trail Connec tions

Proposed Mountain Biking Tails

Potential Tail Comidor(1/2 mi.)
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General Description Continued

Five (5) trailheads should be explored within this area,
including Carter Falls, Elkin Creek Vineyards, Grassy
Creek Vineyards, Elkin Public Works property, and the
Sunry Center.

Ekin Creekisnavigable south of Elkin Creek Vineyard.
Efforts should be made to formalize thispaddle trail
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Grassy Creek Vineyard has an existing 1.1 mile trail.

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

Elkin Creek Vineyards is located at the confluence of
Grassy Creek and Elkin River.
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Sub-Section 2C

Objectives:

1. Thisarea is prime forinc orporating thematic
trailhe ads, informa tion kio sks, and othertrail
sup po 1t fac ilitie s.

2. Create trailheads at the five (5) locations noted;
the Carter Falls access must accommodate
eque strian users.

3. Create a public river access area near Elkin
Creek Vineyards to formalize the Ekin Creek
Paddle Tail

4. As the trail is fully developed, monitor trail use
and itseffecton patronage to the two vineyards.

5. Obtain expert advice for single-track mountain
biking traildevelo pment.

6. Ensure that the two mountain biking areas are
planned in concert, providing “progression” from
one park to the other; the Pond Loop should be
beginner friendly, while the Works Loop should
provide more advanced options.

7. Consider providing naming rights for the “Pond
Loop” and the “Works Loop™ to raise money for
the EVTA efforts.

\ j




EVTA’s Dr. Bill Blackley plays his harmonica at Carter Falls, a significant asset along this section of the MST.
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Section 3: Trail Towns
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TRAILTYPE: C

TOTALIENGTH: 3.8 Mile s

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:
B HGHASSET CONNECTIVITY

B FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

SEG MENTMANAGERS/ DCG *: Elkin; Jonesville; EVTA]

K *DCG- Delegated Community Group j

XM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES

General Description

The Trail Towns section extends approximately 3.8
mile s from Elkin Municipal Park to “Interstate Paik,”
which is a working name for a 11.3 acre tract owned
by the Town of Elkin and located just east of I-77.

Tail c ure ntly e xists in this se ¢ tion from Elkin Municipal
Park to the operational railroad near the Yadkin River.
From this location, the preferred trail route would
bridge Elkin Creek and link (spur) to the proposed
Hertage and Trail Center. The Centerwould marka
significant tfransition for trail users, as they move from a
predominantly rural se tting into an urtban core shared
by two towns.

The communities of Elkin and Jonesville are linked
together by a shared history and the Yadkin River.
Fachtown hasbeen actively mvolved in planning
effortsto convert theirrespective riverfront areas

into recreationalspacesthat willcompliment the
riversnaturalassets. The mamage oftrails and towns
is further strengthened here by the presence of the
Yadkin River State Paddle Trail, which offers a series of
formalriveraccessareasdownstream.

The MST's ro ute within these two to wns must build
upon a shared history and mutualhard work.
Jonesville has developed open space, trails, and
playground areasat its rive rfront park, while Elkin
hasworked to use trailsto connectits downtown
retaillcenterto its park and riverfront areas. Trai
connec tivity is critical among these two towns.

The construction of a trail along both sides of
the Yadkin River would result in the creation
of a unique loop for trail users; such a loop is
preferable and has broad public support.

The bridge at Highway 21 currently has five lanes,
butcould be redesigned to accommodate non-
vehicular traffic, including the MST. This option
isparticulady compelling because the Town of
Jonesville has secured a series of easements within
their jurisdiction and south along the Yadkin River.
Furthermore, there are multiple brownfield sites near
Chatham Parkin Ekin thatcould presentchallenges
to trailldevelopment on the Ekin/Suny side of the
river. Nevertheless, the construction of a traillalong
both sides of the Yadkin River would result in the
creationofa unique loop fortraillusers; such a loop is
preferable and hasbmwad public support.

Because ofthe unique urban setting of this planning
section, specialdesign consideration isprovided in
subsequent pagesforthe following:

-TalThwnsBridge Gateway

-Hertage and Trall Center

- Jonesville Visitor Center

- Hghway 21 Pedestrian Bridge

- Jonesville Riverside Park

- Jonesville Easements and Ekkin Inferstate Park

Connector



Railvad Crossing

e Road Crossing

‘ PhysicalObstacle

Existing/ UnderConstruc tion Tail

Secured Tail Route

Prefernred Trail Route

Potential Trail Connec tions

Assets

Foodplain
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Tail Towns Bidge Gateway

The bridge crossing overEkin Creek willserve as

a gateway into the Trail o wns Sec tion and future
Hertage and Tai Center. A trestle style bridge in this
location would celebrate the region’s identity and
sense of place. T the extent possible, such unique
trail fe ature s should be incormporated throughout the
traill when o ppo rtunitie s e xist.
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PROPOSED
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5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

Hertage and Trail Center

A majorasset within this se c tion is the future Hertage
and TailCenterwhich willserve asa trailjunc tion for
the Mo untains-to-Sea State Tail, Overmountain Vic tory
National Historic Trail, Yadkin River Heritage Corridor, E
and A Rail Trail, Yadkin River Paddle Trail, Elkin History
Walk, and the Elkin Literary Walk.

photo by otheis

The rendering above was produced during the
Smith-Phillips Design Workshop.

Jonesville Visitor Center

The existing Jonesville Visitor Center will serve as an
mportant MSTtraihead and wilprovide easy access
fortraiusers.

The Jonesville Visitor Center will serve as a major
trailhead for the MST.



Highway 21 Pedestrian Bridge

By repurposing the existng Highway 21 bridge, non-
vehicular traffic can be accommodated and the PROPOSED
MSTcan serve asa profound connection between

the two towns. Thisproposalnotonly addressesthe
practical challenge of crossing the Yadkin River, but
also actsasa bold symbol-one that unite s Elkin and
Jonesville as destination-quality frail towns.

MOUNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL



Jonesville Riverside Park Conceptual Plan

The Town of Jonesville currently possesses nearly two PROPOSED
(2) miles of trail easements along the Yadkin River. Yadkin River

The westem terminus ofthese easementsisanchored
by a town-owned 10.5 acre tract, which provides a
unique opportunity fora riverside parkand a major
MSTtraihead.

Jonesville Riverside Park

Jonesville owns an undeveloped 10.5 acre tract
adjacent to the Yadkin River.

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES




Jonesville Fasements and Hkin Interstate Park
Connector

The Town of Jonesville's easements extend just
beyond Interstate 77. However, pending steep slopes
on the south side of the Yadkin River will require
bridging the Yadkin River near the I-77 bridge to
connectto a 11.3 acre tract (Interstate Park) owned
by the To wn o f Ekin.

A suspension bridge utilizing the I-77 bridge
foundation, such asthe one constructed in
Richmond, Va, could provide a unique solution for
bridging the Yadkin River.

Interstate Park will serve as a major trailhead and
community park.

SUSPENDED BRIDGE CASE STUDY: PEDESTRIAN
BRIDGEATJAMES RIVER VISITO R CENTER
BIG ISIAND, VA

The Pedestrian Bridge at the James River Visitor Center
in Big Island, VA is supported by a Blue Ridge Parkway
motorbridge foundation. A similaridea wasproposed
atthe public workshop. Although an engine ering
study isneeded to determine the feasibility of such a
bridge, thisconceptcould provide the vitalconnector
forthe trailtownsloop.

-

Tail Towns

Objectives:

1. Design and construct trails to the multi-use
greenway standard to ensure accessto a
broad range ofusers, creating the greatest
economic impactpossble.

2. Approach NCDOTabout redesigning the
Highway 21 bridge so thattwo lanesare
converted for non-vehicular traffic use and
serve as a part of the official MST.

3. Work with NCDOT to explore the best
options for spanning the Yadkin River near I-77.

4. Incorporate the regionally adopted
wayfinding and signage plan (see chapter
4) into the existing and proposed Trail Towns
section’strails and parks.

5. Jonesville should develop a long-range plan
than helps to establish a defined town center
and main streetto betteraccommodate trail
users and other visito rs.

j
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Section 4; Yadkm River
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USER G RO UP TARG EE

TRAILTYPE: C & D

SEG MENTMANAG ERS/ DCG *: Surry Co.; Yadkin Co.;
Elkin; Jonesville, Boon-
ville; EVTA; Rockford
Preservation Society;
Sa ura to wn Trails Asso -
ciation

TOTALIENGTH: 25.7 Mile s

REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: 1.31

FEASIBILITY FACTORS:
[l HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY
[ HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

[ FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT
[ SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Section Study Area Seams
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5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

General Description

The Yadkin River Section extends approximately
25.7miles from I-77 to Shoals River Access. This section
is named after the Yadkin River, a natural resource
assetthatservesasthe backbone ofthe planning

se ¢ tio n.
Section Profile
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Oganization

Because ofits extensive length, thiscomdoris
organized into six (6) planning sub-sections, including:

Sub-Se c tion 4A: Inferstate Park to Riverview Ln.

Sub-Sec tion 4B: Riverview Ln. to Surry County Property
Sub-Section 4C: Sunry County Property to Shores Access
Sub-Se ¢ tion 4D: Shores Access to Rockford

Sub-Sec tion 4E: Rockford to Siloam Rd.

Sub-Se c tion 4F Siloam Rd. fo Shoals River Access
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THE STATE REC O GNIZED YADKIN RIVER PADDIE
TRAILSERVES AS THE BACKBONETO THE
YADKIN RIVER PIANNING SECTION.
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Sub-Section 4A: Interstate Park to Riverview Lane
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TRAILTYPE: C
SEGMENTMANAGERS DCG*: Surty Co .; Ekin; EVTA
TOTALIENGTH: 1.0 Mile s
REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: 0.56
FEASIBIIITY FACTORS:
| HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY
[] HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

d FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

M SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Section Study Area
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5: TRAIL SECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

General Description

This sub-section extends approximately 1.0 mile from
Interstate Park to River View Lane and has two (2)

necessary stream crossings, including one overTurkey
Crek

The trail corridor narrows significantly near River View
Lane. However, its feasible to traverse this “pinch
point,” provided the raioad operatorapproves the
design and encrachment within its ight of way.

The “pinch points” exhibits on the subsequent
pagesprovide allemativesforcreating a safe and
envimnmentally fiendly bicycle and pedestran

environme nt.

The planning team observes the “pinch point” area
between the railroad and Yadkin River.

Interstate Park will serve as the transition from the Trail Towns loop to the Yadkin River section.



Sub-Se ction 4A
Objectives:

1. De sign forthe multi-use
greenway trailstandard.

2. Develop a detailed master
plan for Interstate Park (it needs
an official name t00).

3. Since Recreation Trails
Program grant funding isbeing
sought forthissection, begin
developing engineering plans

and construc tion documents.

Taihead
Proposed Badge
Railvad Crossing

Road Crossing

' -‘ Physical Obstacle

-
".‘ Pre ferre d Trail Ro ute

~ Secured Tail Route

)‘)‘l ¢+ PotentialTail Connec tions
Foodplain

20 Ft. Contournterval

Assets
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Pinch Points Exhibit

The trail“pinc h point” highlights a sec tion of trai with
challenging envimnmentalfactorsincluding the
ralload comdorand steep topography.

Detailed survey workisrequired in orderto determmine
the best design solution, but two conceptualdesign
solutions are presented: one with a retaining wall
and one with a raised boardwalk. Although the
boardwalk altemative ismore costly, t maybe

necessary due to the namow streambank.

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

RETAINING WALL ALTERNATIVE
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Pinch Points Exhibit
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Sub-Se ¢ tion 4B: Riverview Lane to Suny County Property
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TRAILTYPE: C

SEGMENTMANAGERS DCG*: Surry Co.; Yadkin
County; EVTA

TOTALIENGTH: 2.4 Mile s
REIATIVE PARC ELDENSIIY: 1.23

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:
B HiGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY
B HiGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

[ FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

[ SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Section Study Area _
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PXZE 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

General Description:

This trail sub-section from River View Lane to Surry
County property extends approximately 2.4 miles.
Formal trailheads are recommended for both the
east and west terminiofthe section. Beyond the Suny
County Property, it will be difficult to maintain the
prefermred multiuse traidesign while keeping the trail
on the northern side of the Yadkin River. Thus, a major
bridge (#17) is recommended within the sub-section,
placing the trail in Yadkin County jurisdiction.

There are three (3) trailhead options that serve as the
western terminus of sub-section 4b. The first potential
trailhead - 18a — would utilize the East Elkin Full Gospel
Church parking lot from the east. Trailhead option
18b would be located at the intersection of Gaston
Lane and Highway 268. The third potential trailhead -
18c — would be located near Willowbrook Lake , but
would also require a crossing over Highway 268

A trail could easily be constructed parallel to the
fence line extending from trailhead 18a toward the
railroad.

The preferred trailroute c ontinue s on the north side
of the Yadkin River passing a steep, but feasible
area and severalnew and existing culvertsbefore
reac hing the Sunry County Property. A formal
trailhead isrecommended on the Surry County
Property near Highway 268.

Surry County officials are building relationships with
railroad operators to ensure implementation within
this subsection.



Sub-Se c tion 4B
Objectives:

1. Design sub-section based on
the Multi-use Trai Standard.

2. dentify a potentialbridge
location crossing in thisarea
based on terain and landowner
willing ne ss.

3. From Surry County Property
(Trailhead #19), explore a
northem equestran trail

4. Since Recreation Trails
Program grant funding is
being sought forthis sec tion,
begin developing construc tion
documents and engineerng
plans.

Taihead
Proposed Bridge
Existing Culvert
Proposed Culvert
Raiwad Crossing
Road Crossing
&P PhysicalObstacle
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0\.‘ Pre fe e d Ta il Ro ute

Po tential Trail Connec tions
Foodplain
Assets

20 Ft. Contournterval
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Surry County Property Trailhead

Surry County currently owns an approximately 120 acre tract that
serves as the eastern terminus of this sub-section. While much
ofthisproperty wilbe sold, the county plansto retain a trail
easement and trailhead parking area forthe MST

Due to environmental barriers, including Highway 268 and the

Wayne Farms Plant, a bridge crossing is necessary over the Yadkin
River to provide for a multi-use trail.

~~ RAILROAD
~ 20" CONTOURS

A ; ;_?L;&TEURS
The construction of trailhead #19 should incorporate stream Sunry County Conceptual Trailhead ; . — e'
enhancements and stormwater best management practices. -’

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES
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Sub-Section 4C: Suny County Propexty to Shores RiverAccess
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TRAILTYPE: C
SEGMENTMANAGERS' DCG *: Surry Co.;Yadkin Co.
TOTALIENGTH: 6.2 Mile s
REIATIVE PARC EL DENSIIY: 1.85
FEA SIBIIITY FACTORS:
. HIGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

I HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

M FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

[ SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Section Study Are
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5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

General Description

This sub-se c tion from Sunry County property to the
Shores River Access extends approximately 6.2 miles.
The Carolina Winery, Mitchell River Paddle Access,
and the Shores River Access are all major community
assets found within this se ¢ tio n.

From the west, the preferred trail alignment
includes bridging the Yadkin River to the south and
connecting to the Yadkin County side of the river to
ensure the development ofa multi-use trail
Crossing to the south side of the Yadkin River is
required here because of the presence of Wayne
Farms, the railroad and Highway 268.

Trail construction is feasible underneath
Highway 601.

Considering the aggressive efforts of Sunry County
and EVTA to imple ment the trail se c tions from Suny
County Property we st to Elkin, this se ¢ tion from
Surry County property east to Shores River Access
represents a major priority focus area for Yadkin
County.

An altemative trailroute should be pursued further
on the northern side of the Yadkin River and beyond
the Sunry County Property, but willneed to be
constructed to the single-use hiking standard orthe
dual-use hiking and equestrian standard depending
onlandownerwilingness and environmentalfactors.

A

Tobacco remains a major crop in Yadkin County.



Sub-Section 4C
Objectives:

1. Thisarea should be recognized
asa priorty focusarea for
landowner outreach in Yadkin
County.

2. Explore a hiking trail from Sury
County Poperty to Carolina
Winery and the Mitchell River
Access.

3. From Surry County Property
(Trailhead #19), explore a
northem equestran trail

4. Explore a potential spur hiking/
equestran trail along Duke
Energy comidor.

3. Remain committed to a multi-
use trailldesign and a bridge
over the Yadkin River to the
south side of the Yadkin.

- a Physical Obstacle
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Sub-Section 4D: Shores RiverAccess to Rockford

D
— Y .

TRAILTYPE: D

TOTALIENGTH: 5.2 Mile s
REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: 1.35

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:
B HGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY
B HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

[ FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

[ SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

SEGMENTMANAGERS/ DCG *:Surry Co.;Yadkin Co.;
Boonville; Rockford
Preservation Society

~
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5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

General Description:

The Shores River Access to Rockford sub-section
extends approximately 5.1 miles in length. The sub-
section is bound to the east by U.S. 601 and to the
west by the Rockford Road bridge. The Shores River
Accessprovidesan opportunity fora major MST
trailhead and transitions from a multi-use trailto a
multi-use greenway with parallelequestran trail

This sub-sec tion includes a varety of assets, nc luding
Hutton Vineyards, Rockford Bed & Breakfast, Holly
Ridge Family Campground, and the Town of
Boonville.

Holly Ridge Family Campground could serve as an
important connection point between the MST Trail
and Boonville.

Possible trail spurs to Boonville include comidors
connecting the Holly Ridge Family Campground and
anotheralong Thnyard Creek

Due to an approximately 1/2 mile area of steep
slopes on the south side of the Yadkin River, an
alternate route paralleling Tanyard Creek Road
should be explored.

Shores River Access recently obtained a Recreational
Trails Program grant and will soon be receiving site
improvements.



Sub-Se c tion 4D
Objectives:

1. Recognize Boonville as an
official Stone to Pilot Trail Town
and prorty fortrail c onne c tivity.

2. . Explore the expansion of
the shoresnveraccessinto an
equestran trailhead .

3. Provided adjacent landowner
willing ne ss e xists surmo unding the
Shores River Access, this location
should serve asan anchorfor
connecting Boonville into the
trail system.

3. Explore a suspension bridge
utilizing the Highway 601 bridge
foundation supports (similar to
the I-77 bridge proposed at
Interstate Parkin the Trail b wns
section).

4. Explore potential trail
connectionsparallelto Tanyard
Creek Road in an effort to avoid
the steep slopessection.
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YADKIN RIVER

‘ Creek Crossing

e Road Crossing

JADKIN RIVER

Potential Tail Connec tion Foodway
Potential Trail Comdor(3/4 mi) 20 Ft. ContourInterval
Spur: (1/8 mi)

Assets RiverAccess
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Sub-Section 4E Rockford to Siloam Road
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TRAILTYPE: D

SEGMENTMANAGERS/ DCG *:Surry Co.;Yadkin

Co.; Rockford Preservation Society; Sauratown
Trails Asso ciation

TOTALIENGTH: 6.8 Mile s
REIATIVE PARC ELDENSITY: 1.42

FEA SIBILITY FACTORS:
B HGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY
B HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

[] FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

[ SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT
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XM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES

General Description

This section from Rockford to Siloam Road is
approximately 8.42 miles in length. Although this
sub-section has a relative parcel density of 1.77, there
are considerable envionmentalconstrants such as
numemussteep slopes, pinch points, and the rairoad
on the northern side of the Yadkin.

The potentialtrallcomdoron the south bank of the
Yadkin River has one (1) necessary stream crossing:
Bowman Mil Creek. The potentialtrailcomidoron the
north bank has two (2) necessary stream crossings:
West Double Creek and Candiff Creek.

The Historic Richmond Hill Law School is a key
feature at the Richmond Hill Nature Park.

Sub-section 4e includes a number of assets, including
Rockford Bed & Breakfast, the Rockford Preservation
Society, Yadkin River Adventures, Historic Richmond
Hill Nature Park, which includes the Historic Richmond
Hill Law School, and riverfront property off of Old
Limerock Quarry Drive owned by NCDOT.

Possible spur frails include Rockford Bed & Breakfast
to the Yadkin River and connecting the trail system
to Historic Richmond Hill Nature Park, possibly via the
Limerock property owned by NCDOT.

From Siloam Road Bridge, paddlers are seen enjoying
the Yadkin River.



Sub-Se c tion 4E
Objectives:

1. Recognize the Historic Village
of Rockford as an official Stone
to Pilot Trail Town and prionty for
trail ¢ o nne c tivity.

2. Considerdeparting from

the Yadkin River floodway to
link with Historic Richmond Hill
Nature Parkin an effort to avoid

envimnmentalb amie rs.

Potential Fail Connec tion

Potential Tail Comidor(3/4 mi) _ 20 R. Contournterval

Spur: (1/8 mi)
Assets * RiverAccess
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Sub-Section 4F Siloam Road to Pilot Mountain State Park
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TRAILTYPE: D

SEGMENTMANAGERS/ DCG*:Surry Co.;Yadkin Co.;
NCDPR; Sauratown
Trails Association,

TOTALIENGTH: 4.1 Mile s
REIATIVE PARC EL DENSITY: 0.90
FEASIBIIITY FACTORS:

B HiGH ASSET CONNECTIVITY

[] HIGH RELATIVE PARCEL DENSITY

[ FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

*DCG- Delegated Community Group

PXZEM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

General Description

This section from Siloam Road to Pilot Mountain State
Park extends approximately 4.2 miles in length. A
westem trailhead should be explored nearthe Siloam
Road Bridge. To the east, and connecting to Pilot
Mountain State Park, are four (4) possible frailheads
and connec tivity pomnts, nc luding Sho als Co mmunity
Recreation Center to the north (#25), Houser Road
Parking (#24), Shoals River Access (#22), and lvy Bluff
Parking Lot (#23).

Although trailusers would be required to cross the
Yadkin River to access Pilot Mountain State Park, the

preferred trail alignment is south along the Yadkin River

and will connect to Shoals River Access or Ivy Bluff
Parking Lot. This access will serve as a terminus for the

Shoals River Access presents a major trailhead
opportunity.

prefermmred multiuse trailstandard.

An alternative route on the north side of the Yadkin
River and along the Ararat River, connecting to Shoals
Community Centerand then Pilot Mo untain should
continue to be explored, but the preferred multi-use
trail standard will be difficult to maintain along this

comdor.

There was a strong interest in the Stone to Pilot
Workshop to connect Shoals Community Recreation
Center with Pilot Mountain State Park.



Sub-Se ¢ tion 4F
Objectives:

1. Construct a trailhead at
Siloam Road bridge to establish
a projectterminus and explore
landownersentime nts to the
east.

2. Begin detailed planning e fforts
from lvy Bluff Parking Lot toward
Siloam Road bridge.

3. Identify a hiking-only trail route
connecting Sho als Community
Recreation Center to the Pilot
Mo untain State Park Comidor
Tra il

Proposed Bradge

Road Crossing

Raimwad Crossing

Existing/ Under Construc tion Trail
Preferred Tail Route

Po tential Trail Conne c tions
Potential Trail Comidor(3/4 mi.)
Foodplam

20 Ft. Contournterval




Section 5: Pilot Mountain State Park

Three potential outesexist to connectinto the Pilot

USER GROUP TARGEEL ﬁ' (% ﬁ‘ Shoals River Access to vy Bluff

Mountain State Park Planning Sector: Shoals River

Ivy Bluff to Hauser Ra. Access/Ivy Bluff Parking Lot; north of the Yadkin River;
N *‘ - . and Shoals Community Recreation Center. The most
auser Rd. to Surry Line
favorable mute would connecton the southem side
ﬁ Suy Line to Highway 52 of the Yadkin River at the Shoals River Access/Ivy Bluff
/’/ @sh . Parking Lot. This route provides adequate conditions
oales River Access

forthe prefermred multiuse greenway with paralel

TRAILTYPES: D, B, & A (Transitions @ vy Bluff, i
equestrdan trailstandard.

Hauser Rd. Lot, and Surry Line Lot)

Pilot Mountain State Parkalready containsan
approximately 12.2 mile section of designated MSL
Within the park, the trail will consist of multi-use
greenway with parallelequestrian trailtype, hiking-
only orequestrian & hiking trails. Looking south, an island in the Yadkin River can be
FEA SIBILITY FA CTO RS: seen from Pilot Mountain State Park frails.

SEG MENTMANAGERS/ DCG*: NCDPR; Friends of
Sa ura to wn Mo un-
tains

TOTALIENGTH: 15.41 Mile s

I HGHASSET CONNECTIVITY

I FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT

B SEGMENT MANAGER COMMITMENT

Section Study Area

3

*DCG- Delegated Community Group j

5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND O BJECTIVES

Pilot Mountain is one of the most notable geographic features in North Carolina.




The multi-use trail standard will end at the lvy Bluff Parking lot (#23). From the lvy
Bluff Parking Lot, the current Pilot Mountain State Park trail system requires fording
the Yadkin River in order to contfinue north into the park. An optional series of three
bridges (#19) would allow hikers to safely cross the Yadkin River.

The trail is hiking-only from Ivy Bluff Parking Lot to Hauser Road Parking Lot where the
ComidorTail transitions to hiking and equestrian for6.6 milesbefore reaching Suny
Line Parking Lot (#26). Within the Corridor Trail, five road crossings (#20 - #24) exist
where appropriate wayfinding signage should be installed to signify motorists.

In the northem section ofthe park, refermed to asthe Mountain Section, the state

is c urre ntly wo rking to reroute the Mountain Traill whic h also serves as a hiking-only
section of the MST. A visitor center is proposed at Highway 52 and provides an
opportunity to create a distinctive entrance and exit fornot only Pilot Mo untain State
Park, but also the MST

Pilot Mountain State Park Objectives:

1. Identify a hiking-only tfrail route connecting Shoals Community Recreation
Centerto the Pilot Mountain State Park ComdorTail

2. Reroute the Mountain Trail to the south, providing for a more sustainable and
userfriendly trail se gment.

3. Incorporate signage into new and existing facilities at Pilot Mountain State Park
to communic ate the presence and location ofthe MSTto allusergmups.

4. Although beyond the study area of this plan, explore a trail connector from Pilot
Mountain State Parkto the Town of Pilot Mo untain.

5. Conduct a detailed bridge study for crossing the Yadkin River connecting
Yadkin County and Surry County.

6. Outside of Pilot Mountain State Park, work to incorporate the Yadkin Valley
Heritage Corridor signage and wayfinding designs for all existing trails, parking lots,

Qnd rad crossings.

MOUNTAINS

Taihead
Proposed Bridge
Railvad Crossing
Road Crossing
Physical Obstacle
PN Hxisting/ Under Construc tion Tail j .".
@8, P Priemd TaiRoute
Potential Hail Connections
Potential Trail Conmidor(3/4 mi)
Foodplain
50 Ft. Contournterval

RiverAccess

b
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Trail Profile Summary

The Trail Profile exhibit (see page right) provides a
comprehensive overview ofthe tralusergroupsand
tralltypes proposed throughout the study area.

Upon completion, the trailwillprovide for

approximately 70 miles of designated MST.

However, of this distance, only 16.9 miles
(23%) of the trail will be hiking-only.

23.5 miles (32%) of MST designated
trail will serve e questrian users in
addition to hikers. Approximately

9.5 miles of designated MST
equestran trail c une ntly e xists at Pilo t Mo untain
State Park. This plan calls for approximately 17 miles
(23%) of new equestrian and hiking MST designated
trail extending from the intersection ofthe Bridal
and Lower Falls Trails in Stone Mountain State Park
south to Carter Falls in Surry County. This plan does
recommend explorng an equestrdan trail north from
the traihead and parking area planned atthe Sumy

County Property as noted in Planning Sections 4B and

4C.

FXCEEM 5: TRAILSECTION ANALYSIS AND 0 BJECTIVES

17 miles (23%) of the frail will serve as
multi-use greenway designated MST
extending from the westat Carter

Falls, through Elkin and Jonesville,
and along the Yadkin River before connecting to
Shores River Access.

16 miles (22%) of the
% proposed traillwillbe
comprsed ofa multi-use

greenway with a parallel
equestran trail This segment extends from Shores
River Access to the Ivy Bluff Parking Lot in Pilot
Mo untain State Park.

A significant portion of the study area

includes the state designated Yadkin

River Paddle Trail. With the development

ofriveraccessareasbeginning at Ekin
Creek’s Carter Falls to the confluence of the Yadkin
River Paddle Trail, collectively this study area provides
for approximately 28.5 miles of navigable river.



Trail Profile (User Groups and Trail Types)
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SECTION MANAGEMENTAND IMPLEMENTATION
GV THIS C HA PTER: \

1. Segment Managersand Delegated

Segment Manager Resources:

Community Groups Areas o f Re sponsibility
2. Trail Se c tion Inple me nta tio n Prio ritie s
3.IocalGovemment Tail Support Spec trum

The North Carmlina Division of Parksand Recreation
(NCDPR) is working to identify a Segment Manager
forevery section ofthe Mountains-to-Sea State Tail
(MSD acrossthe state.

NCDPR Segment Manager Definition:

A governmental entity that agrees to be
the responsible agency willing to make
a particular section of the MST a reality,
including planning, land acquisition,
design and management of this section of
the trail.

While NCDPR spreference isforlocalgovemments
to serve as the official Segment Manager, they

do welcome the delegation of this autho ity

to private non-profit organizations such as Elkin
Valley Trails Association (EVTA). n such a case,

the organizationisreferred to asa Delegated
Community Group (DCG) by the Segment Manager.
Thisdelegation takesplace through a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the Segment
Managerand DCG. Anexample MOUcanbe

PRI 6: SECTION MANAGEMENTAND IMPIEMENTATION

QObjectives j

found in the appendix.

Having received official endorsements
from Wilkes County, Surry County, and the
Town of Elkin, EVTA has clearly become a
primary Delegated Community Group in

the Stone to Pilot study area.

Furthermore, each ofthese govemment entitie s
hasagreed to hold trailleasementsupon their
negotiation by EVTA and provide staff support to
furthertrailde velo pment e ffo its.

In addition to EVTA, this plan identifies the
Rockford Preservation Society and Sauratown Tails
Association aspotential DCGs.

The two additionallocalgovemmentsin the study
area —Tbwn of Jonesville and Yadkin County —have
also recognized the importance ofthe MSTthrough
policy, planning, and action. The Town of Jone sville
hassecured approximately 1.83 miles of easements
and fee-simple property along the southem portion
ofthe Yadkin River. Yadkin County’sadopted
Parksand Recreation Plan referencesthe need for
greenway development and the opportunity for
connec ting trails to Pilot Mo untain.

The successfulimplementation and long-te m
maintenance ofthe MSTfrom Stone Mo untain
State Park to Pilot Mo untain State Park will re q uire
extensive collaboration and coordination between
Segment Managers, NCDPR and FMST.

No1th Carina Division of Patks and Recreation (NCDPR)

The North Camlina Division of Parksand Recreation
hasa N.C. State Trais program that provide s
technicalassistance, offers grant o ppo rtunitie s and
works to develop successful partnerships with local
conservation and recreation advocates. Formore
info rmation, visit Attp://www.ncparks.gov/About trails_main.

The Fiendsofthe Mountams-to-Sea Tail

The Fiends ofthe Mountains-to-Sea Tail (FMS]) serve s
asa crticalresource and partnerforallSegment
Managersand DCGs. Thisorganization helps train
volunte ers in trail c o nstruc tion tec hnique s, provide s
chainsaw certification classes, assists with grant
writing to acquire toolsand supplies, and ¢ ontinualy
worksto advocate and educate the public about
the importance of this trail

However, the FMSTs most vitalrole could be their
wellorganized effortsto maintain trailsegmentsafter
they are implemented. FMSTserves asthe umbrella
to sixteen (16) task forcesthat now maintain 500
milesofexisting foot trail Nine (9) ofthese taskforces,
inc luding EVTA, are also buiding new trailin the

Mo untains and Piedmont. Others are maintaining

e xisting trail




Segment Managers and

Delegated Community Segment Managers Delegated Community Groups
Groups (DCGs) Areas of NPS NCDPR  Wilkes surry Yadkin Townof Townof [owncHl R
Responsibi]iw County County County Elkin Jonesville fBoohville
Section 1:
. Stone
There are eight (8) Mountain
Segment Managersand Section 2:
three (4) Delegated Wells Knob

. Sub-Section
Community Groups 2a

identified within the
Stone Mountain to Pilot
Mo untain State Park
study area that will take

Sub-Section
2b

Sub-Section
2c

Section 3:
Trail Towns

re sp o nsib ility forthe
specific sections of the
traillisted in Chapter6.
The Segment Managers/
DCGsand their
comesponding areasof

Section 4:
Yadkin River

Sub-Section
4a

Sub-Section
4b

Sub-Section
4c

Sub-Section
4d

Sub-Section
4e

Sub-Section
4f

Section
5: Pilot
Mountain
State Park

re sponsibility are listed in
the table to the right.

Study Sections and Sub-Sections

NPS - National Park Service RPS - Rockford Preservation Society
NCDPR - North Carlina Division of Parks and Recreation STA - Sauratown Trails Association
EVTA - Elkin Valley Trails Asso ciation FSM - Friends of Saurato wn Mo untains

MOUNTAINS-TO-SEA STATETRAIL



Implementation Prioritie s

The Priority Table (right) identifies Segment Managers
and Delegated Community Groups (DCGs) along
the Stone Mountain to Pilot Mo untain State Park
traillroute and indic ates trail sec tion c onstruc tion
priortie s, anging from Priority 1 to 2, with Prio rity 1
being the highe st.

The priorntization table establishesa division oflabor
in alignment with each ofthe ten (10) Segment
Managers’ and DCGs respective geographic focus
areas. Also, some organizationshave considerable
traldevelopment momentum within particularareas
where theire fforts must stay focused; thisnotion
providesa rationale forwhy a planning section
mightbe a Priority One forone organization, but
that same section mightbe Priority Two foranother.
The priority focusareasare discussed below foreach
Segment Managerand DCG.

NCDPRmanagesthe two state parkslocated within
the study area. Stone Mountain State Parkisnoted
as Priority One because of the significant MST trail
building momentum taking place by EVTA south of
the park Also, only a smallsection ofdesignated
MSTe xist within Stone Mountain State Park, while a
significant section of MST is designated throughout
Pilot Mountain State Park, which is idenfified as

a Priority Two focusarea. NCDPR sfocusforPilot
Mountain willbe to work with other Segment
Managersand DCGsto determine how best to

connectinto the parkswestside.

Wilke s County’s po litic al jurisdic tion only e xtends
within Section Two ofthe study area. Thiscounty has
provided authorty to EVTA to work with landowners
and to construct trail within its jurisd ic tion. Wilke s
County hasagreed to legally hold alltrailease ments
onbehalfof EVTA throughout Section Two. As
discussed later, Section Two is a Priority One focus
area for EVTA.

Surry County and its Recreation Department

are making significant strides with landowners

to establish the MSTalong the Yadkin River. Sub-
Sections4a and 4b representareasimmediately
eastofthe TailTbwns Section. Because ofthe
opportunity to link county areas into Elkin and
Jonesville, these sub-sectionsremain a major

prio rity. Furthermore, the Sunry County Recreation

Imple mentation Prionties for Segment Managers and Delegated Community Groups (DCGs)

NPS

Implementation Prioritie s
Priority 1
Section 1

Priority 2

NCDPR Sto ne

Mo untain State Park Pilot Mountain State Park

Wilkes County

Section 2

Surry County

Sub -Se ¢ tion 4a-4b

Sub -Se ¢ tions 4d -4f

Yadkin County

Sub-Sec tion 4c

Sub -Se ¢ tions 4d -4f

Town of Elkin

Segment Managers

Trai T wns

Town of Jonesville

Tail D wns

Town of Boonville

Sub -Se c tion 4d

Section 2 Trail T wns; Sub-Sec tion 4a-4c

Sub -Se c tion 4e Sub-Sec tion 4d

DCGs

Sub -Se ¢ tion 4f

NCDPR - North Carwlina Division of Parks and Recreation
EVTA - Ekin Valley Trails Asso ciation
RPS- Rockford Preservation Society

Pilot Mo untain State Park

STA - Sauratown Tails Association
DCG -Delegated Community Group
FSM - Frie nds o f Sauratown Mo untains



Imple mentation Priorities Continue d

Department hasreceived landownerendorse ments
along these sections, which if built, could spawn
furtherlandownerwilingne ss to the east in Sub-
Sections 4d and 4f, which are the Priority Two areas
for Sunry County.

The Yadkin County’s Sub-Section 4c¢ will b uild

upon Surry County’s Sub-Section 4b efforts to link
the trall we st into the municipalareas of Ekin and
Jonesville. Sub-Section 4c is the first area east of the
municipalareasin which the prefemed trail route
extendsinto Yadkin County. Furthermore, there are
no otherDCGsthathave agreed to focus within
this Sub-Se ¢ tion with the exception of EVIA, which
wilneed to focustheirefforts else where foryears to
come. Sub-Sections4d and 4fare noted as Yadkin
County’s Priority Two focus areas. The County should
work with DCG’s to construct trail that links rural
areas with Pilot Mountain State Park. Asnoted in
the table, 4d and 4fare Priority One focusareasfor
Boonville and STA, respectively.

The Tbwn of Elkin and Town ofJonesville wilneed
to maintain fo c us within the ir jurisd ic tio ns, whic h
mncludesthe whole ofthe Trail b wn Planning
Section. A complete MSTwithin the se municipal
areaswilbecome a hub fortrailac tivity and
economic development.

Twn of Boonville should work will Yadkin Co unty
leadership to develop trail within Sub-Section 4d and

along the south Yadkin Riverthat spurdire ¢ tly into
the municipaljurisdic tion of Boone ville.

EVTA’s focused e fforts throughout Sec tion Two

have resulted in variousnew sectionsoftrail,
multiple trailbridge installations, the proc urement
of significant private funds and grants, and a high
levelof trust among landowners througho ut the
region. Throughout the planning process, EVIA
leadership expressed theirdetermination to remain
prmarly focused on Section 2, while assisting when
opportunities presented themselve s througho ut the
largerstudy area (ie.a landownerwantsto provide
an easement). EVIA’s Priority Two focusareas
include Trail T wns and Sub-Sections4a, 4b, and
4c.'The organization’sexpressed long-term goalhas
been to primarily foc us from Stone Mountain State
Park, to Ekin, and then to the Mitc hell River, whic h is
located within Sub-Section 4c.

Rockford Preservation Society’ s (RPS) primary focusis

nottraildevelopment, but preserving and re storing
historic albuilding throughout theirhistoric village.

However, RPSis willing to establish a committee that

canworkalongside Surry County and otherDCGs
to develop new trail Sub-Section 4e isanchored by
Rockford and serves asthe RPSPriority One focus

area. Sub-Sec tion 4f, the RPS Priority Two focusarea,

would provide fora connection from the Village to
Pilo t Mo untain State Park.

Sauratown Trails Association (STA) hasexpressed a
willingne ss to assist wildeveloping a trail, inc luding
equestrian useraccess, west of Pilot Mountain State
Park. Although STA’s continue s to wotk primarily in
Sto ke s Co unty, the ir Prio rity One focus area within
this study area includes Sub-Sec tion 4f.

Friends of Sauratown Mo untains (FSM) has
developed an ongoing relationship with Pilot

Mo untain State Park and Hanging Rock State
Park(eastofstudy area) to assist with MSTtra il
development and maintenance. FSM sho uld
continue to work alongside officials at Pilot Mountain
State Park to c ontinue improving the MSTand
establishing an official connection into the Park’s
westside.

MO UNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAIL EXCSHE



Justifying the Need and Climbing the Tail Suppoxt Spe ¢ trum

Creating destination-quality trail systemscan with any other public project, financial and human
often require a significant commitment from local resource costs must align with public benefit. Each
govemment Section Managers, including staff jurisdic tion must evaluate theirstaffcapacity,

time and often localfunds. However, efforts must political will, and financial ability to invest in

be made to partnerwith localtrail o g anizations developing theirlocaltrail system.

and enthusiasts to assist with planning, fundraising,

and relationship development with landowners. As

K Financial

Assistance

Dedic ate IevelofIocal
Govemme nt Staff ime/
Human Re source Capac ity

Willing ne ss to Hold Ease me nt
orFee Simple Propeny
for Public Thail

Endorse ment o f Tail
Developme nt Pariner

Endorsementof
Trail lnitiative

A

The Tail Support Spe c trum illustrate s the incremenntalsteps localgove mments can take to support traildevelopme nt.

P 6: SECTION MANAGEMENTAND IMPIEMENTATION

The benefits of creating a trail system are far-
reaching, particulady if such a system can
mcorporate portionsofsuch an extensive statewide
e ffort like the Mo untains-to-Sea Trail Countie s and
towns throughout North Camwlina are inve sting in
trai systemsto attract and retain young families, to
provide healthy and safe placesforfamilesand the
eldedy to walkorrun, and to create connec tivity
and healthy transportation choicesthat link

neighborhoods, public spaces, and business c enters.
Collectively, trail and greenway
development is a crucial component for
economic development, maintaining
quality of life that is competitive with
other communities, and creating a built

environment that supports healthy living.

Colectively, tralland greenway developmentisa
crucialcomponentforeconomic development,
maintaining quality oflife thatis competitive with
othercommunities, and creating a built environme nt
that supports healthy living. Efforts to build the
MSTalong the Yadkin Rivercomidorhave been
well-supported in locally adopted plans, inc luding
those related to parksand recreation, land use,



transportation, and health. leaders must c ontinue
to educate localcitizenson how greenways and
trails help meet these identified public needs, while
working creatively with loc altrail o rg aniza tions

to help provide human resource capacity and
effectively communic ating to grant-making
organizations. While some loc aljursdic tions have
made significant investments in trail development
thusfar,alllocalgovemmentleaders must c ontinue
to climb the “Trail Support Spectrum,” which includes
five (5) incremental and progressive steps noted in
the graph (left).

Objectives

1 ¢ Segment Managers should work together to identify, educate, and assist trail champions along the MST
planned route from Stone Mountain State Park to Pilot Mountain State Park.

20 To increase their capacity, Segment Managers should develop an MOU (see example in appendix) with a
DCG and commit fo a minimum Level 3 on the Trail Support Spectrum.

30 Establish a Joint Segment Manager/DCG Taskforce dedicated solely to implementing this section of the MST.
The Joint Segment Manager Taskforce should begin with creating a landowner outreach plan and consider
promotional material, such as a video, that educates local landowners on the importance of the trail.

40 Each segment manager and DCG should continue to work with commercial businesses (wineries, bed and
breakfasts’, etc.) that have a vested interest in economic development associated with the completion of the
MST

MO UNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAILL IFETH
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Throughouteach stage ofthe plan’s developme nt, the planning team
e nsure d th#t‘_tl;e%ublzb’s knowledge would be included in this plan.
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(A-1) Key Stakeholdes

T wn o f Elkin
Town of Jonesville
Town of Boonville
Wilke s C o unty

Surry County
Yadkin County

North Carmlna Division of Parksand Recreation
Stone Mountain State Park
Pilo t Mountain State Park

Ekin Valley Trails Association

Yadkin River Heritage Corridor Partne rship
Friendsofthe Mountains-to-Sea-Tail

Ro c kford Historical Society

Sauratown Trails Asso ciation

Friendsof Sauratown Mo untains

Yadkin Valley RiverKeepers

Yadkin Valley Trail Riders

A: APPENDIX

(A-2) Potential Funding Sources

Active Living /
Built- Maximum Grant Matching Funds
Environment Amount Required
Implications

Land Acquisition:

Grant Agency

Fee Simple or

Easement- Must )
Clean Water Management Trust Fund Not specified,

rotect floodplain
(www.c wmtfnet) 2 P N/7A° but 20% is February Tst

competitive

areas: Greenway
trails and other

park areas are

allowed-
NC WaterResources River access areas .
January 7°° and
(www.ncwater.org) or greenways N/A 50%

June Tst
along rivers
Recreation Tiails Program All types of trails

(ncparks.gov/About/ grants/ main.php) $700,000 25% February T°*
and greenways

Parks and Recreation Trust Fund All types of

rks.gov/About/ grants/ main.php ks, trails, and February T**
(ncparks.gov out/ grants/ main ) parks, trails, a $500,000 50% ebruary
recreation
facilities
Bike s Be Found a ti Trails and
¢s Felong Toundation $710,000 20% May 24%
Greenways

Grant Resources for Trail Easement Acauisition and/or Trail Construction

Bike and
Pedestrian N/A
NCDOTTansportation Plan Proi both . 20% I N/A
ForBike and Pedestrian Projects el @iz G e e generally
engineering and projects)

construction



(A-3) Assets

Generalassetssuch aspublic
land or parks were identified by
using taxrecords through GIS.
Additionally, key stakeholders
noted many of the assets. Lastly,
the public workshop allowed
citizens to note any assets within
the study area.

Asset Inventory

Stone Mountain State Park Stone Mountain State
Park

Wells Knob Wells Knob

Samuel Johnson
Historical Graveyard
__—Rental Cabins
] Grasy CreckVineyard

Pond Loop at Elkin

Reservoir

Section 2A Stone Mountain State

Park

Stone Mountain
Country Store

John P Frank Parkway to Roaring Gap

Section 2B Roaring Gap Road to Murray Wells Knob
Murray Road to Elkin City Park Carter Falls
T EkinCreekVineyard

Works Loop at Surry
Center

Proposed Heritage and
Trail Center

Jonesville Trail Park

- |  interstatePark | |

Carolina Winery Rockford River

Access

o Hownotekinroperty | |

Holly Ridge Family

Campground
Rockford Bed &
Breakfast

e A S
inerstate Park o Rivervewlone |||

L rownoftknropeny | |

Section 4E Rockford to Siloam Road Historic Richmond Hill Rockford River
Nature Park Access
Section 4F | Siloam Road to Pilot Mountain State Park Shoals Community
Recreation Center

MOUNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL



(A-4) Public Workshop: March 20, 2014

Attendance

Over80 citizens attended the public workshop.
Those who chose to sign-in are listed to the right.

A: APPENDKX

Clyde Colwel
PatColwel
Bob Iarson
Melanie Jones
Mike Poston
Andrew Mac kie
Anna Black
Julian

Adam McComb
Sam Bisho p
IuAnn Bryan
John [anman
Jim Hallsey
Jennie Hallse y
DellMendenhal
Jenny Mendenhall
larmy Wagoner
Rita Wagoner
Amy Phillips
Charles Tiple tt
Becky Tiplett
PaulCarter
Don Bergely
Teddy Norman
Dale Atkinson
Marty Garmis
Henry Key
Susan Ro se
Steve Noga

Leslie Schlender
Joseph Hic ks
Dale Caveny
Tom Bastable
Andrew Gamer
Tommy Holcomb
Richard Moore
Jeff Yockel
Marilyn Co Ivin
Emily Grogan
Se ven Mierisc h



(A-5) Public Workshop: March 20, 2014
Ideas, Insights, Bamers, and Big Ideas

Hdeas

1.
2.
3.

7.
8.
9.
10

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

Connecting to Pilot via option # 1 utilize s trai within e ntire park

Maiboxes along the trail (mile markers) notesleft forothers

Cantilever access along the outside of the main bridge so bike and ped traffic
is separated and you maintain traffic flow

.Canoe access
.There island/room fora backpackcampground
.There are many Indian mck weirs in the river. See Yadkin Pee-Dee RiverTrailmap

and brochure. They're notoften descrbed asrckdams, but hdians built

them to catch fish thousands of years ago

NC CivilWarTrail marke rs in Elkin and Jo ne sville

NC CivilWartrailmarkeris in Ro ¢ kford

Ferry site at Rockford and otherplacesalong river

. 1000 footcanalleft from 1835 Yadkin Rivernavigation project (part of Yadkin
Iland’s State Park)

Jone sville -Elkin fjord just above Gwyn Mc Neilbridge wasa majoranimal, Indian,
eaty settlers crossing (Judy Wolfe is Jone sville History Centers c hair)

The bluffs on the south side of Yadkin riverhave ruinsofold homes, such as
Wood-ruff

Mo untain Bike Trail

Stone Mountain maintain bike trail

9-hole disc golf Elkin side bridge from Heritage Centeracrossto OVT(we st)

Bike and ped through town

Put more focuson the paddle trails ofthe Yadkin Riverand more focuson the
boatramp/launch at Ekin’s Crater Park

Bike, ped, and horse friendly; Open some trailsto bikersnow and look at positive s
of OVT[Overmountain Victory Trail]l at Kerr Sc ott bike friendly [?]

Add YVHC logo atentrance of Yadkin Valley

Ovemightindooraccommodation forhikers (example: a hostel)

HdeasContmued

21.

22

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30

32.
33.
34.
35.

36.

Ekin-Jonesville bridge depictsarchesoverthe pedestrian portion of Bus 21,
Historical perspective, Bus 21 originally had a covered bridge; A truss-system to
silhouette a covered bridge instead

.Instead ofarchesat Ekin Jonesville bridge to walkunder, create wooden truss to

mimic old covered bridge

Road route forbicycles Austin-Traphillroad to Traphil Road to Old 21 South to
Elkin.

Include “Paddle trails” or“rivertrails” in the trailconcept. F’'sa naturalpaddling-to -
hiking, biking, riding

Tailcould follow Stoney Ridge to Ararat River

Blaze trail (signage) down Main St.

Ask Sparta (Alleghany) to connect with trailsat Wells Knob orStone Mountain (Side
trail, buy would allow anothercounty to be involved)

Iime Rocknow owned by the state DOT State Park was intere sting thisforcanoe
camp

ConnectPilot Mountain Parkto Shoalsrecreation

.Need a large group meeting to assess progressregularly
31.

Connect MSTvia PMSP comdorto Shoals Community Recreation Center- Could
provide accessto Disc golf trail hiking trails, e tc .

Bring trailthrough Shoals Community Rec Center

State parksign at Hwy 21-Elkin follow Pilot Mountain lead to add biking too

Bring MSTdown PMSP comidortrailand the .25 mile overto Shoals Community

Rec Center

Spurtrailto Mc Ritc hie and Jones Von Drehle Wineriesdown old farm mad between
Thurmond and Wells Knob (Ask Jim Poteat)

Potential parking/trailhead

MO UNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAIL



Ideas, Insights, Bamiers, and Big Ideas

HeasContmued
37.View of Pilot Mountain from the riverisa realsurprise! Iooksclose enough to

38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

45.
46.
47.
48.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

touch, but it's about 4 miles away. (Contact Paul Canter at Rockford Outfitters)
Keep cyclists first!

Many birds and water mammals (otters), insects (dragonflies), and butterflies can
be seen from the river

Bike friendly connector

Puta pedestrian bridge here

Develop fishing and camping areas in conjunction with proposed canoe access
Put pedestrian bridge where old “Elkkin” bridge was

Yadkin River - Provide canoe/kayaks to hikers to easily float part of their hike
(multi-day hike rs) Elkin to ? Fees (rentals) could fund it and provide EVTA some
additional funds.

Designated trailstopsalong trailroute nearhistoric or Civil Warma ke rs

Horse trailaround Elkin, also need parking fortrailersand camping

Portable toiets along trail

Need designated orassigned people to keep areasoftrailclean. Maybe folks
thatlive in the trailarea.

Develop parking and camping areas forhorse riding
Appointclubsorgmupsto maintain trails

Trailhead parking (gravellot)

Hitc hing postsattrailhead and placesofinterest (ie. prime spot, store, etc)
Hitc hing postsatcampgrounds (thatyou aleady know about)
Horsebackriding on alltrails in to wn limits

Horsebackriding on alltrails in to wn limits

Parking and camping forhorse trails

Bridgesto accommodate horses

Pit toile ts

Pit toile ts

A: APPENDKX

67.
68.
69.
70.
. Mountain biking; Parking/ Trailhead
72.
73.

71

74.
75.
76.

717.

78.

79.

80.

81.

HdeasContmued
60.

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

Bathrmnomsatcampgmunds

Bridgesto accommodate horses

Taihead parking

Hitc hing posts

Bathrnomsatcampgmunds

Horseson trails in c ity limits

Additionaltraiheadsalong Wells Knob sector- horse trailleraccessble and
hitc hing po sts

Perhapshang suspended bridge undereither 77 bridge orGwyn Mc Neibridge
Include horsebackrding on alltrails

Multiple pit toilet stations along trail

NC KoskatDevis Garden asyou enter Stone Mountain to include a map

Single track moutain bike trails o ff o fthe main trail

Promote Richmond Hill; site ofa famouslaw schooloperated by Justice Richmond
Persen (1806-1878)

Bring forward paddleway and access;boaterscanbe serviced attrailscentertoo
Bamey Hill, a historic Community of Colon, could be a good trail stop

An old millstead on the river, Reps Mountain Mil,, ripplesin waterwere named for
county newspaper, “The Yadkin Ripple”

Tanyard Creek Trail from the riverto Boonville, via the Coram Falls and
Abandoned Town of Dan’s

Mountain bike trailat Stone Mo untain

Provide allmajortrailuse types: Hike, horse, bike, canoe

Develop side trailsalong old logging mmad South of main crossing. Two landowners
wilprovide access

Constructlarge bridge formultiuse across Grassy Creek (can secure extra funding
ifbridge supportstractorsforaccessto both sides)



Ideas, Insights, Bamiers, and Big Ideas

Hdeas

82.
83.
84.
85.

86.
87.

88.
89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

Connectwith a spurtrailto Boonville and bike trailthroughout the scenic part
of Yadkin County

How can trailtie into Ararat River Greenway in Mo unt Airy?

North Yadkin Canoe Accessneeded

Have the trallgo through ornearRockford (the old historic c ounty seat), bringing
attention to thislong neglected area

NC CivilWarTailmarkerat Siloam

Possibly take trailup to UpperFalls, then to picnic area then by old home site to
horse trail bringing hikersby campground

Bridle/hiking trail continued along the Yadkin Rivergoing West

Build horse trail from stone Mountain horse trailto NC WRC campgmund as
altemative MSTroute

ConnectDoughton Park Trails to the horse trailat Stone Mountain then onto
Stone Mountain Tails (Wells Knob trail)

Take trailsouth of Widows Creek THpast Old church to old campground then go
up old trallto Wolf Rockthen down CedarRockforViews

Need template forstructure, signage, and bridges. These need to be in different
sizes, capacity, and themes forconstruc tion. Povide drawings, materals, and
approximate cost. Thisprovides guidance to individualgroups who are raising
money, support, and performing c onstruc tion. Thisalso provide s ¢c ontinuity o f
lookand feelforthe various sectionsthat wilbe built at different times. The
templatesform a coordinated design guide and manualformany different
groups to work from and the projectlooksasone masterplan.

Bridgesand majorstruc turesneed ability to provide the busine sses and
individuals that provide materials or funding significant visibility - help secure
funds

Need to coordinate designated “TAG” areasalong trailsthatcan be used for

Hea

s Contnued

school education - “TAG" notes a significant place, event, description of artfifacts,
nature, etc. “TAG” can be read by smart phone. Thishooks to linksofaudio of
historicalmemoresvideo ofevents, reenactments, text, and pictures descrbing
rocks, plants, trees. Need to plan out significant features and coordinate local
groupsto collectand catalogue the material Getolderpeople to record their
memories of significant places

Insig hts

95.

96.
97.

98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.

Staying north ofthe Yadkin Rgivesaccessto Pilot without having to crossthe
Ya d kin

Maiboxeshelp with documentation (day use, weekend hikes, orlong distance)
Need to develop both sidesofthe riverso youcan quickly create a long loop for
biking, walking, and running. The area is fairly flat and provides a less demanding
bike loop forcruisers- Need two crossing pointsacrossthe river- Thisprovides
both towns ability to have formalrunsand walksand also gives route with some
mileage to provide good exercise while staying local

There is a historic building on parkland about 75 yards from comdortrail
Stoneman Raiders visited in 1865 (Chris Hartley’snew bookon Stoneman’sraid,
published in 2011) (Judy Wolfe is Jone sville History Centers c hair)

Stoneman’s Raidersand General Stoneman himself stopped here. There isan
active Rockford preservation society

Severalmapslocate these fermy site s

Huge potentialforincreased recreationaluses

Foodplain east of Elkin could mean camping

Need hostel/ovemightaccommodationsto anchorastrailtown

Widen mad forbike/ped

Funding forbetterramp to launch kayaksand boatsthatissafe and sturdy. BIKE-
HIKE-PADDIE d e stina tio n that is sa fe
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Ideas, Insights, Bamiers, and Big Ideas

Insights

106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111.

112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.

118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

127.

Open up frails to all users (better economic benefit)

Need bikesforCheerio to Stone Mountain to Traphillroad.

Ouffitter needed

Great field at corner of Elkin Creek and Yadkin river; place rope bridge to cross
Tailtown presentationsneed to be given to every Board of Realtors from
Alleghany to the coast, especially in Wike s, Surry, Alleghany, etc. They know
which propertiesmay be available forsale and/oreasements. Awarenessis
fundamental

Thisarea isfullofa varety of wildlife. Maybe add imformation on the wildlife in
the area.

Parkisinterested in this property

Existing trail/sidewalkneeds mprovement (kisin poorshape)

Loop trail would benefit both communities, | hate back-tracking on a trail
More ownership from DOTto DENIL

Have trailsin works at park

Accessto smallcomerstore in ShoalsatcomerofStoney Ridge Rd and Shoals
Road

.25 miles from PMSP access; 18 holes disc golf, store, restrooms, trails, ballfields
Usersdon’t wantto be excluded in traillconcepts. Betterforallifincluded

18 holes disc golf, ball fields, trail

Cyclistsneed trails! Biggest usergroup afterhikers with nowhere to go

Please include these animals and the quality of the river wate ritse If

Cycling isthe way forward in recreationaltrailuse economic development
Too much traffic- especially big frucks. Need to re-route fruck traffic

Natural fishing area

Find designated camp sitesbetween Ekin and Shoalsso a 3-4 day trip is
possible.

Civil Wartrail thro ugh So uthe m Surry

A: APPENDKX

129.
130.
131.
132.

133.

134.

135.
136.

137.
138.

139.
140.

141.
142.
143.
144.

145

Isights Contnued
128.

Riders wilcome from miles around to ride the trai, economic boost willbe
tremendous. There are lotsofriders with nowhere to ride

Beauty and cleanlinessmeansmore people using the trai

T wn hertage centerlinks to Jonesville and Elkin

Use available land avoiding the main trailto build IMBA-c lass single track
Yadkin County’s most underpromoted asset, buthasactive Iaw School
commission sponsored by Yadkin County Govemment

Servicesto boaters; Boatersneed a partin overallplan (another

economic benefit)

Both Hanging Rockand KerrScott have had tremendoussuccessand

there’s nothing similarin the Stone Mountain area

Resign and revitalize Yadkin RiverPaddle Trai

Whole area from lake to Carter Mil Rd isbeautifulalong Grassy Creek. Thisarea
tiesin with localwinery and landownersthat want to share the beauty of the area
Tunderstand thatthere are high bluffsin thisarea on limited accessalong river
Booneville is a small, pleasant town with restaurants, flour mill, wineries, Daniel
Boone trail etc.

Rockford Canoe rental

MAP+Risworking on a planto connect Ararat RiverGreenway and the Taylor
Greenway. Tailwilbe 107 miles when done

Neglected area

Stoneman’s Raidersstopped here in 1865

There is an open old homesite here that flowers

It would be North Carwlina’s version of the New RiverTrail up in Virginia

.NC WRC ownsan 11 acre Hunt Camp which servesasTHforBasin c one
146.
147.

Horse trallat Stone Mountain is very nice, buttoo short

There isa bridge and parking lot here



Ideas, Insights, Bamiers, and Big Ideas

Bamers

148.
149.
150.

151.
152.
153.
154.
155
156.
157.
158.

159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.

167.
168.
169.
170.
171.

No bridge overArarat Riverif trail stays north

Damage controlformaiboxes-need forreplenishing paper, pens, etc
Currently there is not sufficient connected trail to entice people to bring bikes
and use the trails - mo stly just forwalking right now

No existing bridge overArarat River

Horse users

Tire d infra struc ture in to wn

Brownfield could be negative or positive

. Truck traffic can get heavy at 2nd option of pedestrian bridge

Expensesforanotherbridge overthe Yadkin furthe r So uth

State policy needschanging (horse-people resistance)

Trucks in town; Can we re-route some trails2 Bridge - Pedestrian beside traffic
Bridge

Need good co-operation with DOT

Need betterriveraccess-larger, studier, launch ramp from CraterPark

No bridge

Raiad crossing needscoverto protect trailusers from falling debrs from trains
Iackofa good team to promote thisidea in Yadkin County

Iand ownerseasement

Need a team going west

.25 mile distance from PMSP comdorto Shoalsrecreation center, however, this
could be easilyovercome

Why resistance now? Community outreach

Change ishard forsome

Old schoolrecreationalmanagement systems and beliefs

Raiwad - Be a partner

Asan avid cyclist, itisconceming thatIve heard portionsofthe trail wil

preclude use by cyclists, thiswould prevent a mountain to sea ride, whic h will

172.
173.
174.
175.

176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.

Bamers Contnued

lowersupport from the cycling ¢ o mmunity

Iandowners, money, time

Town ordinance against horses

Right of way with Southe m Rail from Elkin to Mitc hell River
People who don’t workand mooch offthe govemment wilalwaysbe a drag on
the trail, they wilabuse it when the restofusare at wok!
Change regulation in town of Elkin pertaining to horses
Traffic barriers from Traphill Rd. to Elkin

Town ordinance against horses

Town ordinance against horses

Rightof way with railroad

Town ordinance

Deerseason

Deerseason

Town ordinance against horses

Town ordinance against horses

DOT acceptance or water flood plain

Town ordinance against horses

CarterMillland (waterfalls) landownerresistance

Iarge land parcelavailability

The terrain from the rivertrailis uphil

Boatramp needsrepair

Bamey Hil c ommunity doesn’t know that the MSTe xists
Park management

ILand use

Construc tion experience

Main crossing needslarge bridge - using Eagle Scout projectand localbusine ss
to supportconstruction oflarge bridge.
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Ideas, Insights, Bamiers, and Big Ideas

Insights

197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.

Side frails will need two small bridges for fooft traffic

Railroad traffic and lack of pedestrian/equestrian/portage access at 2
Notmuch parking

Need bettercrossing overfence

Raiwad isa big bamerunlessit retires. Could route South side of Yadkin
Cannotbuid new trail on NPSland

A hazardous Waterfallthatneedsto be fenced to make safe, butitcould

be done.

Bg Meas

204.
205.

206.
207.
208.

209.
210.
211.
212.
213.
214.
215.

Cycling on alltrails

Have smalllbbraries along trails forhikerto bormow booksand retum atother
box

Camiage trails

Picnic areasand restoromsevery 10-12 mile s

Camp Ravenknob, Boy Scout Camp, Equestrian (At MSTro ute forhike rs
and horses from Stone Mtn horse parking to NC WRC Hunt Camp just
outside Daughton Park. This would tie in 6.5 Fire Rd (open to riding) with re st
ofhorse trailsand create 30+ miesofbackpackloop forhikers

Suspension bridge underEF77

Campgmunds: Many separate forhorsesand people

Ho stel

Single track mountain biking

Bike Routes- Yadkin Co.

Traihead parking

Connect Boonville

A: APPENDKX



(A-6) Trail Towns Assessment Summary

A representative from both Ekin and Jone sville
responded to a 100 question asse ssment regarding
the accommodationsofthe town fortrail users. The
adjacentchart providestheirthoughtson some of
the majortrailtown themes. The fullassessmentscan
be found in the following sec tions (A-7 and A-8).

busine ss distric t, though
wayfinder signage needs
improvement.

secure; there is a sufficient
amountofbike racks.

few caterto the needsof
trai-use 1s

b usine ss distric t, however
there is no wayfinder
signage.

trail-users are limited and
there are c urre ntly no bike
rac ks.
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. , Safety (Q11-26)
(A-7) Traill Towns Asse ssment: Hkin

Q11: Are the roadways swept and kept clear? Yes, always
Q12: Are there bike lanes in your town? If so, are Yes, but a limited amount.,
they near the trail gateway? Comments:
. We are working on a bike lane system. Now it is
GeneIal AcceSS (Ql Q4) fairly easy to ride on designated trails . . . Bike

route # 4 Surry County.

Q1: What s the distance between the business It is on the trail . . . zero distance Q13: Are bike lanes/shoulders free from debris and potholes?
district and the trail? In blocks or miles.

(no label) Somewhat
Q2: What is the grade between the trail and your Flat
town? Q14: Are the downtown sidewalks clean and free of debris?
Q3: How easy is it for trail visitors to access your downtown from the trail? Are there signs and (no label) Yes

pathways, or does the trail go through the town?

. . . 5
Extremely easy. There is a trail to town and the trails goes through town. Q15: Are the sidewalks in good shape?

(no label) Yes, they look great.
Q4: How easy is it for motorists to access the trail from your town? Is there available parking?

Q16: Is there sufficient room on the sidewalks for Yes

Parking right on the trail. Lots of parking in the Park and town. people to walk side-by-side?

Q17: Are steep sidewalks even and well maintained? Yes

Signage (Q5-Q10)

Q5: Is there a Wayfinder signage system? Yes

Q18: Are the curb crossing ramps too steep? No

Q19: Are the sidewalks before driveway aprons Mostly sloped

Q6: Is there adequate Wayfinder signage to the trail? sloped or flat?

(no label) Needs Work Q20: Are all sidewalks continuous? Yes
Q7: Is there adequate Wayfinder signage to town? Q21: Are crosswalks well marked? Yes
(no label) Needs Work

Q22: Do the majority of motorists respect pedestrian Yes

. g . >
Q8: Is there sufficient signage and maps for the downtown area? right-of-way in crosswalks?

(no label) Needs Work 023: In the downtown area, are there pedestrian Yes
walk/don't walk signals?

Q9: Is the signage sufficient for finding appropriate businesses and services? Ex: Bike repair shops, bed

and breakfasts, etc. Q24: Do signals allow time for a child or older adult Yes
to cross the street?
(no label) Needs Work
. Q25: Are pedestrians visible to motorists at Yes
Q10: Can visitors tell they have entered your town?  ltis clear, crossings?
Is there a "gateway moment", or physical feature Other (please specify)
notifying visitors of their arrival? It should be intuitive but we are going to put up a Q26: Do you personally feel safe walking through Yes

sign. town?




Patking (Q27-36)

Q27: Is there sufficient on-street parking?

Yes

Q28: How many off-street parking lots placed behind stores?

(no label)

Q29: Are sidewalks free from cars exiting
driveways/parking lots?

Q30: Are there sufficient bike racks?

Q31: Are bike racks placed in secure areas?

Q32: Are bike racks easy to find for visitors?

Q33: Are bike racks out of the way of pedestrians?

Q34: Are bike racks simple and easy to use?

Q35: Are there any creative bike racks? Ex: combination bike rack/bench, decorative details.

(no label)

Q36: Are there safe hitching areas for horses?

Food Services (Q37-45)

Q37: Does your downtown area offer outdoor
vending machines?

Q38: Does your downtown area offer grocery stores?
Q39: Does your downtown area offer a coffee shop?

Q40: Does your downtown area offer any fast food
chains?

Q41: Does your downtown area offer an ice cream
shop?

Q42: Does your downtown area offer any family style
restaurants?

Q43: Does your downtown area offer an informal
cafe?

Q44: Does your downtown area offer a bar or
tavern?

Q45: Does your downtown area offer a restaurant
with liquor service?

Most

Yes

Yes

Yes, for the most part.

Yes

Yes

Yes

All

None

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Retail Services (Q46-Q52)

Q46: Does your downtown area offer bike rentals?

Q47: Does your downtown area offer bike repair and
equipment?

Q48: Does your downtown area offer a convenience
store?

Q49: Does your downtown area offer a 24 hour ATM?

Q50: Does your downtown offer tack repair or cater
to other horse related needs?

Q51: Does your downtown area offer a bookstore?

Q52: Does your downtown area offer a laundromat?

Sewvices and Amenities (Q53-Q74)

Q53: Does your downtown area offer a hotel or inn?

Q54: Does your downtown area offer a bed and
breakfast?

Q55: Does your downtown area offer a motel?

Q56: Does your downtown area offer nearby
camping?

Q57: Does your downtown area offer emergency
medical services?

Q58: Does your downtown area offer family medical
services?

Q59: Does your downtown area offer shuttling
services to nearby towns? (25 miles max)

Q60: Does your downtown area offer shuttling to
distant locations? (250 miles max)

Q61: Does your downtown area offer a taxi service?

Q62: Does your downtown area offer a public park or
green area?

Q63: Does your downtown area offer a restroom at
the trail access point?

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes
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Sewvices and Amenities Continued (Q53-Q74)

Q64: Does your downtown area offer a map or
information about the town?

Q65: Does your downtown area offer a calendar of
town events?

Q66: Does your downtown area offer access to
computers? (i.e. at a library)

Q67: Does your downtown area offer sufficient trash
and recycling receptacles?

Q68: Does your downtown area host special events
to encourage visitors?

Q69: Do your businesses use creative marketing
tactics? (i.e. free ice cream, samples)

Q70: Does your town organize town-to-town bike
rides via the trail?

Q71: Is there a library, local historical society's
office, or museum in town?

Q72: How many of your businesses or public facilities
are closed on the weekends?

Q73: Is the trail linked to downtown events and
happenings?

Q74: Is the town linked to trail events and
happenings?

Visual Appearance (Q75-79)

Q75: Is there a sense of place and/or a unique
identity to the downtown?

Q76: Does the town appear economically healthy?
Q77: Does the town feel safe?
Q78: Are walls and storefronts free of graffiti?

Q79: Is the landscaping appealing and well kept?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes, quite a few

Some

No

Library, Museum

A few are open

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Yes

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Buildings and Parking (Q80-84)

Q80: Are all buildings occupied?

Q82: Is there a solid (not broken by parking lots) strip
of businesses?

Q83: Are historic buildings restored and recognized?

Q84: Are the structures in town overall in good
condition?

Store Fronts (Q85-89)

Q85: Are store windows kept clean?
Q86: Are store windows lit at night?

Q87: Are store fronts maintained? (Example: no
broken glass, crumbling brick, or peeling paint)

Q88: Do stores have attractive window displays?

Q89: If there are garden beds outside, do stores have
flowers?

Streetscape and Amenities (Q90-99)

Q90: Are there enough benches?

Q91: Are the benches well-placed? (eg: in shade,
near high foot traffic areas)

Q92: Are parks/green spaces well placed and used
appropriately?

Q93: Do all parks have adequate bike racks and
benches?

Q94: Do your restaurants offer outdoor seating?

Q95: Are there audible amenities-wind chimes,
church bells, music, etc?

Q96: Are there banners and hanging baskets?

Q97: Are there drinking fountains or other (potable)
water sources?

Somewhat.

Yes

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.
Somewhat

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Yes, for the most part.

Somewhat

Somewhat.

Yes, for the most part.

Yes

Yes, for the most part.

Yes many.

Yes, an appropriate amount.

No



Streetscape and Amenities Continued (Q90-99)

Q98: Does the town use human-scale night lighting? ~ Yes

Q99: Are sidewalks wide enough to accommodate Yes, for the most part.
pedestrians?

Thank-You (Q100)

Q100: Thanks for taking the survey! Happy Trails! Same to you. There were some extenuating
answers
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Safi 11-Q26
(A-8) Trail Towns Assessment: Jonesville ety (Q11-Q26)

Q11: Are the roadways swept and kept clear? Sometimes
Q12: Are there bike lanes in your town? If so, are No, we have none.
they near the trail gateway?
. : . 5
Ge neIalAcceSS (QI.Q4) Q13: Are bike lanes/shoulders free from debris and potholes?
(no label) Somewhat

Q14: Are the downtown sidewalks clean and free of debris?

Q1: What is the distance between the business 2 blocks
district and the trail? In blocks or miles. (no label) Somewhat
Q2: What is the grade between the trail and your Hilly
town? Q15: Are the sidewalks in good shape?

. o ., ) (no label) No, they need some work.
Q3: How easy is it for trail visitors to access your downtown from the trail? Are there signs and
pathways, or does the trail go through the town?

Q16: Is there sufficient room on the sidewalks for Yes

Jonesville "downtown" is somewhat diverse and spread out. The distance and ease of access varies greatly along people to walk side-by-side?

the length of the trail
Q17: Are steep sidewalks even and well maintained? No
Q4: How easy is it for motorists to access the trail from your town? Is there available parking?

One parking area at Town Hall is open for access to the trail and another behind Starmount Plaza shopping center Q18: Are the curb crossing ramps too steep? Somewhat

will be open soon.

Signage (Q5-Q10)

Q19: Are the sidewalks before driveway aprons Mostly flat
sloped or flat?

Q20: Are all sidewalks continuous? No
Q5: Isthere a Wayfinder signage system? No Q21: Are crosswalks well marked? No
Q6: Is there adequate Wayfinder signage to the trail? Q22: Do the majority of motorists respect pedestrian ~ Rarely

(no label) Insufficient right-of-way in crosswalks?
Q23: In the downtown area, are there pedestrian No

. H 7
Q7: Is there adequate Wayfinder signage to town? walkidon't walk signals?

(no label) Needs Work

Q24: Do signals allow time for a child or older adult ~ Respondent skipped this question

Q8: Is there sufficient signage and maps for the downtown area? to cross the street?

(no label) Needs Work Q25: Are pedestrians visible to motorists at Yes
crossings?

Q9: Is the signage sufficient for finding appropriate businesses and services? Ex: Bike repair shops, bed

and breakfasts, etc. Q26: Do you personally feel safe walking through Somewhat

(no label) Needs Work town?

Q10: Can visitors tell they have entered your town?  Itis clear.

Is there a "gateway moment", or physical feature
notifying visitors of their arrival?




Paiking (Q27-Q36)

Q27: Is there sufficient on-street parking?

No

Q28: How many off-street parking lots placed behind stores?

(no label)

Q29: Are sidewalks free from cars exiting
driveways/parking lots?

Q30: Are there sufficient bike racks?

Q31: Are bike racks placed in secure areas?

Q32: Are bike racks easy to find for visitors?

Q33: Are bike racks out of the way of pedestrians?

Q34: Are bike racks simple and easy to use?

Q35: Are there any creative bike racks? Ex: combination bike rack/bench, decorative details.

(no label)

Q36: Are there safe hitching areas for horses?

Food Serwvices (Q37-Q45)

Q37: Does your downtown area offer outdoor
vending machines?

Q38: Does your downtown area offer grocery stores?
Q39: Does your downtown area offer a coffee shop?

Q40: Does your downtown area offer any fast food
chains?

Q41: Does your downtown area offer an ice cream
shop?

Q42: Does your downtown area offer any family style
restaurants?

Q43: Does your downtown area offer an informal
cafe?

Q44: Does your downtown area offer a bar or
tavern?

Q45: Does your downtown area offer a restaurant
with liquor service?

None

Somewhat

No

Respondent skipped this question
Respondent skipped this question
Respondent skipped this question

Respondent skipped this question

None

Some

No

No
No

No

No

No

Yes

No

No

Retail Services (Q46-Q52)

Q46: Does your downtown area offer bike rentals?

Q47: Does your downtown area offer bike repair and
equipment?

Q48: Does your downtown area offer a convenience
store?

Q49: Does your downtown area offer a 24 hour ATM?

Q50: Does your downtown offer tack repair or cater
to other horse related needs?

Q51: Does your downtown area offer a bookstore?

Q52: Does your downtown area offer a laundromat?

Sewvices and Amenities (Q53-Q74)

Q53: Does your downtown area offer a hotel or inn?

Q54: Does your downtown area offer a bed and
breakfast?

Q55: Does your downtown area offer a motel?

Q56: Does your downtown area offer nearby
camping?

Q57: Does your downtown area offer emergency
medical services?

Q58: Does your downtown area offer family medical
services?

Q59: Does your downtown area offer shuttling
services to nearby towns? (25 miles max)

Q60: Does your downtown area offer shuttling to
distant locations? (250 miles max)

Q61: Does your downtown area offer a taxi service?

Q62: Does your downtown area offer a public park or
green area?

Q63: Does your downtown area offer a restroom at
the trail access point?

No

No
No

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
No
Yes
No
No

No

Yes
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Sewvices and Amenities Continued (Q53-Q74)

Q64: Does your downtown area offer a map or
information about the town?

Q65: Does your downtown area offer a calendar of
town events?

Q66: Does your downtown area offer access to
computers? (i.e. at a library)

Q67: Does your downtown area offer sufficient trash
and recycling receptacles?

Q68: Does your downtown area host special events
to encourage visitors?

Q69: Do your businesses use creative marketing
tactics? (i.e. free ice cream, samples)

Q70: Does your town organize town-to-town bike
rides via the trail?

Q71: Is there a library, local historical society's
office, or museum in town?

Q72: How many of your businesses or public facilities
are closed on the weekends?

Q73: Is the trail linked to downtown events and
happenings?

Q74: Is the town linked to trail events and
happenings?

Visual Appearance (Q75-Q79)

Q75: Is there a sense of place and/or a unique
identity to the downtown?

Q76: Does the town appear economically healthy?
Q77: Does the town feel safe?
Q78: Are walls and storefronts free of graffiti?

Q79: Is the landscaping appealing and well kept?

No

No

None

None

No

Library, Historical society office

Most are open

No, not very much.

No, not very much.

Somewhat

Somewhat.
Yes, for the most part.
Yes, for the most part.

Somewhat.

Buildings and Parking (Q80-Q84)

Q80: Are all buildings occupied?

Q81: Are building codes enforced?

Q82: Is there a solid (not broken by parking lots) strip
of businesses?

Q83: Are historic buildings restored and recognized?

Q84: Are the structures in town overall in good
condition?

Building s and Parking (Q85-Q89)

Q85: Are store windows kept clean?
Q86: Are store windows lit at night?

Q87: Are store fronts maintained? (Example: no
broken glass, crumbling brick, or peeling paint)

Q88: Do stores have attractive window displays?

Q89: If there are garden beds outside, do stores have
flowers?

Streetscape and Amenities (Q90-Q99)

Q90: Are there enough benches?

Q91: Are the benches well-placed? (eg: in shade,
near high foot traffic areas)

Q92: Are parks/green spaces well placed and used
appropriately?

Q93: Do all parks have adequate bike racks and
benches?

Q94: Do your restaurants offer outdoor seating?

Q95: Are there audible amenities-wind chimes,
church bells, music, etc?

Q96: Are there banners and hanging baskets?

Q97: Are there drinking fountains or other (potable)
water sources?

Somewhat.

Somewhat.

No

Somewhat.

Somewhat.

Somewhat.
Somewhat

No, not very much.

Somewhat.

No, not very often.

No

No

No, not very much.

No

No, not very many.

Some.

Some.

No



Streetscape and Amenities Continued (Q90-Q99)

Q98: Does the town use human-scale night lighting? ~ No

Q99: Are sidewalks wide enough to accommodate Somewhat.
pedestrians?

Thank-You (Q100)

Q100: Thanks for taking the survey! Happy Trails! I tried to limit my responses to just "downtown"

MO UNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL



(A-9) Traill Towns Overview

The Friends of MSTis working to ensure that
communities along the MSTare prepared to
accommodate trailusers. “Trail o wn” planning is a
crtical part o f this e ffort.

Being a trailtown involve s more than just being
located on or near a trail. It is a title that reflects

the hospitality of a community towards travelers
who passthrough during theiroutdoorexpeditions.
In addition to hospitality, a good trail to wn must
have recreationalopportunitiesaswellas some

sort ofusefulness forits outdoorvisitors. n orderto
establish a trailtown identity, localgovemments and
community organizations work togetherto bring trail
users into the town, provide information about the
community upon entry, educate localbusinesses

on the benefits of meeting the needs of trail-users,
establish orexpand businessesto provide a market
that meets the needs of trail-users such as outfitters,
and collaborate with neighboring ¢c o mmunitie s to
promote the entire trallcomdoras a recreational

and tourist d e stina tio n.

A: APPENDIX

™ maintain and promote a town’simage asa
trailtown, it is use fulto establish an organization
thatfocuseson promotion oflocalrecreational,
shopping, and lodging opportunities that meet the
needsof trailusers.

Such an organization should be comprised of
representatives from localgovemment, busine sse s,
and civic organizations. By collaborating their
efforts, resources, and ideas, membersofa trailtown
organization can ensure thatthe town servesasa

hospitable stop fortrail-users.

KChaIacteristics of a Good “Tail Town”

1. An efficient and safe connection to the town

2. Traihead parking fortrailaccess

3. Provide signage forlocating destinations, services,
accommodations, etc.

needsoftrai-users

trai-use 1s

the traillcomidorastournstand recreationaldestnation

7.Provide a walkable and bikeable environme nt to
accommodate trai-users

8. Provide public restrooms with showersat trailheads

9. Establish a town organization dedicated to meeting
the needsoftrallusersand promotion ofthe town asa

Kreputable trail to wn

4. Educate local businesses on the benefits of meeting the

5. Expand orestablish businessesto caterto the needsof

6. Collaborate with neighboring ¢ o mmunitie s to promo te

PHOTO: OUR STA'IE

Source: http://www.atatraillorg/h/docs/1TIManualpdf



(A-10) Trail Towns Case Study

/C ase Study

Damascus, VA L * g . ; The Annual Tiail Days Festival in

Damascus, VA draws between

15,000 and 20,000 people to the
Damascus, VAisa greatexample ofa smalltown
that utilizes its location for economic benefit. The small town of 1,000
Appalachian Tail the lon Mountain Trail, and the
Viginia CreeperTail pass through it. Events, such
as'The Annual Trail Days Festival, draw between
15,000 and 20,000 people to the smalltown of
1,000 (McCown). Damascushasembraced its
location and provided travelers with a wide varety
of amenitie s inc luding re staurants, inns & hostels, a
laundromat, a library, outdoor ouftfitters, and free

wire le ss town wide.

Washington County, home to Damascusand most
ofthe Viginia CreeperTiail, boasted retailsales
ofapproximately $471,589,000 and lodging and
restaurant salesofapproximately $56,953,000 in
2002 .Yeatry estimated visits are approximately
593,631. Given the appropriate amountoftime for
the MSTto be completed, trail to wns within the trail
comdorcould very likely share the same economic

successif preparationsare made to do so.

-
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(A-11) Ietters of Support
Surry County
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EESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE ELION VALLEY TRAILS ASSOCIATION

WHEAEAS, tRe County of Serry recognimes Bhe decimatisssl bensfit, emvdmnsemsl anefit, ang
il airgd of @4 cillesns. and,

WRITNEAS, the Cousky ol Sy weshed 16 provide ample sed sl Tadiibey Par pedmbians, beydngs
Caigins], and kjuesteian uses,

WHIENERS, the Elbis Yalley Trelhy Aasoomiion bas bigjus plemning and devaloping pedysines, squsiiran
bzating, Iahing, sl bicycln Lciilies & a sogroanl ol thi Mauimain:io-Sed-Tral Jloeg i Blon Db in
Wilkes and Surry Countbes anad,

WHIFRESS, the Ekan Valley Tisl fussciation his Begun pladisg st deaslojeng pedesirian, daaling
Teding, and bicycle Facdiies along the Yadkin Riser in Welkes, ¥idkin, sed Swry Countes 2 0 sepment of
[he figurisin-io-5ee-Trad ang,

WHIEREAS, the Counly ol Sury stekees 1o promade the effaris of the Biin Valley Teall fasoriaison in
devalaping wmtian of the Mourdsin-in-5ed-Triil béSmeen Shone Moustain Starte Back, Pilnt Moustais
Sats Paik, and Towwn af Blin

RN, THERLFANE, BL T RESSHLAVED thad the County af Serry promoies 1he oversd] mason of the Ekis
Willay Trgihi Asisdiation's @owls 0 proawicey, (P0001, ardesoy, @l oonngct e oulural naberal
hisparical, and reoreatioral ameis of the Sooe Mountain State Fark, Mot Moenian St Fark, =nd the
Tawn & [1kin ard all oiher comsinties slong she tral m between the ten staie parks,

WHEREAS, the Cownby of Siemy recogrizes that the ik alley Trals Assoclation (EVTA| wil encourage
peonpemr developmen] by foviermg She prowth of endmpesseap, Soerpm, and general baben
davaleprmanl whike rgmsving ¥ quabty of He for the regan thiough ieeased emphaia un ety
ifgyiyles and esucasional opporiunties

FURTHER BE IT AESDLVED fal the Cousty ol Surry will gromote end eAcourags the Elbs Valey Trail
Associpban s missany snd poals fnr fhe pabies regisa

NC High County COG

April 10,2012

arrel] MoRane, Manages Kate Dixon, Execuiive Direcior flishest bl
M State Trndls Program Fricndds of the Mounlaing to Sea Troil AT AT
HNCDENE = Division of Paks and Ree Y Rox 10431 Cary I3, Aleving
1615 Mail Service Center Ralelgh, NC 27605 SN
Talaigh, NC 2760016 3

Re;  Elkin Valley Trails Associntion
Déar Darrell and Kate: I

[n 2008, High Country Counell of Goveraments (HCCOO) completed the High Country
Regional Trail Plan. The trail plan tdentifies 388 miles af proposed trail in the seven-county
High Country region. Our irail plan was coordinaed with the Piedmont Triad's trail plan
which was being completed about the time we were begiming, Both plaps ineluded the MO
Mlinntating to Sea Tregl (MBT) ax o mojor backbone of reglonal wail systems,

Dt the course of aur plunning e, various options for the MST were supgested 1o
connect $tone Mountain aned Hanging Rock State Parks, Mo one alignment had eonsensis,
andl neallgnnient wis being designed or comsiricied af the lime, Therefore, the High
Country Regional Trail Plan includes o primary MST alignment and our alierate MST
alignments,

Hince 2008, there hive been mony independent trall projeets in one megion, 1 recently beaame
atepinintod with Bl Blackley, Steering Commitiee Coordnator with the Elkin Valley Trails
Amsociation (EYTA) Bl deseribod to me the planning, fundraisiog, property scquigition.
andd constivietion ol trails that the EVTA is lending. One of their projecta {5 the E&A Rail
Trall, which will eonnect the Town of Elkin and Stone Mouniain State Park along an
abandaned ralliond covridor. This aligmment is essentially one of the MST olermates on our

adaped plun.

The purpose af this letter is to show HOCOG support of the EVTA's FdaA Rail Trul, and
request that the EdA Rail Trail alignment be consldered the prinary MST alipnment from
Stino Mounthin Ststo Park into western Surry County. | do il kiww of any other elforls
congruet trall in that area. | have communicated with officials in Wilkes County, and know
that EVTA is partiuering with Yadkin River CGreenway Council, 5o 1 feel that there is ot a
conflicting teall eflot, EVTA  elors 1o date bode well for successlul extension of the MST
as it leaves the Blue Ridpe Parkway eoridor and gots devoloped along private propeny [nto
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Town of Elkin

Lown of Klkin
3, AR
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[ Skep SRl
Apnl 27,2012

Danell kicBanes, Manager

M Siate Trade Program

HNCDENE — Divigion of Parks and Rec=aton
L1 hlaikSerce Center

Balpsgh Meath Caraling 7800161 5

Fate Dixon, Executivcs Director
Tmends ofthe Mountanato Sea Trad
PO Box 10:231

Fatletsh, Meatl: Sagoliss 20603

Dearddr. MeBaneand e Dixin,

The Teem of Ellen Saff and Conmmissicnars barve bem very oovobeed with and supporitre of the Ellan
Vallay Tmils Association (EVTAY plans 1o develop mmils in the arez betwem Stome Bdoumdain and Pilot
Lioweain 3ate Tarks, As voomay be anare, this group is fenmed on She instzllztion and coonpletion of
a pedésdan imil Bom Elkm thmush fhe Elkm Valley o Sleoe Moembin followmnpg the zleeady
eetabhabied Muuskam 0 Ses alterrate deslgimtions o the Elkm Creekl and ihe Elkn & Alleghany Bl
bed

Inan eifort fo collsbomie and see this projed through, the EVTA has hees sngaged with the Vadan
Valey etz Comidor, the Samy Cownty Greeneay Conenittes, the Vo ddn Biver Gresnagy, Frisnds
of #ie Mounam 1o Sa Taidl (MT5), the Yadkin Biverkeeper, the Fnepds of the Blue Fidgs Paskway,
the’ Brusiy Niootain Cycle Chob, the Chveomoumain Victory Traill, Stone Momtiin Siabe Fask
equesicin groups, the Elkin Fecrsaimon and Faske Advisory Board, the Town of Ekin Board of
Coririessnreys ared Sury Couary Board of Cormisaorers

Wi behieve duat the EVTA has demerearated rhe vl and s o coerplere the =il bereran
Eliom and Stene Mnrmae and we strongly soppart their-efforts, According to the EYVTA thers iz mo
achvity or orgaiz tions working on esablishing the pimany 25T mote o5 comerthy mapped 2od ther
tefearch hasnet provided aoy olgeddors to tus chapgem Sary or Wikes Uourty.

We ask tkal vou cunsicker the reoendny oF the all=mate rous (3one Moaniam Stxie Fack to Elkin to ihe
privaey voute of the hdmmsaie-To-Sia Teil, The mecegition of this teil 83 the pamary e soald
provide the ENTA hatter formaal abiliny 2o talle with landeoriers i an effet to oong them e board.

Vulcan

To: Bill Blackley

From: Tim Hendrix, Managercf Elkin and 115 Guames
Date: 51811

Subject Elkin Valley Trail Azzociation

Dear Bill,

We appreciate the opporiunity to be involved with the
construction of the trail to the Old Shoe factory. Vulcan has
for many vears donated materiale in supportof Elkin's Parke
and Recraation.

The Elkin Quarmy is preparedte assistin construction of
the rehabilitated trail, both with matefals, equipmeant and
labaras neaded.

Tirn Handrix,
Plant Managerof Elkin Quarmy;

MO UNTAINS-TO - SEA STATE TRAIL



Yadkin River Greenway

Aprl 19,3012

Darrell MeBane, Manager Koate Diooa, Executive Tinsesor

WC Stale Traiks Progmm Friesds of the Mduninies To Sei Tradl
MCDEMR - Division of Parks asd Rec, P Bos 10431

16015 Pl Barvies Center Raleigh, B 27615

Raleigh, B 27690-1615
RE: Elkin Yulley Trails Assacintinn
Diesr Dagrel] and Kalg:

The ¥ adficin River Greensny Councll ks aween of the cubssanding plansing and commisment that
the' Elkin Valiey Traila A=saczation (EYTA) is doing in developing 2 roube fross Efkin City Park
e Elin, N i Suery County %o Stome Moimtain Stete Pack in Wilkes Coongy. Wheon compened,
e trmil will Tink 4 oty park to a state paek wnd will also fink up with settions of the
{reermountain Yictory Mattans] Fisteriz Teail and the Yadkin Valley Heritags Comidor. The tradl
will gventunlly expasd the apparfunites for thmisseds of vistiors and cifbaens from Wilkes and
Sy Comaties and ootside the region. Thews visinoes will enjoy the recrestionsd benefits and
beauisfil natural resourtes.

Although the e s curenily indicated = an ali=mate reabe for (he MO Mouninine To S Tl
from Stome Mouniain Stre Park o Pilot Mouniain Staie sed Hanging Reck Ssabe Park al
Smrwinvn Moumiain, | am aware of the vasl ihanmges of moving cul with this section as n
Primury Boute of the BC Mountains To Sea Trasl, As we view the progress and potential muies
of trail buslding in Wilkes Cossay, T see no conflicts and much energy and plinning gaing into the
devalopmest of EVTA s propesed connecsor as the primasy roie. | therefore recomimend this
ponte from Elkin City Park 19 Stoie Mowntsin Stale Park as & prissary romie of MC Mostaiss 50
Zan Trail

T Elkin Valley Tenlls Association is dolsg an sxcellest job in working with ghe local
landowners, stskehalders and parineniag copssisations. In fact, thisy have cmsulied with our
amganiptice the Y adiin River Greesway Council in ceder o gain imwight, and spply 1t 1o their
progesi planning and developusent. In addition, they are working hand fo raise grant mike manics,
e By néresse public imserest and support For the praject. It i with plessare thet [ recommend
this proposed lnkup of the NC Mossaging Ta Sea Tral from Efkis City Prek to Sione Moanisin
Snate Park.

~ Sinceredy. -,
A EWP;L L ':_-'L}fm
RO Abaher
Executive Direclor
Yadkin River Grepnway Coraneil
336-651-8967

A: APPENDKX

Friends of the MST
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We usdessmnd et vou are coasderzp ecteading practs foc il tuilding 20 soppart
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willg ta derelop aad sreovate cocoent trail in dnopes of ervemally adding to this e

Aheay ndma Thans G000 oniles of e MAT dre pen gcroes fhe aietn, snl shems acd moge prrile
2z n:tcu.g-tnhin:m umu:.in.ghr.da‘. coads o meke consochos: befeoon fhe ostablisked
trw]l  Eaistirg trall geporated scthin she Toun of Elkie wil be an sacting deattintion for
pieopli — whetds Sy ward b dmeqlose e gae il ua:f;lme sErndt sertiogin o of

Freed: of the Alooptaips.to-Sex Trail iy the ciizen.sipport provp fos the AT We k=lp
ceoncnasrbies Lazhi - msintuiey and piemile Bie el Bach vedr, we summpeel fie work ol snos
thard WED volieedrs who el o st mdpen tis, A0 mde s af the MFT i locid
Eoreramests aad foc weie pecks and frdedal spencies We promote the mail thoovsh ous
websibe (wyreincmetioog) and the mecia. We help raise privabe dollace and alen budd state and
Eedeal swoposs

We hope vouowdll vote $o focd this praol e senccite o eection of ieid that wdl bopefolh Be
=iededed = the MET wetemn £ & lifer dete Fleeic Lo ene keos of von have UeATee. Wik s
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NC WRC

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
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Yadkin Valley Hentage Comidor

April 11, 2012

Mr. Darrell McBane, Manager

NC State Trails Program

NCDENR - Division of Parks and Rec.
1615 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1615

Re:  Elkin Valley Trails Association
Dear Mr. McBane:

I am writing this letter in support of Elkin Valley Trails Associations effort in trail building and
easement acquisition along Big Elkin Creek in Wilkes and Surry Counties. As you may know,
I serve as chairman for the Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor. The YVHC is a regional
collaboration of local governments, local citizens and state and federal partners whose mission
is to create a linear trail system along the Yadkin River and to market the Yadkin Valley Region
as a tourist area.

In 2007 we held a series of meetings in conjunction with the State Trails Division. At that time
the western representative for State Trails was Dwayne Stutsman. It was our opinion at that
time that the primary route for the Mountains to Sea Trail was to follow Roaring River from
Stone Mountain State Park to its confluence with the Yadkin River. The trail would then
proceed east along Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor in eastern Wilkes County and the
Overmountain National Historic Victory Trail for several miles.

This alignment was simply chosen due to the Roaring River’s connection with Stone Mountain
and the Yadkin River. However, recent efforts by the Elkin Valley Trails Association has
demonstrated significant momentum in trail building and easement acquisition along Big Elkin
Creek and an abandoned rail road bed of the former Elkin and Allegany railroad. No trail
building or easement acquisition has occurred along the Roaring River route. Therefore, it is
now our desire to endorse the section of trail from Stone Mountain to the confluence of Big
Elkin Creek and the Yadkin River as the primary route for the Mountains to Sea Trail, where it
will connect to the Yadkin Valley Heritage Corridor and eastern terminus of the Overmountain
Victory Trail.

Respectfully,

Edward G. Barnes, Chairman

MO UNTAINS-TO-SEA STATE TRAIL



Wilkes County

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE ELKIN VALLEY TRAILS ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes recognizes the recreational benefits, environmental benefits, and
well being of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes wishes to provide ample and safe facilities for pedestrians,
bicyclists and equestrian uses; and

WHEREAS, the Elkin Valley Trails Association has begun planning and developing pedestrian,
equestrian and bicycle facilities in along Big Elkin Creek in Wilkes and Surry Counties; and

WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes strived to promote the efforts of the Elkin Valley Trails
Association in developing a trail between Elkin and Stone Mountain State Park,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Wilkes promotes the overall mission of
the Elkin Valley Trails Association goals to preserve, protect, enhance and connect the cultural, natural,
historical and recreational assets of the Stone Mountain State Park and the Town of Elkin via a trail along
Big Elkin Creek and adjacent areas,

WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes recognized that the Elkin Valley Trails Association (EVTA) will
encourage economic development by fostering the growth of entrepreneurship, tourism and general business
development while improving the quality of life for the region through increased emphasis on healthy
lifestyles and educational opportunities.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Wilkes will promote and encourage the Elkin
Valley Trails Association missions and goals for the entire program.

Adopted this the 18" day of June, 2013.

Keith Elmore, Chairman

(seal) Attest
Wilkes County Clerk
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(A-13) Sample Memorandum of Undestanding (MOU)

Source: MOU Be tween Town of Yorktown and New York-New Jersey Trail Conference

MEMO RANDUM O F UNDERSTANDING

Between

Townof

___________ (Tbwn) AND

___________ (Delegated Community Group, orDCG)

The_ (Town)isatownin County, North Carolina. Notifications of

problemsare made to the Parksand Recreation Department.

The (DCG) is a not-for-profit membership association engaged in the
protection, management, and maintenance of publicly accessble and authorized
trails in the Mo untains-to-Sea State Tail- Sub Section - Stone Mountain to Pilot

Mo untain State Park MasterPlan study area.

Section 1 - Purpose
1.1 This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) isto plan, develop, maintain,

and protect trails within the landsowned by the Town of (wn) and
managed by theirParksand Recreation Department with assistance from volunteers

organized bythe ____
1.2 ThisMOUappliesto the trailsystem encompassing town owned lands

surmo unding the Mo untains-to-Sea State Trail - Sub Section - Stone Mo untain to

Pilot Mountain State Park MasterPlan study area. kmay be amended in writing to
include additionaltrailsin parksowned by the Town and any parkland acquired by
the Town afterthe date ofthis MOU.

A: APPENDKX

Section 2 - Introduc tion to the Tail Conference

2.1 Since its founding in 1920, __
maintain over 1,700 milesof publicly accessible and authorized trails in the North
(DCG) willprovide a list oftrails they

(DCG) volunteers have built and c urrently

Camwlina area. Upon request, the

maintain.

22The ___ (DCG) hasadopted a Tral Management Guide and a Tail
Maintenance Manual which containsits policies, practices, and proceduresfor
building and maintaining hiking trails. The Trail Conference hasprovided a copyof

these documentsto the Parksand Recreation Department.

23The ___ (DCG) recruits, trains, and deploys volunteersto plan, build, and
maintain hiking trails. In addition to basic training in trailmaintenance, safety, use
(DCG) offersadvanced

training in traildesign and c onstruc tion, chainsaw safety and use, mapping,

ofhand tools, and reporting procedures, the

envimnmentalmonitoring, and trailleade rship.

24 (DCG) volunteers provide the toolsthey need forrmw utine trail

maintenance. Tralmaintainersdo notuse powertools, such aschainsaws ordrills.

However, certain (DCG) volunteers, who are trained in the safe use

ofchainsawsand otherpowertools, may use them when they are required and
approved bythe _____
2.5 In accordance with the Trail Management Guide and unless otherwise specified
by the Town,

relocationsand improvements with orwithout priorapprovalofthe Town depending

(DCG) maintainers, supervisors, and c hairs willhandle trail

on the magnitude and urgency ofthe relocation orimprovement. Regardlessofthe

need forpriorconsultation, alltrailrelocationsand improvementsare included in



Sample MOU

semiannualreports.

2.6 While equestrians and motorized (non-official) vehicles are prohibited on all the
trailsthatare covered by this MOU, mountain bikes are permitted on the Yo rkto wn
Trailway as well as in the Woodlands property with the exception of trails specifically
marked forthe exclusion of mountain bikes.

Section 3 - Responsibilities of

The (DCG) shalk
3.1a.supply trained maintainers who provide theirown tools, workinde pendently,
and schedule theirworktripsattheirown convenience. They reportto a supervisor
who in tum regularly communic ates with the regionaltrailcommittee c hair. Either
the supervisororcommittee chairshalladvise the Parks and Recreation Department
onconditionsand problemsthathave been so noted.

(DCG), asper
(DCG) practices. The maintainers visit and report on theirassigned traillsegment at

b. assign maintainers who are membersof the

leasttwice a year(spring and fall) and more frequently when conditionsrequire. At

the se time s the maintaine rs:

Blaze the trails and rebuild ¢ aims;

Clip and trim brush to keep the tralopen and passable;

Clean water bars and their outflow channels to control erosion;

Remove fallen treesand limbs, except when too large to handle with hand tools;
Remove litter and graffiti (if possible); and

Reporttrailconditions and problems to theirvolunteersupervisor.

c. provide the Town with a site specific trail plan for all new trails. These plans will be

written by one of the (DCG)Ysexperienced traildesignersand are to be

approved by the Town’s Parks and Recreation Department.

d.schedule majorprojectsto restore orrelocate trails with c onditions which are due
to but notlimited to poordesign, enviimnmentalimpacts, severe weather, overuse,
motorized vehicles, and otherfactors. Such majorprojectsrequire the advance
approvalofthe Tbwn’sParksand Recreation Departmentand are performed and
scheduled bythe ____ (DCG) subjectto avaiability of materialsand labor.
e.have generallability insurance coverage forvolunteers who may be sued in the
course of performing theirassigned taskson behalfofthe Town and can procure
supplementalaccidentcoverage forvolunteers who are not otherwise covered for

injurie s.
Section 4 - Responsibilities of the Town
The Town shall:

4.1. Obtain, asneeded and atitsdiscretion, any licenses, permits,and approvalsfor
the construction of any improvements to the land, such astrails, bridges, lean-tos,
privies, retaining walls, orbuildings of any kind. Where engineering plans, designs, or
surveys are required, the Tbwn shallobtain the required plansand pemits.

4.2. Supply tag blazes, kio sks orsigns.

4.3. Conduct environmental impact surveys and the filings of any applications,
forms, orreportsthat may be required by any levelofgovemmentorby a granting

orregulatory agency.
MO UNTAINS-TO - SFA STATE TRAIL



Sample MOU

4.4. Arange forthe transportation of maternals forconstruction ofbridges,
boardwalks, etc to the nearestlocation to the work site thata vehicle may

apprmoachsuchasa parking area ortrailhead.

4.5. Be responsible forthe ste wardship ofthe land and its trails inc luding the
enforcementofrulesthat govem the use ofthe trails by the publc

Section 5 - Joint Re sponsibilitie s

5.1 apply forgrantsto provide materals forthe construction of bridgesorother

struc ture s along the trails

5.2 provide the verbiage forsigns which, if used attraihead are to include that the

Trail Conference maintains the trails.

5.3 seek out and find suitable projects for youth, school, civic, and corporate groups

wishing to assist with trail projects
Section 6 - Modification or Termination
6.1 The parties may mo dify this MOUin a writing signed by both parties. Eitherparty

may withdraw from the relationship descrbed above upon 90 days written notice to
the otherparty.

Dated:

Approved by

__________ (Name) ____ (Name)
Supervisor Exe c utive Director
Twnof_____ (bwn) (DCG)

A: APPENDIX

(A-14) Public Comment Process and Results

Uponcompletion ofthe draft plan, the consultantteam commenced a 45-day
public commentperiod. A printed draft plan, along with a coverletter(see page
right), wasformally maied to almajorstakeholdersand localgove mme nts within
the study area (see table below). Also,anelectronic copy ofthe draft plan was sent
to three majoremail lists, inc luding those belonging to Elkin Valley Trails Association,
Yadkin Valley Heritage ComidorPartne rship and Frends ofthe Mountains-to-Sea Tail

Draft Plan Mailing List

County Town Name Position

Surry Flkin Hoyd Payne Town Manager

Surry Chris Knopf County Manager

Surry Elkin Dr. Bill Blac kle y Coordinator- Elkin Valley
Trails Asso ciation

Surry FElkin Leslie Schlender Economic Development Director

Wake Raleigh Kate Dixon Exe c utive Dire c tor- FMST

Wake Raleigh Darmell Mcbane Trails Pogram Manager- NC
Division of Parks and Rec

Wilke s John Yates County Manager

Wilke s Ronda Iahoma O'lague TwnAdministrator

Wilke s Eddie Bames Planning Director

Yadkin  Jonesville Sc o tt Buffkin Town Manager

Ya d kin Aaron Church County Manager

Yadkin  Boonvile Rusty Hunter IV Mayor



Draft Plan Coverletter

| JFATIRATIONNN o ] FERI0M

MEMO
To: Regional Trail Stakeholders
From: Eric Woolridge, AICP
Principal, Destination by Design
Date: September 15, 2014
Re: Mountains-to-Sea State Trail Sub-Section Plan: Stone Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master Plan

Destination by Design (DbD) is pleased to provide your office with a draft of the Mountains-to-Sea State Trail Sub-
Section Plan: Stone Mountain to Pilot Mountain State Park Master Plan. This study was commissioned by the North
Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation and the Northwest Partnership for Public Health. We welcome your
comments concerning this draft plan, which will remain open for public comment until October 1, 2014.

Noted below are some major facts and objectives found within the plan:

1.

2.

3.

This plan changes the previously planned Mountains-to-Sea (MST) route from the Roaring River corridor to
the Wells Knob/ Elkin Creek corridor.

Upon completion, this study area would provide for approximately 70 miles of designated Mountains-to-Sea
Trail.

This plan calls for 17 new miles of equestrian trail (Stone Mountain State Park to Carter Falls).

East of Elkin/lonesville, equestrian use is not recommended because of railroad right-of-way crossings.

33 miles (38%) of the proposed trail will serve as multi-use cycling and hiking designated MST. This will
begin just north of Elkin and then traverse through Elkin and Jonesville and along the Yadkin River to Pilot
Mountain State Park. A multi-use trail design will provide the greatest economic impact to the region.

This plan proposes a loop trail around the Yadkin River that links both Elkin and Jonesville.

East of Elkin and Jonesville, the trail is recommended on the Surry County side until it approaches Wayne
Farms; at this point, the trail will need to cross the Yadkin River south to Yadkin County if the trail is to
remain multi-use. The plan notes other areas where potential bridge crossings will need to be developed,
further linking Surry and Yadkin Counties.

The plan identifies priority implementation areas for governing bodies and non-profit organizations as they
focus their efforts on trail implementation (Chapter 6).

DbD and the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation welcome all public comments regarding this plan. It is
our hope that your governing body or organization will adopt this plan or provide recommend changes that would
make that possible.

For more information, contact:

Eric Woolridge, AICP

Principal, Destination by Design
Phone: 828.386.1866

Email: eric@DbDplanning.com

1 Destination by Design
I 815 West King Street, Boone NC 28607

Public Comment Re sults
At the completion ofthe 45 day commentperiod, only briefand informalcommentshad been
received via phone and emailfrom only few stakeholders.

The Sauratown Tails Association (STA) requested thatequestrian use be called foralong portionsof
the Yadkin Riverwhere the raiload doesnot exist. Also, Friends of Mountainsto Sea Trallreminded
the consultant team that Fiends of Sauratown Tails is the DCG within Pilot Mo untain State Park
while STA assists with MST efforts outside of the parks. Officials from Elkin Valley Trails Association
wanted to note that the planned trail route will continue to alter significantly as they continue to
secure landowneragreements. The NationalPark Service (NPS) noted thatallplansand disc ussion
concerning the Blue Ridge Parkway would ultimately need to be officially endorsed by NPS (see
A-15 forfull NPSemail).

The consultantteam, upon reque st from NCDPR and subsequent to the 45 day comment period,
placed a phone call to Ronda officials to confirm whether the tfown had any response or comments,
either positive or negative, about changing the route. As of the printing of the final plan, the
consultant team was unable to reach Ronda officials. The consultant team also reached out to
Wilkes County officials via email; Eddie Barnes, Wilkes County Planning Director, expressed that their
office had no comments concerning the draft plan.
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(A-15) National Park Service (NPS) Draft Comments

11/21/2014 Destination By Design Mail - Fwd: MST Plan: Stone to Pilot 11/21/2014 Destination By Design Mail - Fwd: MST Plan: Stone to Pilot
{ y Page 75 The suspended bridge photo is of the pedestrian bridge under the parkway motor road at James
LIS TR TION ) g P 9e p P 9 P Y
( -} IS5 Alex Gotherman <alex@dbdplanning.com> River Visitor Center at MP 63.6 Big Island Virginia not Richmond.
. Page 101. NPS is not listed although the trail is located within the Blue Ridge Parkway a unit of the
Fwd: MST Plan: Stone to Pilot National Park Service, Department of Interior.
Eric Woolridge <eric@dbdplanning.com> Wed, Nov 19, 2014 at 10:29 AM Sincerely,

To: Alex Gotherman <Alex@dbdplanning.com>

Eric Woolridge, AICP David Anderson

Destlnatlor) by Design ) j_david_anderson@nps.gov

815 West King Street, Suite 2 Resident Landscape Architect/GIS & GPS Coordinator
Boonebgg f8607g National Park Service

WWW. planning.com Blue Ridge Parkway

cel!: 8.28.719.1109 199 Hemphill Knob Road

office: 828.386.1866 Asheville NC 28803

828-348-3435

--------- Forwarded message --—--—--

From: Anderson, John <j_david_anderson@nps.gov>

Date: Mon, Oct 20, 2014 at 2:00 PM

Subject: Re: MST Plan: Stone to Pilot

To: Eric Woolridge <eric@dbdplanning.com>, Dawn Leonard <dawn_leonard@nps.gov>

Cc: "Johnson, Tim" <tim.johnson@ncdenr.gov>, Teresa Buckwalter <Teresa@dbdplanning.com>

Eric,

Pages 12 & 13.
T was not aware that additional sections or alternate routes have been discussed extending beyond where
the current trail is designated, constructed and currently in use.

Who initiated the discussion of alternative routes in this area? Was the NPS involved or just the COG?

Do you have historical planning documents were the Parkway as involved in discussion that show the park
was considering these additional trails and alternate routes?

If you have historical documentation that the parkway was involved in these discussions and you have some
form of commitment from NPS management it would be appropriate to show these alternative routes on a
map within the park boundary but note them as dismissed. However if these routes have not been
discussed and the park has not considered them feasible it would be appropriate for them to be removed
from this document.

GENERAL NOTE

Limit discussions and mapping of alternative routes starting where the trail exits NPS lands at the current
location. I do not want to suggest in this document that the Parkway supports any alternate routes north
of the current terminus.

Page 59.
T would omit the discussion of a kiosk at Devils Garden Overlook. This has not gone through any
discussions or review with the National Park Service.

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?2ui=28ik=6c7127cf90&view=pt&qq=david%20anderson&qgs=truedsearch=query&msg= 149c8ac36069412b&sim|=149c8ac3606... 1/2
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